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John iil. 3. 
^efus anfwered and f aid unto Mnty Vtrilj^ w- 
rily^ Jfcpf unto tbeey Except a matt be horti 
again t i>e camtotfee tb£ kingdom if God, 

IN TROD UC TION. 

VHE condhion on which miniHers 

^'of the gofpe) hold their office, ia 

% nctretne)y awful. *'Theymuft ren-' 

5 f^.der an account onto God" of 

their fidelity to the fouls committed 

to their charge. Their duty and danger, as fer- 

vants of Godj.jtre jointly and'ftrongly exprell^ 
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ed in the coi^miffion given to the prophet 
Ezefciel. '< Son of man» I have made thee a 
'* watchman uneo the houfe of Ifrael, therefore 
" hear- the word of riy mouth, and give them 
•* warning from me. When I fay unto the 
" wicked, thou ibalt/brdy die > and thou giv* 
«* eft him not warping, nor fpeakeft to warn thi^ 
<' wicked from his wickod way to fave bis lift; 
<* the fame ^^icked man fhall die in his iniquity, 
'^ but his blood will I scquire at thine hand. 
♦* Yet> if thou warn the wicjced, and he turn 
*^ not from kis wickednefr, nor ftom his wicked 
*f way, he (hall die in his iniquity: but thou 
w haft dcBvcred thy foul */' 

It is natural for us« in fuch a iituation, to be 
often revolving in our minds this great and 
weighty truft. It is at once our duty and kite- 
left, to conii(ier with all poffibk care, iip what 
way we. may have the e^fii^ft 9nd mo^ eiFedual 
accefs to the hearts of finners : what views of 
divine truth will be moft co_pvincingj what forms 
of addrefe wilh make the ftrongeft and moft laft- 
iag impreflion : in one woud^ bow we may ac^ 
qiuit; our&lv^ of our tiikiiftryi fo as; to be a *< fa* 
<^ vour of life unto liitiy" to raaoy of thofe who 
ki^ar us, and to *^ deliver our own fouls" from 
Ifa^ blood of IJX)& that p^iih. 

T 

« lack. iil. I7> iS, t^« 

7 TSuch 
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Such, indeed, is the undeniable moment »nd' 
joaportance of the truths ^f the gofpei^ that I anf 
often ready (so think, it wiil be eafy to fet them fit 
fo clear and convmcLng a light, as no perfon of 
common underftanding QisM be able to reftft. 1 
am often ready to fay within myfeif, Surely, i? 
they be warned, they will no aiore dare to ru^ 
on the thick boi&s of the Al mighty *s buckler^ 
fijirely, the boldeft finner mult tremble at trhs: 
thoughts of death, judgment and eternity, faflf 
approaching, and froft> which it i^ impoffible to' 
6y. But, when we fee, how miitny are able id 
6t unmo^d under the moft awful thpeatnings 
from the word of God, how many continue un- 
<:hanged under the mod alarming difpenfations of 
Providence, our thoughts are immediately car- 
ried to the unfearchabJe depth of divine counfels ; 
and we mtift fay with cur bleiled Saviour, " Even; 
^' fo, F^her, for (b it feemed good in thy fight* ; 
or with the apofllePaul, **But if our gofpel be 
<^ hid. It is hid to them ^at are loft: in whom 
"^^ tbt god of this world hath blinded the minds 
<^ of thetia that believe not, left the light of the 
^ glorious gofpel of Cfarift, who is the image of" 
♦« God, Ihould fiiinr unto them t«'' 

The fecret coiin&l of ihe moft High, hott^ever, 
.though we muft adore with xevereDcey it is^ im* 
pollible fQr us to comprehend. What influence 

• Luke z. ax, t * Cor, xy, 3, 4. 

B 2 this 
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tchis ha5 upon the final ftate of particular perfons, no 
9)an in the prefent life is, and probably no created' 
being fliall sver be, able fully to explain. This on- 
.ly we know, that, it is not fuch as to take away the 
guilt of fin, or^eftroy the efficacy of means. A 
fenfe of duty therefore conftrains us tO: refumc 
the arduous and difficult talk, intreating the af* 
fiftance and bleffing of God, under a firm per^ 
fuailoji that he will hear the prayer of faith, and 
make his own word ** quick and powerful, 
V (harper than any two-edged fword, piercing 
*^ even to the dividing afunder of foul ai>d fpirit, 
^' and of the joints and the marrow, and a dif- 
^^ cerncr of the thoughts and intents of the 
•< heart." 

. The fubjedl I have made choice of, and intend 
to handle in the enfuing treatife, immediately 
regards the fubflance of religion, and is happlly 
as little intangled in controverfy as any thac 
could be named. We are told that ** except 
<^ a man be born again, he cannot fee the king* 
*^' dom of God." In this all parties, every pro- 
feffion- and denomination of chriilians, do or 
ought to agree. By whatever name you are call- 
ed, whatfoever leader you profcfs to follow, 
whatever ordinances you enjoy, if you are not 
*< born again,'! you fhall not enter into the king- 
dom of Cod» 
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' Thar manner of preaching th^gofpel, explain- 
ing or recom^Tiending divine truth, appears tto 
me moft profitable, which brings often eft into 
.view, or, rather, never lofes view of the great 
and eiTential difference bctweeji believers and un«- 
believers, faints and fmner.s, heirs of glory and 
heirs of hell. Thefe are mixed together on 
earth. They have Gommon privileges as men 
•and citizens. They. cannot be certainly diftia- 
guifhed by human obfervation ; for though the 
image of God fbines in a bright anc^ fenfible 
manner in fontc on the one hand, and fome bear 
very plain and deadly fjmptoms on thti other, 
whofe flate may be determined with little hazard 
of miftake ; yet, in the intermediate degree:;, 
there are • multitudes whoft . real charafler is 
known only to God. What then can be faid 
more awakening, and, at the fame time, more 
certainly true,*than that every bearer of the gof- 
fiel, and every reader of fucha,treatife as this, 
is either reconciled to God and the object of his 
Jove, or at enmity with God, having ** neither 
** part rwr portion" in bis favour; and as many 
asdie.in thi$ laft condition, fhali be the everlaft- 
ing monuments of divine wrath. How important 
a diftin£^ion ! and can any man refrain from fay-» 
jng, ♦' Lord ! thou knowefl all things— to which 
•' .o£.tiiefe claffes do I belong i" 
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But there h fomething, if poffible, ftill more 
preffing in the paffagc of fcripture which I have 
placed at the head of this difcourfe. Not only 
are all men of two different ancf oppofite cha- 
raflers now, but all men arfc originally of one 
character, unfit for the kingdom of God ; unlefa 
a change has paft upon them they continue fo; 
and, unkfs a change do pafs upon them here- 
after, they muft be for ever excluded. This ou? 
Lord introduces with a ftrong afleveration, and 
fignal note of importance : ^* Verily, verily, I 
^^ fay unto you, Except a man be born agaiju.^ 
'* be cannot fee the kingdom of CJod." Thefe 
words were fpoken to Nicoden*u», a raler of the 
. Jtws. This " mafter in Ifracl '* came to Jefus 
by night. Convinced he feems to have been of 
the power which jrttcnded his miniftry, but, un* 
dcr a ftill fironger attachment to his worldly in. 
tcreft, he durft not openly avow his convi6Hoiu 
Our Lord, at once to enlighten his mind with 
the moft falutary of all truths, and level his pride 
of undcrftandjng by the manner of conveying it^ 
faith to him, ** Excejrt a«iah be born again, he 
♦' cannot fee th^ kingdom of God/' Thia ap- 
pears to have been extremely aftoniftiing, by his 
anfwer in the following vcrfe; '* Nicod«m*w faith 
" unto him. How can a man be born when he 
*' is old ? Can he enter thd feoond time into liis 
** mother's womb and be born ? 

It 
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It is not my pufpofe t6 giv6 a tedious expltca<* 
tion of the paflage, or entertain the reftder with 
a profufion of c^itidfm upon th^e words. This 
expreffion, the kingdom of God,' hath various 
iignifications in feripture, bat chiefly two rn the 
New Teftamentj (i*) The gofpel-difpenfatron or 
government of the Mefii^h^ as diftingui£hed frotn 
the preceding periods ; (2.} The kingdom of 
heaven^ where the fificere difciples of Chrid A)a)l 
be put In full pofieifien of the bleffings of his 
rpurchafe* I take k to be the I aft 6f tbei^, that 
h, cither OBly> or chiefly intended in this place. 
Both of them^ indeed, may be meant, in their 
prbper order, and for their different purpofcs-. 
An open profefRon, and receiving the external 
badge, was neceilary to a concealed friend aad 
jcowardly difciple; but a right to the fpiritual 
privileges of the gofpel, and the promife' of eter- 
nal life, was the only thing that could make the 
profeffion valuable or defireable. Accordingly our 
Saviour feems to fpeak of both in his reply to Ni- 
codemus's admifEon into the vifible church by 
b^ptifm, and renovation by the Holy Ghoft. 
«' Jeftis anfwered, Verily I fay unto thee, Ex- 
«< cf pt a oa^a be born of water and of theSpirity 
;<< he cannot enter into the kingdona of God." 

X am ftnfible that regeneration or the new- 
birth is a fid>)e£i:» at prefent, very uhfaftibnable 1 
er» at leift^ a Mt of language which hath gone 

B 4 very 
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very much into defuetude. It is, however, a (ulr- 
jeA of unfpeakable mjoment, or, rather, it is 
the one fubjeA in which all others meet as in a 
center. The grand enquiry, in comparifon of 
Which erery thing elfe, how excellent foever, is 
but fpecious trifling. What doth it fignify, tho* 
you have food to cat in plenty, and variety of 
raiment to put on, if you are not born again ; if 
after a few mornings and evenings fpent in un- 
thinking mirth, fenfuality and riot, you die in 
your fins an^ lie down in fbrrow ? What doth it 
fignify, though you are well accompliihed in 
every other refpeft, to ^A your part in life, if 
you meet at laft witb this repdfe from the fu- 
preme Judge, ^* Depart from me, I know you 
*' not, ye workers of inrquity." 

If this fubjefl is, indeed, unfashionable and nc^ 
glefled, we are miferaWy deceiving ourfelves. If 
a new nature is neceflfary, to attempt to repair and 
new model the oW will be found to bt loft labot^f . 
If the fpring is polluted and continues fo, what 
a vain and fruitlefs attempt i« it to endeavour, by 
addition^ or by foreign mixture, to purify the 
ftreams. Juft fo it is by no means fufficient, 
or, to fpeak more properly, ft is altogether irtf- 
poffible, to reform the irregularities and vicioU)} 
lives of finners, and l»ring them to a real con- 
formity to the law of God, till then* hearts ai^e 
renewed and changed. It is like rearing up an 
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old fabric, adding to its towers, and painting 

its walls, while the foundation is gone. See 

•M'hat the -prophet Ezekiel fays of fuch foolifti 

builders,.**. Wo to the foolifli prophets — becaufe, 

** even becau(e they have feduccd my people, 

*** faying,. Peace, and there was no peace; and* 

.^^ one built up awalU/and lo', others daubed it 

" with untempered mortar : fay unto them 

" which daub it with untenipered morter, that it 

** fliall fall : there (hall be an overflowing ihowr- 

'* er, and ye, O great hailfiones, ihall fall, and 

** a ftormy wind ihall rent it *." j 

. But, perhapsj the fubftance of ihe do£irii|ie ^ 

retained while the language is held in derifioni. 

We are told, it is but a figurative expreffion^ 

and the fame in its meaning with repentance or 

reformation. Doubtlefs it is fo. And it wer|S 

greatly to be wi(hed, that many did thoroughly^ 

vnderftand what is j|m plied in; repentance unt^ 

Jife. But the readef is intreated to obferve, that 

* 
it is a metaphor frequently ufed in the holy fcripr 

ture. . i thinks alfo, it is a metaphor of peculiaj: 
propriety and force i well adapted to bring irXg 
view both the nature qf the change which it.dcr 
fcribes, and the means by which it is accbm- 
pliflied. If there are any who in tvriting, or 
^feaking on this fubjeft, hit^e- antrodttcedoi;: in- 
Vented uhfcriptural phfafes, 'and gCMie into; u4f- 

. . . . B 5 . Intel- 
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inteHigibk myfticifm, this is neither wonderful 
in itfelf, nor ought it to be any injury or difpa- 
ragcment to the truth. There is no fubje^l ei- 
,ther of divine or human learning, on which (bmc 
have not written weakly, foolifhly or erroneouf* 
]y ; but that ought not to excite any averflon to 
the dodrine itfelf, which hath been perverted or 
Jibufed. I pray, that God may enable mc to 
write upon this intcrefting fubje£ij in a clear, in- 
telligible and convincing manner ; to fupport the 
truth from the evidence of fcrlpture and reafon ; 
to refolve, in a fatisfying manner, any obje£l»ons 
that may feem to lie againft it ; but, above all, 
to carry it heme with a- ^rfua&ve force upon the 
conicience and heart. I contend tor no phnies 
of man's invention, but Aich as I find isi the holy 
fcriptures} from thefe I am refolved, through the 
grace of God, never to depart. And, in the 
mean time, I adopt the words^ of the cininent 
and ufefiil Dr. Doddridge, " If this do&'ine, ia 
«< one form or another, be generally taught by 
«* my brethren in the miniftiy, I rejoice in it for 
<« their own fakes, as well as for that of the peo* 
^^ pie who are und*r their care.*' 

The plan of the following creatife is this : 

I* .To m^e fiome general obfmationa upon 
Oie rtietaphor.ufed by the ap<rillc John, /« Ex- 
<* cept a m^n be bpm.agaia;"-and the fame or 
* • fimilar 
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fimilar expreffions to be found in other parts of 
the word of Go*. 

II. To fhew wherein this change doth proper- 
ly and direfljy confift, together with fome of its 
■principal evidences and eiFe£is» 

IIL To (hew by what ftcps, or by what means 
it is ufually brought about. 

IV. In the laft place, to improve the fubjeft 
by a few pradical addrefles to perfons of different 
charaiSers. 
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C H A p. I. 

Some gifural ohfervattons on the metaph^ ufed hy the 
apoftk Johriy Except a man be BORibf 
AGAIN, and the fame orfimilar exprejjions to Be 
found in other parts of the word of God* 

IT defcrves the ferious attention of every 
chriftian, that, as this declaration was made 
by our Saviour in a very fcJemn manner, and by 
a very peculiar metaphor, fo this is not the fmgle 
paflage in which the fame metaphor is ufed. We 
find it in the apoftle Paul's epifile to Titus,'** Not 
** by works of righteoufnefs which we have done^ 
** but according to his mercy he faved us, by the 
^* wafhing of regeneration, and renewing of the 
« Holy Ghoft *." We find one perfeaiy fimi- 
lar to it, in the fame apoftle's fecond epiftte ta 
the Corinthians, *^ Therefore if any man be in 
^* Chrift, he is a new creature : old things are 
^* paft away, behold, all things are become 
•* new t«" It is clfcwhere called a new creatiofif 
with reference to the power exerted in the pro- 
4u(3ion : ** For we are his workmanihip, created 
^^ in Chrift Jefus unto good works, which God 
*< bath before ordained that we (hould walk in 
^r^theni f." It is ftill a figure of the fame kind 

• Titus iii. 5, fa Cor, ▼, 17, J Ephcf. 

; that 
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that is ufed when we are exhorted " to put off, 
*' concerning the foftner con^erfation, the old 
** man, which is corrupt according to the dcr 
«* ceitful lufts : and to be renewed in the fpirft 
«V of our mind ; and put on the new man, which 
** after God is created in righteoufnefs, and true 
" holinefs •." To name no more paflages, the 
real believer is faid to be ** born of God f j" in 
^ which the very cxpreffion in the text is repeated-, 
and the change attributed to God as his proper 
work. 

Whoever believes in thepcrfeflion of the fcripr 
tures will readily admits that it is intended we 
ibould learn fome thing from this very way of 
fpeaking itfelf. Let us therefpre confider wb^t 
may be fafely deduced fiofn ijt. And, as 1 would 
jiot willingly ftrain the metaphor, and draw frona 
it any uncertain concluiion ; fo it is no part of 
my defign to run it out into an extraordinary 
length. Many fmaller refemblances mi^ht eafily 
be formed between^ the image and the truth, but 
they would, be more fanciful than ufefuL Thf& 
reader is only i^ treated to attend to a few leading 
truths, >vhich feem najturally to arife from thi^ 
met^hor* and may be both fupported and iU 
luflrated from the whole tenor of icripture docr 
trihe^ 

♦^lllkif, fv,^ *», 23, 34* j- I John V. 4* ' • 

SECT. 
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S E C T. I. 

1. From this exprejjion^ Except a man be borkt 

AGAIN HE CANNOT S£E THE KINGDOM OF 

God, we may learn the greatness of that 
change which muft pafs upon every child of Adam 
before be can become an heir of life* 

■^r O ftronger expreffion could have been chofen . 
to fignifjr a great and remarkable change of 
ftate and charaftcr, whether we take the meta- 
phor in a ftriftcr or a loofer fenfe. If we take 
the metaphor in a ftrifier fenfe, it may be in- 
tended to point out the change of ftate in an in^ 
fane newly bernj from what it was in iiAmedtately 
bdfore the birth. Th^ manner of its exigence, 
«f cferiving its nourifhrnent) the ufe and ap^liea^ 
tion of its faculties, and its dcfires and enjoy- 
ments, are all intirely different. If wef take the 
tnetstphor in a loofer fenfe, being born may be 
eonfidered as the beginning of our exifteAce. To 
this fenfe we feem to be diredled by the other ex- 
preffiohs of htittg created in Chrift Jefus, and 
made new creatures. Doe^not this ftiH teaeh 
us the grcatnefa of the chainge ? We muft be eir- 
tirtjy different ffom what we were before, as one 
creature differs from another, or as that which 
begins to be at any time, is not, nor caim^t be 
the ^me with what did formerly exift. 

Thi* 
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This may alfo be well fupported from a variety 
of otherpaflagesof fcripture, and is a confequeiiice 
of difFerent truths contained in the word of God* 
For example, our natural ftate is, in fcripture, 
compared to death, and our /ecovery to our bet- 
ing reftored to life. Thus the apoflle Paul ia 
writing td the Ephefians fays, " And you hath 
<' he quickened who were dead in trefpaffes and- 
«« fins." And a little after, « But God, who 
** is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith 
*< he loved us, even when we were dead' 
** in fins, hath quickened ^s together wTih 
•< Chfift *." To tb^/dnae piirpofe the ap.oft4c 
John fays, «« We know ih^C wa havefafled from 
<* DEAtH to life t." The change is fometlm^s 
^efcrihed by pafSng from darknefs to light, than 
which two things none can ftand in greater op* 
|x>rition to one another. •< Ye were fomctimes 
*^ darkneft, but now are ye light in the Lord J," 
Ev^ry= one muft be jfeniible Jk>w c^fy it wc^uld be 
^ muUiply ps^fl&g^s of the fa«ie kind. But thi$ 
i forbear, and only wjA we had all of us a deep 
i^preifion of the meaning an^iimpOitance of th^« 
upen-ouf hearts. 

It wiH not be improper, however, to obferve 
how plainly the fame truth appears from the 
fower which the fcripture represents as eiierted 
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in bringing a finner from a ftate of nature to a 
ftate of grace. Jt is conftantly affirfned to be the 
work of Gdd, the eiFed of his power, nay, the 
cxceding greatnefs of his power. ** By grace 
** ye are faved, through faith, and tbatnot of 
. *' yourfelves, it is the gift of God- $.^' «* Work 
•* out ycur own falvation with fear and trembling, 
** for it is God that worketb in you to will arid 
** to-do of Fhs good pleafure [(. And- what is the 
<< exceeding -greatnefs of his power to us ward 
*' who believe, according to the working of his 
^' mighty power which he wrought in Chrift 
** when he faifed him from the dead f." Novtr 
^s there aay need bf a divine agent to perform a 
work of no momeWt^* Would it be celebrated as 
an eitcdl of the power of God, if it were not 
truly great ?- 

Let me now, in th6 moft earneft manner, be- 
feech every pcrfon.wko reads thefc lines, to con- 
fider deliberately^itb himfdf what rs the import 
of this truth> and how firmly it is eftablifhed. 'ft 
appears that regeneration, repentance, conver- 
fion, or call- it what you will, is a very great 
change from the ftate in which tvtry man comes 
into the world. This appears from our Saviour's 
aflerlion, that we muft be " born again.'* It 
appears from a great variety of other icriptur^ 

' 4 .Cr)>* ^' ^* I (b^^ i>» x»* • t Bph. i. 19. 

^i phrafes^ 
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phrafess and is the certain confequcnce of fome 
of the moft eflential doftrincs of the gofpel. 

With what jcaloufjr ought this to fill many of 
the ftate of their fouls? How flight and incon-* 
fiderable a thing is it that with multitudes pafles 
for religion ? efpecially in thefe days of ferenity 
and funihine to the church, when they are not 
compelled by danger to weigh the matter with 
deliberation ? A few cold forms, a Httle outward 
decency, fome faint defires, rather than endea- 
vours, is all they can afford for* fccuring their 
cverlafting hapginefs. Can the wcaknefs and 
ihfufficiency of thefe things poffibly appear in a 
ftrongcr light than when true religion is con* 
£dered as a new creation, and a fecond birth ? If 
•fhe infpired writei-sJbe allowed fo exprefs them*' 
JTclvcs either with. propriety or trqth, it is painful 
to think of the unhappy deluded ftate of fo great 
-a number of our fellowfinnera. 

Will fo great a change take place, and yet 
have no vifiblc effe«a ? Had any great change 
-happened in ypur worldly :circumftances, from 
riches to poverty, or frorp. poverty to riches, all 
ground you would have fpeedily difcernpd it. Had 
:any fuch change happened in your health, it had 
.been impoflible to conceal it. Had it happened 
in your intellectual accompli Ihments, from igno- 
rance to knowledge, it would have been quickly 
celebrated. . How comes it then to be quite uq- 

difcernible. 



f8 A PRAttlCAt T^tAtltE 

difc^rnible) wben It is frora fin to hoUuefs ? I 
am reiifible that men are very ingesioiis ki jiidi* 
Tying their conduiSl, and very Alcceftful in de* 
reiving ihemfelvts. Th^y will tell us that rcli* 
gton is a hitldefl eking) Hot to be feen 1)y the 
world) but lying open to his view who judgeth 
the fecrets of all hearts. And doubtkfs this is^ 
in one view, a great truth : true religion is not 
given to oftetitation ; difidetit of itfelf, it is uii^' 
witling to promife nmeh, left it (hould be found 
wanting. But it bught to be confidered that^ 
however Concealed the tnwdrd.pfincipfe may be> 
the praflical cfFefls muft of ncceflity appear. As 
one table <^ the moral law confifls entirely of otir 
duty to oitherf^ whoever is born again^ and rc^ 
iiewed in the fpirlt of his mind, will be found li 
i^tte different petfon from what he was beferd^ 
in his converfation with his fellow-creatures. 

Hypocritical pretences to extraordinary fan6^i«jr 
iare indeed hi^ly criminal lA themfdves, and ex- 
tremely odious in the fight of God. But the 
'prefent age ^oe$ mot feem to have the kaft tenn 
dency tO'this extrevte. There is another thin^ 
much tnct^ cdmmot^, not lefs abftird, and infr- 
nitely more dangeF<)iuis to rhankind ih general : 
a demand Upon the f>ub}ic, th^t, by an extraor- 
dinary eifbKt of charity, th^y fiK>uld iilwap fup« 
pofe U^e reilky ^f teligien in the heiarfi when 
there is tx^% thfe leaft fyinptotti of it fti the lift. 

Nay, 
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Nay, fome are htr«Jly fetisfied even with this, 
but-fiifift that men (houkl bcHeve well of others, 
not only without) but againft evidence* A bad 
©pinion cxpreffed of a man, tven upon the moft 
open inftjinces of prophanity, is often anfwered 
with, ** What have you to do to judge th« 
•* heart ?** It is amazing to thitik what inward 
confolatioft finners derive to themfelyes from thrs 
dahn of forbearance ffotn their fellow-creatures. 
Let me befeech all-fuch to confider, that as God? 
-cannot be deceived) a^ will not be mocked, fb 
■in truth they utually deceive none but thenfifelves. 
Every human af&^tionj whtti it is ftrong and 
lively, v^ill difcovef kfelf by its firppafeftt effefts j 
d>nd it is as true of religious affedions as of any 
t«ber, that " iht tree is khown by its fruits.** 

But if they have rcafon to Mpe& ihetnftfves 
-whofe ehaitge is not vifible to others, how ttiuch 
more thofe, who, if they tfeal faithfully, muft 
confefs they are quite ftrangers to any fuch thing 
in their own hearts. 1 do not mean that Cvtry 
pcrfon fhould be able to give an account of tht^ 
iiine jrnd manner Of his conVerfiort: This is oP- 
t^n eflfeded in fo flow am! gradual a manner^ 
that it cannot be donfined to a prccifi or parti-^ 
cular period. But furcly thofe who are no way 
fenfible of any change in the courfc of their af- 
fefllons, and the objetSs at which they are pointecf,. 
can fcarctly think that they are born again^ or 

be 
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be able to affix a proper meaning to To ftrong aft 
expreflion. I have read an obfervation of an 
eminent author, That thofe who cannot remem- 
ber the time when they were ignorant or un- 
learned^ have reafon to conchide that they are Co 
fill I : becaufe, however flow and infenfible the 
ftcps of improvement have been, the cffcfts wiU 
at Jaft clearly appear, by comparifon with an un- 
cultivated llatc. In the fame manner, whoever 
cannot remember the time when he ferved the 
former lufts in his ignorance, hgls reafon to coi>- 
elude that no change deferving the name of re- 
generation ha5;ever yet taken place. ' 

It will be, perhaps, accpunted an exception 
to this, that fome are fo early formed for the fer- 
vice of Gpd,, by his bjeifing on a pious '^ducatr 
4 ion, and happily prefervcd from ever entering 
upon the deflruftive parths of vice, that they canr 
SiQX be fuppofeci to recoiled the time when they 
were at enmity with God. But this is an ob« 
jeftion of no confequence. 7'be perfons here 
defcribed have generally, fo much tendernefs of 
confcience, fo deep a fenfe of the evil of'fin^ 
that, of all others, they will moft readily difco* 
yer and confe^ the workings of corruption in 
their own hearts, and that ** law in their memr 
*^ bers that warreth againft the law of God in 
** their minds/' They will be of all others moft 
fcnfiWe of the growth of the new, and mortifi* 

cation 
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cation of the bid nature j and will often rcmem- 
bcr the folly and" vanity of youth, in inftances 
that by mod others would have been reckoned 
pcrfe£lly harmlefs. 

What liath be^n faid ki this fedlion, is ex« 
prefsly defigned to awaken' fuch fecure and care* 
kfs formalifts as may have any general belief oC 
the word of God. To be born again muft be a 
great change.. Can .you then fuppofe that you 
have undergone this not onlv without ady appli- 
cation to it, but without fo much a$ being fen- 
fible of it, or being able to difcover iti proper 
effeS&r 

SECT. IL 

Tits expreffion^ Except a man bb born' 
AGAIN, and other Jimilar txprtjfmn'^ imply 
that the change here intended is not merely partial^ 
but univerfaL 

A New birth evidently implies an univerfal 
change. It muft be of tfie whole man, not 
in fome particulars, but in all wtthoat exception. 
As this is a truth which naturally artfes from the 
fubjefl, fo it is a truth of the laft moment and 
importance, which merits the mod ferious atten- 
tion of all thofe who defire to keep tbemielves 
from iUufion and felf*deceit in this iAtereAihg 
queftion. 

• > . In- 
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Innumerable are the deceits of Satan. If He 
KMMiot keep finiaers in abiSblute blindfiefs and fe- 
curity, which is his irft attempt, he indnftriouily 
endeavours to pervert their views of religion, ci- 
ther by caufing them to miAake appeacance s for 
realixies, or fubftituting a part for the whole* 
This branch of die Abjodl is of thp more confe- 
rence, that I SLfXk perfuaded it is peculiarly ap- 
|)licable to great numbers of the ordinary hearers 
of the gofpel as fuch. The great bulk of thofc 
who finally fall ftoft of evcrlaftinglife, though 
ttey lived ujid«r the adniiniftration of word and 
facraments, are ruined by miftakes of this ki/irf.^ 
There are hm of them, if any at all, who have 
at no time, through their whole lives, any f»-. 
rious impreflion^ about their fouls, ordonoihcng 
in the way of religion. There are fiill fewer 
whQ are fpeculative unbelievers, and fortify 
themfelves in their prophane practices, by irreli- 
gious principles. The far greateft number do 
fonie things,, and abftain from others, to quiet 
the Jn ward com^Uist^ of .conibience^ and muA 
have fonie brx>ken reed or other on which they 
may reft their eternal hopes. 

It might ferve in general to alarm fuch per- 
fons, that, a$ I b^ve obferyed above, the change 
is evidently ver,y gKcatj^ a^d therefore^ th^y ought 
not ^a(Uy to fupppfe tlwrt it is already paft, B«t 
i now add fomething ftill more awakenings t^at 

the 
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the changes however. great,, if it is only partial, 
is not fuch a& h neceflkry to. faJvation. . There 
may be a change truly great in Comq particulars, 
from one pf^md of life to another, not only fen-* 
fible to a man's felf, but vifible and remarkable 
to others* about him, which yet is not faving, 
becauA it is not general, or becaufe it is not per«» 
manent. The truth of this obfervation, that 
tlie change muft be univevfa}, appears from th« 
oonftant tenor of the holy fcriptuxes. Thus the 
P(hlmiA fays, <« Then (hall I not be afiiamed, 
^ when I have refpedl unto all thy command*^ 
^ ments ♦." And the apoftle James, " . Who»* 
^ foever (hall keep the whole law, and yet of« 
•* fend in one pokit, he is guiky of all f." Ift 
h, indeed, fo miuch the languagq of fcripturq^ 
that it is needlefs to inHfl upon it. God will' be 
fefved without a rival, and will not fhare domic* 
ftion with any in the human heart. £ut what \ 
ami perfhaded will be of mofl ufe upon this fub-> 
jeA, win be to point out, in a few particulars^ 
by what means a partial change is ^>mecime9 
brought about) and how this differs from the 
iavii>g and univerfal. 

7. In the fivft place, fomettmes a partial 
change ih pomtof oiarals, is produced merely \yf 
2i natur^ or accidental change in age, temper, op 
ikuatton. There are diieventiios to which men 

* P&l, cxU. 6» f James ii. lo, 

are 
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are addided in the different periods or ftages of 
human life* Thefe, of confequence, give way to, 
and are facceeded by, one another* There are^ 
indeed) inilances of extraordinary depravation in 
feme perfons, who ^< felling themfelves" like 
Abab to work iniquity, become the flaves of al-» 
moil every evil habit incident to human nature, 
Thefe, however, are efteemed monfters even by the 
world ingenerai, who continue in the commiffion 
of every fin while they can, and burn with defires 
after them when they cannot. But it often hap« 
* pens that the folly and levity, nay, even the dif- 
folute licentioufnefs of youth, gives way to the 
ambitious projects of riper years, and the hurr^ 
of an active life; and thefe again are fucceeded bj 
iordid^ felfifb, and covetous old age. In many 
cafes the fins are changed, but the difpofition to 
fin, and averfion from God, remains ftill the 
(ame. One fin may be eafily fupplanted by ano- 
ther, in a heart that is wholly a ftranger to re* 
newing grace. How greatly then may men de- 
ceive themfelves, by drawing favoura^e conclu- 
" fions from even a great and remarkable change 
in fome one or more particulars, while they con- 
tinue under the government of fins of a different 
kind. It is of finall confequence which of the 
commandments of. God are tranfgrefied, fince 
they are all of equal and indifpenfible obUgatton* 
It is of little moment for a man to get quit of 

one 
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KOit diftemper, by contrafting another eiqu^TIy 
inveterate, and as certainly mortal. What pro* 
fit was it to the Pkarifee that he was nfot an vx« 
tortioner like the pabHcan? his pride rendered 
him ftill more odious and detefiabie in the figlit 
of God, 

I may add here, that befides the common and 
necefTary changenof . age and temper, ia chatige of 
fituation, en^ployment, and conne£Hon^, '"Witl 
fometimes wean a man ffom one fin, and intro- 
dace an attachment to another. If the templa*- 
tion is removed, the fire may be extkiguiflied for 
i^ant of fuel. The inclination to fin in fonfi€* 
kinds may be thus occafion^y ivcakened, or the 
commifiion of it 4'^ndered impoffible. It h eafy 
to fee that fuch a change as this can be of no 
avail in theiight of God; or rather, to fpeak 
more properly, it is only an apparent, and no 
real change at all. It is -a. difference of efKjft 
from an alteration of circumiFances, but arifitig 
from the very fame caufe. Are there not many 
who may apply this refle<Sion to themfelves ? Are 
•there not many who have ceaftd to fip in fome. 
refpeSs, becaufe they have begun to fin in others i . 
Are there not many who are abufed and deceived 
by this delufory view? who take comfort to 
themfelves by remembering fome fpecie^ of fins 
or follies which they now fincerely and heartily 
tlefpile ? Take heed that this be not entirely owing 

C to^ 
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to your progrefe^ throu^ bfei or a change of cir- 
cumUances and fituation. Are you not ftitl- 
living as much to yourfelves as ever? as much' 
averfe from a life of love to, and communtoa 
with God, as ever? Retnember, that tbbugh 
your condu£t may be wifer and more prudent, 
and your character more refpcflable in the world 
than before, this is no proof of regeneration ; 
aind ^^ except a man be born again, he cannot 
*f fee the kingdom of God.'* 

2.. Sometimes a partial change is produced hy 
ftrong occafibnal convidions, either from the~ 
word, or providence of God. There are many 
inftances in which conviAions of (in are raHed in 
the minds of the hearers of the gofpd, M^iclr 
oontinue in great force for ibme time, and have 
a partial eflF^, which ftill remains. Even a Felix 
is fometimes made to tremble at the thoughts of 
a judgment to come. It is very certain that na- 
tural confcience, when awakened by the word 
of God, will both reftrain from fin, and excite 
to duty, even while fin hath the dominion upon 
the whole. As the fpirit lufteth againft the fie(b, 
and the flcfli againft the fpirit, in believers, fo , 
confcience, the divine witnefs in the hearts of 
unbelievers, may urge to the pradice oiF duty in 
a certain meafure, when it is not able to change 
the heart inwardly and univerfally. It may de- 
ter from fms to which the attachment is lefs 

7 firong. 
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ih-OTig, even wlwlft it is not ableto'eicpela dJitl- 
iBg luft, or dfetkrort^ a fmoutitie ido!> 

' There is a reittarfcabfc' example of thfe charac- 
ter in Hercd> and biy behaviour to John Bapt!((% 
We are toW by the evatigelift Mark, that Herod* 
*^ feared John, knowing that he was a jtift masi and 
** an holy, atld obferved htm, and when he heard* 
<^ him he did many things, and' he;^ him 
** gladly ♦." That is td fay, he did many ftich 
* things as were leaft contrary to the bent of cor« 
rtjpt aifedjon. But that the change was not en- 
tire is plain ; for when he was reproved for his 
'beloved luft, it only fcrved to inflame his rc- 
ftntment, and he to6k away the Ufe of his re- 
prover. We find that Ahab king of Ifrael,. of 
whom it is faid, that he *' did more to provoke 
«^ the Lord God of Ifrael to anger than aU that 
♦* went before him,^ yet humbled hif»(e!f on 
the denundatiofi of divine ^rath, and was fo far 
^jehttent as ferved to procure a fufpenfion of the 
tbmporalftroke. 

It appears, indeed, from inmimerable inftances* 
in fcripture, as well as from daily experience, 
that there are temporary conviftions raifed in the 
fliinds of many, hoth by the word and providence 
Kjf God. It is alfb certain, that there are im- 
perfefteffefts of thefe conviaions, which often 
-continue a confidetable time, or rather are per- 

"• Mark vi, ^t>, 
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petual, though they arc flill only partial. Many 
finnersy though they continue unrenewed, yet 
dare not return to the fame unbounded licence as 
before. Nay, there are fome fins, under the pe- 
nal effefts of which they have feverely fmarted, 
which they never dare afterwards to indulge. 
We have a very remarkable national inftance of* 
this imperfeifl reformation in the Jews. They 
were at firft (hamefully and amazingly prone to 
idolatry, and continued fo under repeated firokes, . 
till the terrible defolation they met with at the 
Babylonifli captivity : from that period, however^ 
notwithftanding their great guilt in other. parti- 
culars, they never returned to idolatry, but to 
this day continue to have the deepeft abhorrence 
of that capital crime. 

There are many particular perfons in the fame 
(ituation. Some fins \yhich have lain heavy on 
their C9nfciences, or for which they have feverely 
fufFered in the courfe of providence, they will 
not commit; but others, one or more, which 
fiiay be called their *' own iniquity," they hold 
faft, and will not let them go. Are there ^ot 
different degrees of depravation and obAinacy to 
be found in different finners, as well as different 
degrees of holinefs, obedience, and fubmiffion in 
the children of God ? And though there is ufually 
a progrefs in the iirft to the worfe, as well as in 
the lafl, to the better, yet flill there may be par- 
ticular 
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ticulaf fins which they dare not commit, and par- 
ticular duties which they diligently difcharge* 
' Nay, this partial charader is often the very thing 
that blinds their minds, and continues their fe- 
curity In an habitual alienation of heart from the 
life and power of true religionr 

Are there not many cuftomary Chriflian^ who 
have a form of godlinefs, and, though they are ut- 
ter ftrangers to communion with God, yet nothing 
will induce them to part with their form. Are there 
' not many whom it would be unjuft to brand with 
' the groflerxrimes of prophanc fwearing, fenfual 
riot, or unclean luff, v/ho yet have tiieir hearts 
fet upon the world, which they love and purfue, 
artd on which they reft with complacency, as 
' their fwcetefl: portion ? Are all outwardly decent 
- dnd fober perfons ready to take up the crofs, and 
fellow their mafter without the camp ? Are they 
. ready to forfake ** houfes and brethren, and fifters 
** and lands, yea, and their own life alfo, for 
*' his fake and the gofpel's ?" And yet without 
this they cannot be his difciples. There are many 
hard fayings in religion, which ordinary proTef- 
fors cannot bear, and with which they never 
comply." Remember the cafe of the young man 
-who came to our Saviour, and fpoke-with fo 
much modefty and difcretion, but could not bear 
this great trial: "Thenjefus beholding him lovod 
** him, and faid unto hint, One thing thou 

C 3 « lackeft i 
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*^ lacked : go thy wajr, fell whatfoever thau haft^ 
*^ and give to the poor^ and thou, (bait haice trea- 
^ fure in heaven i and come^ take up the crofe» 
^^ and follow me. And he vtras fad at that fa)r* 
<<, ing, and went away grieved, for he bad gre^C 
*« poffeffions *" 

3. Sometimes a pai^tial change is produced, in 
a. great meafure) even by the love and attach* 
ment which men have to fome one darling aad 
governing fin. The lefs willing they are to cut 
vff the right hand and to pluck out the right 
eye, the more zealous and diligent they will bo- 
141 other things, to atone for the indulgence,, or 
to cover it from their own obfervation. Hovit 
careful is a Pharifee to tytbe mint, anife, and 
cummin, while he neg!e£!& the weighter matters 
of the law i How does he ^^ make broad his f^- 
^ laderies, and enlarge the borders of bfs gar^ 
•*^ ment,** while he is deie£);ive in ^ jfudgfiient» 
" mercy, and faith r" How did the ancient Jews 
come with thoufands of rams, and ten thoufand 
fivers of oil, while living in the habitual ncgl&£): 
of fome of the moft . impfortan.t branches of the 
divine law ? We havjB an ap^fite example of 
this in tlifi condud of Saul, when fent againA 
Amakk : he fpared of the fpoil wbat was good, 
though he was commanded to deftroy it, and then 
prcteaded to make a free uncommanded ofFering 

• Mark z. ai, 2»« 
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d{ facrifice untD God, for whidh Bemet with 
this juft and. (kucEe reprirrrand : **'Hath the Lord 
*« as ^reat delight in burnt- dfferjngs ^nd fecrifi- 
" ce%, as in objeying the voice of the Lord? Be- 
** hol49 to obey isd>etter'than facrifice, and to 
/* hearrken than the^fet of rams*." We fde 
every day innumeratleJnftances of the famckind ; 
when there is any fin which men are witling to 
fpare,'V/hich:thcy defend with arguments, c?r pal- 
liate witii excufes, they are fo much the more 
ready ioov^rdom iiich duties as are not fo con- 
trary totbe prefent 'current of unfan<Sffied affec- 
tion. ^-^Erooi. all uhis you will plainly fee, that no 
DQ>an piigbt to judge of hioifelf by the greatnefii 
pf therchange:in any psirtioular, unlefs it is Ixni- 
vcrblf and without exception. 

SEC T. IIL 

from ihefe wordsj Except a man be born 

AGAIN HE CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF 

God, and ether ftmilar exprejjions in the holy 
fcrtptureSy we may infer that the change here in-- 
tended is not merely external and imperfect, 

iui INWARD, ESSENTIAli, and COMPi-EAT. 

J 

T Might have divided this obfervation inta 

two parts, and treated of them feparateiy, 

firft flwwing 4faat it k fiot an outward and appa- 

* I Sam. XV. 9X9 

C 4 rcRt 
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cent only, but an internal and real change ; fc^ 
condly, that it is not an imperkSt change, or 
diiFerence in degree only^ but a compleat and ef- 
fential change of the whole charaAer. But as 
the illuftration of thefe two muft have neceflarily 
in a. great measure coincicted, and they are very 
cloiely conneAedy I have chofen to join them 
together. 

That what fhall be (aid on this fulgedl may be 
the more ufefuland profitable, I will endeavour 
to explain, in as difiinufl and fimpfe a manner as 
I am able, what you are to underiBind by the 
above remark. The firft part of it will be moft 
eafily comprehended, that it is not an extern^d 
only, but an internal change ; that the moft ap;. 
parently ftri£t and regular converfation, the moft 
faultlefs difchargc of outward duties, will not be 
fufficient, while, the heart continues enflaved to 
fin in general, or under the dominion of any paiv 
ticular luft. The other part of the remark is, 
that the change muft not only he imperfeS, or 
in. degree, but eflential and compleat. That is- 
to fay, it is not fu^icient that a man be foniewhat 
lefs wicked than befqre, that be not only gives 
up fome fins, but ufe moderation in others ; nay, 
though be be under fome degree of reflraint uni«- 
vcrfally, if ftill there is not what may be called 
aa eflential change of character,, if ftill fin haa 

the 
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the afccndancy upon th'e whole, though its do^ 
minion be not fo uncontrolled as before. 

Sin may certainly have the chief feat in the af- 
fections, though it hath not altogether quiet and 
peaceable poffeffion. There muft always be feme 
governfng principle, which, properly freaking, 
conllitutes the charafter. As otrr Saviour tells^ 
us, " No man can ferve two mafters ; for either 
«* he will hate the one and love the other, or 
•• elfe he will hold to the one and defpife the 
** other : ye cannot ferve God afid mammon* *.*' 
Grace artd corroption arc oppofite in their na:- 
tures, and mutually dcftrudKve of each other, fa 
far as they prevail : and therefore the great quef* 
tion is, not how far any of them is altered fron» 
•what it was formerly in itfelf, but how far it pre* 
vails in oppofition to the other, and hath trufy 
the government of the man. I find it extremely 
difficult to communicate this truth rn a fimpFe 
and Irttclligible manner, fo as fo be level to the 
meaneft capacities. And it is little wonder j for 
here lies the chief part of the deceitfulnefs of fm. 
It will, I hope, be better underftood by what is 
•now to be added, both for its proof and' illuftration • 

That what I have above aflerted is agreeable 
to the analogy of faith, and* a part of the will df 
God, may ealily be made appear. It is the cort- 
fiant uniform dod^rine of the holy.fcriptunes. 

• Matt, vl, 24, 

C 5 Thc»e 
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There .we find it is the peculiar prerogative of 
God, that he feetfc and |uc|geth tb^ heart. By 
this his jLDowIcdge is diiUoguiihed froniy Bpd ex- 
cels all created underftanding) andt therefoce, as 
no appearance wiU deceive, fa no infincere.pro- 
feffion will be accepted by him : *^ For the Lord 
^ feeth mot as maa feetb, for naatt looketh oit 
*^ the outward aj:f>earance) but the Lord looketh 
^< on the heart */' To this purpofe is the ck^ 
hortation of David to bis fon Solomon: *^ And 
'< thou Solomwi, my fon, know thou thie God 
*' of thy father, and ferve him with a perfeA 
** heart and with a willing mind, for the Lond 
9* fearcbeth all hearts, and underftandetb all tbe 
*' imaginations of the thougbts f." 

The ftrels that is laid on tbis.in icripture, aod 
Jtbe frequent repetition of the word ** heart," can 
Jtarxily have efcaped the notice .even of the moft 
jcurfory reader, or the moft fuperficial ob&rver^ 
We find tlie confent of the heart req:utred tis la* 
^difpenfibly and chiefly necefTary, and that as di^ 
tingui(hed from outward and apparent obedience^ 
which, without it, will be of no rvalue. *^ Mjr 
*< fon, give me tbioe beart/^ fays Solomo% 
•* and let thine eyes o,bferve.my ways.§.*' We 
.find an inward change of heart and difpofitioii 
jpromifed, by God as the work of bis Spirit antf 

«• xSam. XYi.;7» f iChron, xxviii. ^ f'Pror. 

grace; 



igfaC^ : <* A new heart d(b wHl 1 girejouy and 
*•* a new fpi fit ^iH I -put Hvtthm you ;* audi I ynU 
*•• take away "tfce jfloiry heart out of yoar flcfli, 
^ and I wiH ^ive you an heart ©f ilefh, ahcl 
** I will put mj Spirit' withm you, and caufe 
"*• you to waHc m my Aatutes, and ye <hall icecp 
•** my judgmeitts and do them**." We find thte 
fame thing implored by penitent finncrs, as nef- 
*C(-flary to their recovery : *• Create in me a dcah 
** heart, vO God, and renew a right fpirit within 
^* me t»** And we -ftnd the duty of returning 
penitents prefcribcd in the very fame terms : 
^ Caft away from you all your traiifgreilions5 
■•* whereby ye have tranfgrefled, and make you 
^* aaiew heart and a view Spirits for why wiH 
♦« ye die, O houfe of Ifrael %*" 

I'feall only further obferve, that vrc iind in 
fcrtpture an integrity of heart required to real re- 
ligion ; that is to fay, that the love t)f<jod muft 
te the commandtng governing principle, that 
there muft he no divided or rival affcdion ftifFered 
toremam : ^ For the Lord jrtnnr God provetli 
*• you, to know whether yoii-love^he Lord your 
•* God whh all your -heart •and with aH yotit 
*♦ foul ||." The^^irftduty of the moral laWTruni 
iniihefc terms : " Thou fliak hnre the Lord thy 
•♦ God with aH fhy heart, and 'With ^l thy fouf, 
•* and with all iity tmnd ■§r;'* -whteh, -as a pjer^ 

• Eick. xxxvi. a6, 17. *|- 1»fal. li. 10. J Ezek. 

SviiSt 31* H Deut. xiii. 3« § Matt, xzii. 37. 
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cept of the gofpd, is cxplaixKd by ifa&foUMfing^ 
pafiage ; ** He ifaat lovctb £tthar or moce than 
mc, is not worthy of mc; aad he that lorcth 
fon or daughter more than 0c» is not worthy 
ofmcV I^toanyjthecollcaingoffonaaRy 
pai&ees of feripture fecm tedious it is iotirdy 
owing to the abuiukuioe and commomicis of 
tbem. It were eafy to have added ten times the 
number to thofe which have been already quoted, 
a circumftance to which I particulariy beg the 
reader's attention, as it fets in the ftrongeft light 
the certainty and importance of this truth. 

Having fo far confirmed and cftablilhed the 
obfervatioa from the facrcd oracles, I would wiU 
Singly ilJuflrate and apply it a little more parti- 
cularly. And as truth fddom receives greater 
I'ght from any thing than from a difcovery of the 
oppofite errors, I fhall point out by what means 
Sometimes an apparent- or impjcrfeft change is 
produced, vi^hich is not inward and eflfentiaU- 
Thk I apprehend will be effe£ted by a view of 
the following chara£^ers, every where to be met 
With. I, A chara^er formed upon a well-con- 
^uflcd felfiih principle. 2^ One that is fupremely 
governed by reputation, and a defire of honour 
and refpe£t from men. 3. One that is influenced 
by a religious principle, in which a fpirit of bond- 
age and flavifli fear chiefly predominates. 

, • Matt. X. 37. 
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- In tbe.iisrft.idaoe. There is a charafier In the 

. world which may be faid to be formed upon a 

: well^coxiduded fejfifii principle. It may be faid 

indeed, in general, of every unrenewed perfon, 

• that in fuch a heart God is dethroned, and felf, 

in one ifaape or other,, is exalted, is fet in his 

place, and reigns in bis ftead : but what I have 

chiefly in view at prefent is, to point out the cha- 

. raSer. of thofe who, in all thofe parts of their 

. condufl which afllime the name of religion or of 

virtue, are chiefly zjRtd not by a fenfe of duty^ 

but by an intention to promote their own pre&nt 

fatisfa^ion and comfort. It is the language of 

experience and found, reafon, as well as of tbe 

; word. of God, *' that the wicked worketb a d«- 

*,^ cd^M work;'' Ttece- ate, many immediate 

and fenfible bad confequences of vice aiad wick-^ 

ednefs. Some who have already fmarted under 

.tbeir efFeds, may,, therefore, in many inftanceys 

avoid them, without any due fenfe of the evil 0/ 

{mj as againft the law of God, or .taking hie 

icrvice as their hearty and unfeigned choice. 

Let us give fome examples of this. A man 
may avoid intemperance and excels, purely or 
' chiefly^ becaufe it is hurtful to his health, and 
introduces fucbjdiforders into his frame as incapa. 
citates him for reli(hing even the pleafures of the 
world and of fenfe. A ofian may find from- expe« 
rience, that being injurious to others in word or in 
deedj nay, even refenting the injuries done tohjm* 

' felf," 
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felf, raifes fatm up (b manyenemie^yjand lainflames 
«very litde incident, as^reatlydiftBcbsirispeaee. 
He may therefore be patient Andrfofbeacing, wbitft 
ft is not owing to any meek ne6 xjf-mmi^ ^^-g^ 
vernment of his pafficms fcom aienfeiof daty, :biit 
merely to the ftrengthof ^is judgmrnt, and Ms 
^falling upon the fitteft way.of poototiing:fajs own 
^afe. It is precifefy.riib ibrt<df men mho may 
•often be obfeF¥ed to bereafimtfble, taodeftf and 
ietf^'denied, in their depofCaaem in the «rorId in 
(general, *but iarage and tyrannical, or feeyifli 
:smd difcomentcd in :tbetr )Own families, where 
*there are none upon equal terms vririi them, or 
able to make a formidable refiflance to them. A 
wife man may, upon the wehole, by refleAion 
4iifoover, that what gives the higheft relilfii an'd 
^ignancy to every fcnfible enjoyment is, ^to ha- 
ibituate himfetf to fome<kgi*ec of (elf^Klenial, to 
conduA them with decency, and to ufe them 
avith Sobriety and ^moderation. When this con^ 
4lu<9, -as indeed is commonly the cafe, is -the 
fruit of -ejfperience, it is fe HTcnflWc a -change, 
that it often patfies itfeFFuct-onlyon others, hut 
even on the perfon t:oiicerned, for -a religious 
change. But if thc^change is not rrrwardas vi^ell 
as outward, if theaffeSions ftill-flowin the fame 
channel, though they -are better hemmed in, and 
preferred from impetuofity and excefs ; if the 
fource of happinefs is fHU.thc fame, though it is 
moft ^rmgly t>r tnorc wifely indulged, rt is 

plainly 



pUitiif ^ iiUjMEtUife» itnd-ttietpeffon cannot 'be 
&tft t9:b«b9nf 9g»m. Uejs oulwtrdly regular^ 
and rcempamturely jeft widfitfLthaii before, i)tit 
caanot be&id lo lovvmid ferve'Godr ^ witb ^1 
*^ bis he»rcan(t witb alt his.fetil/' 

We majr kam AQm ^i$ «a yerjr important lef- 
Ion, tD«iiftnigliftb fartWFiftnjbiiinao vktueand re- 
iigiany betwieen n^^oeat hskI Uamelcfs carriage 
upon o^livos 9f pffifejH QMftvenieftey, and anevr 
nature, -or a rgracioiis :il3te« I know ioane ar^ 
ii'tgUy di&tisfieilitttnakuig any dUlin£Uosi of^thb 
onatupe ; btit is it not phmly ^poffible diat iiicfa a 
^h^iaSttt aa is deferibed adboire majr «»ffi; f Ic -h 
Jiot ,alfo ^sufi, ibr rea(ae$ -too obvious to be in- 
iiSed -on^ that k oannot ^dcleiwe the nav&e of a 
new or i|itritiial i)irtb*? And ia it ^ot .therefore 
the dfsty .of mtrnftors >of /the .goipel to put .men in 
jnind of this, »s -mdl i^s -every otber fouEoe^f felf- 
-deceit ? .Nay, the neccffiiy invone view is gMaieA, 
,in Xuob:a cafe as this, :that ^we tnay msan tKofe 
ef iheir danger who ha^ie a name to live wiiiie 
*ihej are dead, .that we may ihake the fttong- 
Jtoldof diepfefumptuous felf-applaucKng^fotmaliif^ 
Jirbo is often more cieaf and infenfH^Ie to the thin^ 
^at bebng to hia peace, than the moft abatk* 
idoned proSigatc* 

la there any ready to fay, Wlqr do you take 
4ipon you to Judge :tbe lieart, .and afc^ibe what 
ypu iotift ccMifels to he esGceUent and amiable tn 
itTdf^ . t9 ^vmmg jncttivss andan iu^ligioaa'prm^ 

cjplc? 
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' ciple ? I anfwer, I judge no maa^s heart ; but, 
. while I kave it to the decifive judgmem of God, 
would wrllingiy fubjed its actings to its own re- 
view. It k but an appeal to the inward court 
of confcience, or rather a citation of the perfon, 
with conference as the witnefs, to the tribunal of 
him that ** trieth the reins and the heart." But 
after all, there is no difficulty in going aftep far- 
ther. We may often know the ** tree by its 
*' fruits." We may often difcern the fallhood 
of thefe plaufible moralifts, by an habitual world- 
:]inef9of temper and converfation> by a great in- 
difference about the ordinances and worfliip of 
God i nay, fometimes a bold and avowed oppo- 
fition to vital experimental religiony to t^e lann 
guage and exercifes of the fpiritual life. 

To.prevent the mifunderftanding of what hath 
been fatd, it will be neceflary to obferve, that I 
intend not to deny the propriety or the ufe of 
Ihefe affiftant motives, as they may be called, 
which atffe from the prefent benefit and advan^ 
tage of true religion. I have faid only, that the 
obedience or reformation which flows from ne 
higher principle, is not fuch as will be accept- 
able to God ; it is not that change which is ne- 
ceflary before we can enter into life eternak 
There are, however, various ufes to which thefe 
confiderations may jufily, and ought in duty to 
Ji>e applied. They ought to fatisfy u« of the ex- 
cellence and truth of religion in general, and to 
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be produced in oppofition to ^he licentious and 
profane topics of coaveifation) fo often to be 
met with in protnifcuous company. When any 
one begias to> declaim in favour of luft and fen- 
fuaHty> and alledges that nature has given us de* 
fires, and why (hould it give them^ but in order 
to their gratification ? Let the hearer immediately 
obferve, that, by the corruption of nature, our 
appetites are greatly inflamed, ^nd not at aU in 
a found ftate ; that, as is plain from the mod in- 
conteflred experience^ the beft and moft defireabie 
enjoyment of any fenfible delights is, that thank- 
ful, felf- denied, moderate ufe of them, which 
the word of God authorifes or prefcribes. 

The fame refle£)Jons may very properly ferve 
for awakening grofler Tinners to a fenfe of thc^ir 
danger. The prodigal feems to have been firft 
brought to hlmfelf by a deep refle<3ion upon his 
own fotly. But he did not reft here : he did not 
content himfelf with endeavouring to recover, by 
fobriety and induftry, the wealth which he had 
fquandered away, but returned to his father fqv 
the forgivenefs of his crime. In the fame man- 
ner, no doubt, thetofs of health, fubftance, and 
"reputation, (hould convince the finner of the evil 
of his ways. This argument is u(ed by the 
apoftle Paul : ** What fruit had ye then in the 
*' things of which ye are now afhamed * T' Bat 

• Rwn. vi. «f, ' " *• 

I 
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J would never cillthtt rdigton, which proceeds 
to no higher views ; nor that repentance, which 
is complfiated by noixtbtr principle. 

Such rdle&ions ihould alfo be improved by 

every good man, to imprefs his mind with a deep 

fenfe of the goodnefs of God. Every thing that 

( ^he commands is truly moft eligible in rtfelf, and 

moft beneficial to us. His will is as gracious as 

'his authority is abfolute. Relrgion's ** ways 

'* are ways of pleafantnefs, and all her paths are 

** tJcace.*'* Well might our bleffed "Mafter fay, 

'** Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; 

»** for I am mer^k and lowly in heart, and ye fliall 

•* find reft unto your fouls : for my .yoke is cafy, 

** and my burden is light f.*' This ihould daily 

difpofe us to thankfulnefs to that God who fur- 

Tounds us with his care, and who follows us with 

loving-kindnefs and with tender nnercies. His 

very reftraints are favours, his commands are 

bleffings. 

Is it pofliWe^o avoid adding, that the fame 
views IhouJd bfe'made ufe of to fortify us againft 
temptation. When .a fcnfe of duty is the pre- 
vailing dcfire, we may vei:y fafcly corroborate jt 
with all thefe inferior confiderations. Jt (hould 
make fin the more hateful and abomitiable, and 
^prevent us from yielding to that' party which 

^ ftill 
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ftill fecretljr plieacb for ijt in our unperfedUy 

Before I leave this branch of the fobjei£l» I 
muQ fpe^ijc aifew words to Anners of ja dHFerent 
chara^lier* if then many decent jind r^ukrtpeir- 
fons are neverthelefs under the wrath of God, 
what terror ihould this give.to -the more ,o{»nly 
propban^} who are living in infta&ces of grofs 
.wickednefs i How aian,y are t^heie to be found 
among us, nay, how siany.s^piiear from.(abbath 
to iabbatb in our worfiupplnig^airembUies, who 
live .in the habitual practice of fome of the mqft 

^ notorious crimes ? How many, who live in • a 
bold diefiance of the truths and laws ,of our great 
Alafler^ who are not only flain^d with origiiv^l 
pollution, but lajbouring under a daily increafing 

. ioad of actual guilt ? Are there not fome fwea^-- 
.ers and blai^hemers x>f the .great and dreadful 
Aame of God ? fome defpifers and prpphaners of 
bus holy day ? Some who add drunkennefs to 
thirft, wafting the creatures of God by diilipating 
their own firbjGfance, defacing the image ,of God 
by undermining their own health, atx^pe and ihe 
Tame rime procuring«and baftening their final de-> 
ftruftion ? Are there .not fome walking in tfce 
luft of uncleannefs ? fom^ retaining,, without re«* 
ftitution, the gain of unrigbteoufnefs ? is it not 
furprifmg that fucb do not tremble at the word 
of God ? Can there be any doubt that all of the 

above 



44 A Practical Treatise 

above cbaraflers ate unrenewed ? Is there any pre- 
tence for their deceiving thcmfelves? There is 
no juft cxcufe even for the more regulaf and ib- 
ber building their hope on a falfe foundatiofi, 
but there is not fo muc1i as a ihadow of excufe 
for them. Dare any fuch entertain a doubt of a 
judgment to come ? Can any mortal be fnfenHbte 
of the precarioufnefs of time ? The king of ter- 
rors lays his hand upon one after another, as he 
receives a commiifion from the King of kings ; 
and it is diftrefiing to think in what an unprepa- 
red ftate many receive the fummons, which rre- 
verthelefs they muft of neceflSty obey. 

Whoever thou art who readeft thcfe lines, if 
thou art yet unrenewed, but particularly if thbu 
art one of thofe whofe fins are open and manifeft^ 
I befeech thee in the moft earneft manner, to be 
reconciled unto God. ** Behold now is the at- 
*^ ceptcd time, behold now is the day of falvaticoi, 
'* God is in Chrift reconciling the world unto 
** himfelf, not imputing their trefpafles unto 
** them.** The blood of this Saviour is of infi- 
nite value. His Spirit is of Irr^fiftible efficacy* 
He is " able to fave to the uttermoft all that 
*' come unto God by him.'* Delay not one mo- 
ment. Give immediate thanks that thou art not 
already in the place of torment. Believe in the 
Son of God for righteoufnefs and flrength. Add 

' not 
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not to all tby other fins i^inft him, by under- * 
valuing his atonemeitt and defpairing of mercy. * 
And may it pleafe God, by his «own power, to 
reach thy heart, to fnatch thee as a brand from 
the burnii^ and make Aee an ev^r lading mo« : 
nument of his goace and love. 

2. In the fecond place we may often find air 
appearance of religion or virtue in a charaSer^ ' 
4'upremely governed by reputation or a defire of . 
refpe£t and honour from the world. I fay fu-^ 
premely governed, becaufe no doubt there may 
be a mixture of other principles whilfb this is the' 
leading, the dire£ling, and the governing view* ' 
I am fenfible there are fome who have no other 
view of any kind by a religiousi profeffion than to 
deceive others, and under the fait difguife of pie- 
ty and feeming devotion, to carry on with more 
fecurity and fuccefs their unrighteous defigns. 
That fomc fuch are to be found in the world, 
fad experience is a melancholy proof. The great- 
nefs of their guilt it is not eafy to tonceive, and ' 
ftill more difficult tct exprefs. As it muft always 
proceed upon a known deliberate contempt of 
God, there is ufually fuch a hardnefs of heart 
and fearednefs of confcience attending it, that 
there is little probability of making any impref* 
fion upon them ; or rather, to fpeak more pro- 
perty, they have all the fymptoms of being given 
up of God and left to themfelves,^ But there is 

fomething 
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fometUng extrenielf buih. and wmaluralifl fti& 
pe^figanji <»f wilful ddibeisto b^|Kscrify> till ic 
it. platnlf and openly deteAcd. Tbe truth is,. I 
am perfoadedy. tkat as it is. a dreadful^ fo it is a 
rate charafler. Tbe far gtcxteSt parr of thofe 
who are under the power of ^jepocrifyt deceive 
thenKfelf^^ as much a% or rather more than thp 
vmld. Tbefe laft f«U more properly ia my way 
t'o^ beconfideivd^.ashaHDgundefgdfie a feeming 
-cr-appareat ^hoiit any seal change. 

In: order to illuftrate the cbara&er and flate of 
thofe. who are Aipremely gpverned by reputation 
or adefif^ of honour and reaped, it will be pro*. 
pfr taobferve) that as< the law of God i9 a tranf- 
cript of his own perfed inherent excellence, true 
religion nauft be in^itfelf amiable and lovely. Nay 
it muft appear foeven in the eyes of thofe who are 
engaged in a ftated opposition to its intereft. 
You will fay, how is this poifible ? I^ it not a 
mani&ft contradiiilion i I anfwer. That though 
4)|e fpirit and principles from which true religion 
muft flovis be dire6i]y contrary to the bent of an 
unrenewed heapt> yet their effe^ are both amia-y 
hie and beneiic.ial. Bad men cannot endure in- 
ward mortification and felf* denial, being bum* 
hied as finnersin the frght of God^ jufiified free- 
ly by his grace, fao43ified by his Spirit, and hav- 
ing nothing whereof* td glory* Againft thefe vi* 
tal principles of piety the natural mind fets iifelf 

with 
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with viofence, and ttoe unrewcd heart rlfes with' 
jiidignadoir. B4it theefFed: o^ true religion or a 
diligent compliance with the duties of the moral 
law, as it is amiable in itkV^ fo it is alfo of 
good report among men. We are told in fcrip- 
ture, <* that the righteous is more excellent than 
'> his neighbour/' And the ^XKftk Paul exhorts 
us to our duty ijft the folbwing terms: ^^Finatl/ 
V brethren^ whatToever. diings zvt true, what- 
^^ foever thing? dre honeft, whatfoever things arer 
** lovely, wbatfoever things are of good report ; 
M if there be any virtue, and if there be any 
•* praife, thmk on thefe things ♦/* 

Does not this at once difcover h^w many may 
attain to a conflderable diegree of regularity inr 
the prafiicc of their dutyj wkHe their governing^ 
principle is no better than avdefire of the efteem 
of others. That character acquires a value in 
their eyes, which is in general repute, and will 
fet them in the moft favourable light. This hath 
often a fecret and infenfible influence, to which 
they themfelves do not atteiKJ. What favours 
the deceit is, that many of the very fame duties 
are commanded in the law of God, and repu- 
table in the fight of man. They gladly embrace 
them therefore as the fervice of God : it pleafes 

• PhU. iv* S. 

them 
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tbem to think, they fliall by this means be ac- 
ceptable to him* Tiiey fondly flatter themfelves, 
that this isxhe chief ground of their choice, and 
are not fenfible that they are but ofFering tifcenfe 
to their own vanity. Self-partiality often hides 
the truth from our view, and conceals tiie chief 
fprings and motives of adion* Since diibrder 
was introduced into the human frame by fin, 
there is no creature whofe chara£ler is fo mix* 
ed, variable, inconfiftent, and felf*contradi<Etory 
as. man. Other creatures are regular and uni« 
forin, fteadily fulfil their funStions ; their natnre 
and diCpofition may be kn«wn without ambrgu- 
uy, and they always reach their end. But -man 
it, as it were, torn to preces by the conflicting 
principles of light and darknefs ; and from the 
different and contrary fymptoms which often ap- 
pear, it is hard to tell in what dafs he fliould be. 
ranged. 

Fxom this will evidently appear, the ncceflity 
of an inward and ellentiai change. That which 
is done to gain the applaufe of naen, will never 
be reckoned an acceptable part of the fervlce of 
God. On the contrary, he holds it in the high- 
cfl deteftation. See the exhortation of our Savi- 
our : " Take iieed that you do not your ajms 
** before men, to be feen of them, oiherwife ye 
<« have no xeward of your Father which is in 

tea- 
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^ heaven*. I cannot help otferving here, that 
men o^fthts character may be divided into two 
clafles, who commonly ftate themfelves in oppo* 
fition to, and have the g'reateft hatred or con- 
tempt for, each other, and yet are adted by one; 
common principle. 

There are fome who feem chiefly to confine 
(heir views to a fair and honourable carriage in 
their cbrrefpondence and commerce between man 
and man. Thefe are commonly perfons of higher 
rank, and all who deifire to emulate them, and 
wi(h to be claflcd with them. In fuch, honour 
holds the i^lace of religion: or, at leaft, is a 
fupcrior and more powerful principle. They 
would not willingly ftain their reputation with 
any thing that is bafe or mean, according to the 
ftandard they have formed to themfelves, of de- 
cency of charafler and dignity of carriage. This^ 
ftandard of decency, however, is y^ change- 
jible. It is cither more narrow or more extenfive,* 
according to the fentiments of thofe with whom 
they mcift frequently converfe. And there is of-' 
ten fome mixture of religion, which ferves under, 
and *co- operates with, the commanding motive. 

There are vaft multitudes of this character in 
the prcfent age, who cannot be defcribcd in 
jufter or more fignificative terms than thofe of* 

• Matt, vi, u 
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the apoftle Paul -, they are '^ conformed to this 
•* world." They tread in its fteps, they aft up- 
on its maxims, they afk its approbation, and 
they have their reward. 

How £ar Aich perfons are from being renewed 
in the fpirit of their mind, and how much they 
are the fervants^ of men, may be plainly difcover* 
ed by the following fign ( that they are almoft a« 
much afhamed of unfafhionable duties, as of dif- 
honourable crimes. How different is their boafl* 
td dignity of mind from a truly holy refolution 
and chriftjan magnanimity ? Are there not fc^e, 
whofe integrity in ordinary ca(es may be de* 
pended on, and who -would abhor, the thoughts 
of a mean and dirty aAion, as it is ufually ftiled^ 
hut who would be covered with nearly equal 
fiiame, iffurprifed jn any aft of devotion, as if 
detefted in difbonefly and fraud ? JHow many, 
who would brave the king of terrors in the field 
of battle, from a fenfe of honour ; but who, 
tho' far from being infidels, have not fufEcient 
courage to worfliip, in their families, the great 
Creator and Prcferver of men ? Such may fee the 
reception they (hall meet with at laft, and even 
feel the juftice of their own condemnation in 
thefe words of our Saviour; " Whoever, therc- 
*« fore, fljall beaftamed of me, and of my words, 
** in this adulterous and finful generation., of 
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V him ftlfo Ih^U tbe Son of man be afljamed, 
*^ when hje Cometh in the glory of his Father> 
•* with the holy angels,*." 

There are others of a diS^rent ftamp, who 
kck the approbation of men, more by an appear* 
aace'of piety and devbtion, and the 'duties of th^ 
firft tabic of the law. That there arc fome fuch 
alfOi not only the wferd of God, but daily ex- 
perience puts bey6nd all doubt or queftion. 
** This people," faith our Lord, ** draweth nigh 
** unto me with their mouth, and honoureth mc 
^* with their lips, lut their heart is far froqi 
^* me t«" I ftt afide, both in this and in the 
former inftance, the cafe of grofs, intended, and 
deliterate' hypocrify. But are there not roany^ 
who, in their religioiis duties, feem chiefly to 
have in view the attaining or preferving the ef-- 
teem and approbation of others ? They are not 
liletermined from any inward and perfonal convic- 
tJoin of the excellence or neceffity of religion ; but 
from their youth up, they have flill heard reli- 
gion fpoken of with reverence, and feen religi- 
ous perfdns treated with refpe^Sl. This make^ 
them confider an entire negleA of religious du-^ 
ties as ihameful rather than fuiful : and fome de- 
gree of profefled attachment to them, as iiecef* 
fary to th^ir character and credijt. 

•Maikviii. 38. f Matt, xv, S« 
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This, like many other motives, hat a ftrong, 
tbo' at the fame time an infeniible ioflutnce, and 
when mixed with imperfect convi6ltons of fin, witt 
pjoduce no fmall degree of regularity in religious 
exercife^, while yet the heart is habitually fet up* 
on the world. In whatever age or place. there 
is a regular and fettled adminiftration of the or- 
dinances of Cbrift, there will be many whofe 
religion is no more than a blind imitation of 
others, and a defire of fome title to that charac* 
ttt which is in efteem and repute for the time 
being. Wherever there is much real, there will 
alb be much counterfeit religion. Wherever 
there is much true piety, it is always loaded, 
with the dead weight of many cuftomary pro- 
fcflors. Wherever there is much outward efteem 
waiting upon the fervants of God, there will 
always be many of thefe fair-weather chriftians, 
who follow Chrift whilft the profeffion is honour- 
able, hut are unacquainted with that part of bis 
fervice, which confifts in taking up the cro{s» 
and fufiering reproach. Their charaAer is well 
defcribed by our Saviour, under the image of 
feed falling upon ftony places. ** He that re- 
« ceived the feed into fiony places, the fame 
** is he that heareth the word, and anon with 
** joy receivetb it. Yet hath he not root in him- 
^ felf, but durcth for a while 5 for when tribu- 

*^ iation 
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^ lation or perfecution arifeth becaufe of the 
*' word, by and by he is offended *." 
- 3. In the third place, there is ftill another cha* 
i^er difFerent from both thefortner, in which there 
may be an apparent and imperfe£l, while there is no 
compleat and eflential change. The charafler I 
have now in view, is formed upon religious prin- 
ciples, but in which a fpirit of bondage and fla- 
vifh fear greatly predominates. It is often diffi- 
cult, according to the fcripturc txpreflion, rightly 
to divide the word of truth : it is difficult to point 
out (he errors by which men deceive ihemfejves, 
and miftake the (hadow for the fubftancc, and 
at the fame time to caution them fo diftindlyt 
as that ferious perfons may not be alarmed \ their 
peace and comfort interrupted by unneceiTary 
or ill-grounded fears. Perhaps there are few fub- 
jcds in which this difficulty is greater, than the 
one I have now mentioned. I pray that God, 
for Chrift's fake, may enable me to open the 
truth in fucb a manner, as may convince and 
awaken thofewho have hitherto built with un- 
tempered mortar, and may give additional, peace 
and confolation to thofe who have ^^ fled for 
*' refuge, ' to lay hold ' of the hope fet before 
« them.** 

* Matt. xUi. 20> II. 
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That it is of importance to open this charader, 
every one may, upon a little reflexion be fenfi- 
ble. There are many whp will not find them- 
felves included in any of the twd former. 
Upon the moft candid examination, confci- 
ence bears them witnefs, that they have more 
in view than merely prefent cafe and comfort^ 
or the approbation of others. T'hey have often 
a ftrong impreffion of the importance of an end- 
lefs eternity. This hath a fcnfible and confide- 
lable influence upon their condu£V| and is a mo- 
tive quite diftinQ from worldly pleafure. It 
compels them to duties out of the reach of hu- 
man obfervation, and therefore they cannot think 
that the praife of men is their higheft aim. 

But are there not many fuch umJer the domi- 
nion of fear ? that is to fay, confcience in fomd 
meafure awakened, denounces vengeance againft 
the breaches of the law of God : providei^tial 
difpenfations fill them with a terror of divine 
power } they know they cannot live always, and 
tremble to think what fhall become of them af- 
ter death. Well, perhaps the reader will fay, 
with fome furprife, is this wrong ? No, fo far 
their exercife coincides with that of real penitents. 
But here, if I may fo exprefs it, the ways part afun- 
der : the real penitent, by a difcovery of the intrinfic 
evil of fin, of the mercy of God, and the great 
foundation of a finner's hope, is led in the way 

of 
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of peace \ his heart is truly changed, and brought 
under the influence of the love of God, whom he 
obeys as his taw-giver j to whom he fubmits as 
his Lord j and in whom he refis as his portion. 
But there are others, who, by abftinence froi^ 
fome fins, againft which the reproofs of cohfci- 
cnce are moft difiinft and fevere, and hy the 
formal difchargc of many religious duties, en- 
deavour to leflen their fears* ; to lay a foundation 
for a precarious peace ; and, as it were, by a 
coftly facrtfice, to purchafe ^ immunity from 
&el}. tear hot only awakens,' but continues to 
govern them 5 they lay down a legal fyftem of 
obedience and felf-righteoufhefs^ but all the 
while they ^rag the yoke with great impatience* 
They do not hate fin from their hearts, 00 it$^ ' 
own account, but are afraid that they ihall burfi 
for ever for committing it. They do not love 
God, but they fear, becauie they know that they 
cannot refift him. They do not engage in his fer- 
vice with chearfulnefs, or delight in it as their 
choice, but groan under it as a burthen. Their 
hearts and afFedions are fet upon prefent and 
temporal enjoyments ; but they apply themfelves 
in fome meafure to the duties of religion, be- 
caufe they kixow they cannot keep the world zU 
ways i and fubmit to it, as rather tetter and morfe 
tolerable than everlafting mifery. 

D+ The 
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The frequeDcy of this charaQer will fland 
in need of little proof. If the features are juftly 
drawn, I am perfuaded they will be eafily known, 
for they, are very common. Arc there not ma* 
hy who may juftly fufpedi thcmfelves to be a£led 
by no higher motive tKan the fear of wrath ? 
Does not this plainly (hew it(clf, by your back- 
ward, heartlefsi cold difuharge of dutyv your 
regret and (brrow in parting with, and frequent 
relapfes into iin ? Is not your religion temporary 
and changeable ? Does it not rife and fall with the 
fenfible tokens of divine preience and power i 
Have you not trembkd on a Ack-bed, or other 
time of danger ; humbled yourfelves before God; 
cried for relief; and promifed amendment t But 
has not your re&lut ion relaxed upon your reco*^ 
very, and your diligence borne proportion to the 
fuppofed nearriefs or diftance of the danger ?* Is 
not this then manifettly the effed of fear : and 
may not the words of the Pfalmift be juftly ap- 
plied to all fuch ? " When he flew them, then 
** they fought him ; and they returned, and 
** enquired early after God : and they remem- 
*< bered that God was their rock, and the high 
*' God their redeemer : neverthelefs they did 
** flatter him with their mouth, and they lied 
^' unto him with their tongues ; for their heart 

«« was 
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^< WHS not right with him, neither were they fted- 
*« faft in his covenant *•" 

Few things, I apprehend, will be of more im** 
portance than to £hew, in a clear and fatisfylng 
manner, that the obedience or religious per<> 
formances that are influenced by no higher mo- 
tive than fear, are not acceptable to God, nor 
any fuiSicient evidence of a renewed heart. This^ 
indeed, is equally plain from many pailages of 
fcripture, and from the nature and reafon of the 
thing. It appears from all thofe paflages formerly 
cited, and many others where mention is made 
of the inclination of the heart and will, of which 
obedience on compulflon can be no manner of 
proof* It appears undeniably from the great com- 
ni!andment of the law^ and fum of practical relij 
gion, ^^ Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God with 
^* all thy heart, and with all thy foul, and with 
♦* all thy ftrengtb, and with all thy mind f;** 
It appears from what is always reprefented as the 
great commanding and conftraining motive of the 
gofpe! : " For the love of Chrift conftraineth us, 
** becaufe we thus judge, that if one died for allj 
^^ then were all dead ; and that he died for all^ 
** that they which live, fliould not henceforth 
** live unto themfelves, but unto him which died 
** for them, and rofe again J." To the fame 

• Pf*l. Ixxviii. 34, 35, 36, 37. , f Luke x, 27. 

% % Cor, Y. 14, 
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purpafe tbfe apoftlc John fays, «• Wc hM6 tmy/tk 
•* and believed the love that God hath to us. 
^* iSod is Ibtc ; . and he that dwcllcth th love 
•* dwellcth in God, and God in him ^.^^ We 
find in fcriptHre thit there is a direft opjpiofitioA 
ftatcd betweeil the fpirit of genuine converts un- 
der the gol^l, and a fpirit of bondage, or flaviih 
fear: «* For ye have not received the fpirit of 
** bondage again to fear, but ye have received 
^* the fpirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, 
*< Father ♦." So fays the fame apofllc to Ti^ 
mothy, ** For God hath not given us the fpirit 
^* of fear, bttt of power and of love, and of i 
*• found mind f." 

The truth i9> it is equally plain from the na* 
iure and reafon bf the thing. That ^hich is done 
bnly or chti^fly from fear, cannot be any evidenci^ 
of the change that is acceptable to God, becaufe, 
properly fpeaking, it is no real or inward change 
at all. The efFefls of fin are reftrained or con- 
trolled by fuperior power, but the inc]inatk)n to* 
it remains fiill the fame. . It is a common and 
known principle, that whatever is the effed of 
compuinoh or force upon the agent, wh^thel- it 
be good or eVil iii itfelf, hath nothing moral in 
its nature. The fword that commits murder, 
and that which ekecute^ jiiftice, defeWbs eq\i)al 

* • 

^ I JoLn iv. ]6. ^ k«n. ViH, 75, f 2 Tim^ 
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})iame or praife, or rather none of them dcfcrvei 
either the oite or the other. A deteftcd thief, 
compelled to make reflitution^ or loaded with 
chains fo that he cannot fteal, does not thereby 
become honeft inr his naturo 

The cafe is precifely the fame with thofe who, 
in their religious duties, are utider the govern^ 
tnent of fear, although it be the ffear of thcrr al- 
ttiighty Judge. From any fimilar inftance bc^ 
tween man and man, we may at once be-ftnCHe 
6f this truth. If one man is willing to ovcr-reacH 
another, but, through his adverfary*s fupcriot 
fkill, is not able, or, terrified by threatnings, is 
not bold enough to attempt It, what charaflct 
does he bear, or dcferve, but that of a difap* 
pointed knave? What jiarent oi'mafter will bi . 
fatisfied with the obedience of a child or fervant^ 
who plainly difcovers that he hate« his cofftfTiaBK^si 
and grieves at his authority ? It is true, as ma-A 
can only judge with certainty ^ the outward 'ap- 
J)eafrante, this circumttancc muft be left out Si 
every fyftem of human govermnent; We >ttA 
mate' nO" laws on earth to punlfli the fntcntiont 
but fo much we know of it, as may make us ■fen*- 
fible what all fuch deferve, and (hall receive, at 
the hand of God, whofe prerogative it is that 
he knoweth and judgeth the fecrcts of aH haif ti-.» 

I ftiall only further dbferve, that the'farttfc 
thing appears m the tleateflr'nranner, fromthfe 
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nature of that happinefs which is prepared for the 
children of God in the life to come. It is purely 
fpiritual, as it is perfedly holy : it coniifts in the 
knowledge of God, in the cxercife of love to him, 
in conformity to his nature, and the executiop 
of his will. Thofe who are under the dominion 
of fear, who have no love to God, but only de« 
ftre to avoid his wrath, will certainly find, that, 
though it were poffible fqr th^m to efcape hell, 
they neither deferve, nor are able to relifli, the 
employment and happinefs of heaven. As the 
commands of God are a burden to them on earth, 
bis immediate prefence would be a ftill more in« 
fupportable burden in heaven.-~From all this I 
hope it appears evidently, that a charaOer may be 
formed upon religious principles, and yet, if it 19 
never carried further than a reflrsunt by fear, it 
is not that change which is ncceflary to falva- 

tion. 

It will not be improper, or rather it will be ab« 
folutely neccflary, to make a refleaion or two 
upon this branch of the fubjeft for its improve-* 
snent, and to prevent its being miftaken or mif- 
applied. For this purpofe let it be obferved^ 
That wf muft carefully diftinguiih the flavifk 
dread above explained, from that dutiful rcvcr- 
jmtial fear which cvery^child of God is ftill boun<) 
to preferye upon his mind of his Father who is in 
iheaven. Of the && kiw* i^ « ^^id, « There i^ 
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5< no fear in love, but .ptrk£t ]ov« caAeth out 
^< fear, becaufe fear hath torment : he that fear* 
*' eth is not made perfedl iq love *." In pro- 
portion as-the love of God prevails, the firft fort 
of fear is banifhed, but the other is fo far from 
being banifhed^ that it rather increafes. This is 
no other than a profound veneration of the un- 
ipeakable greatnefs and glory of God, and parti- 
cularly of his holinefs and purity, which (hould 
bring every creature proftrate before him. We 
find in the vifion of Ifaiab, the heavenly hoRs re-* 
prefented as deeply penetrated with fuch a difco- 
vtry : " In the year that king Uzziah died, I 
*^ faw the Lord fitting upon a throne high and 
*' lifted up, and his train filled the temple : above 
** it ftood the feraphims ^ each one had fix wings ; 
*^ with twain he covered his face, with twain he 
^^ covered his feet, and with twain. he did fly* 
*< And one cried unto another and faid, Holy, 
** HOLV, HOLv is the Lord of hofls, the whole 
** earth is full of his glory f.*' 

This not only q^y, but ought, in us to be ac>> 
companied with a fear of the punifhment incurred 
by fin ; at the fame time it mud be infeparably 
connected with, or rather founded upon, a fenfe 
of the holinefs of his nature, the purity of bis 
law, and the juflice of his vengeance. On the 
contrary, that fear of God which prevails in the 

• J John iv, |8, i Ifaiab vi, i, a, 3.' 
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unrcgcnerate, is founded only on the terror cf^ 
his power, as a natural attribute. It is like the 
ftruggling of a chained flaye, who ** gnaws his 
^ tongue for pain," who is not fatibfied with the 
equity of the law, which he has tranfgrefled, and 
cannot admit the juftice of that fentence, the exe- 
cution of which he apprehends. 

There is no inconfiftency at all between the 

» 

fear and love which terminate on the correfpon* 
dent attributes of God, majefty and ftiercy. A 
chriftian may, and ought, to grow in a fenfe of 
the divine prefence, and reverential dread of the 
divine majefty, and fo be ftill more afraid of fin- 
* ning ; at the fame time he may alfo grow in a 
fweet calm and compofure of mind, a fiducial 
triift and reliance on the divine faithfulnefs and 
mercy : juft as, on the other hand, fome finners 
evidently increafe both in prefumption and timi- 
dity. During a great part of their lives they a£k 
without refledion and without rcftraint, and yet, 
at particular feafons, they are in a manner dif- 
tradled with terror : nay, though it often hap- 
pens that grofs wickednefs fears the confcience, 
and produces an infenfibility and hardnefs of heart, 
there are inffances.of the greateft profligates be- 
ing liaf)le to the moft alarming fears *. Let us 

• ♦ Wc are told that- Nero, one of thofe. Inonftcrs call^l Ro- 
man emperors, though he adventured to perpetrate fome of the 
moft horrid crimes, va^ yet fo eafily terrified, thai « tfeundcr- 
Aerm »fed to maJtc him hide himfelf under a bed. 
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ftcvfefi thefefbfe, confound things fo very oppo* 
fite as a feat- of the living God, joined to an 
inward and hearty approbation of his comitiands^ 
and that unwflhng obediehcc or abftincnce which 
Views hjm as a ftem tyraht, and trembles at thfe 
thoughts of his ^ath. 

It will be farther necfeflary to obferve, that, a* 
a flavift fear Is to be entirely diftinguiflied fron\ 
that which is filial and dutiful, fo no doubt there 
is often, even ih real chriftians, a mixture of 
the fpirit of bondage itfelf, though they are fu- 
premely governed by a better principle. This is 
not to be wondered at, fince they are findtified 
but in part. There is a flrong remainder of fin 
and corruption in them of different kinds, and, 
among the refl,. a very blameablc degree of un^ 
belief and diftruft. How many are there whofc 
comfort is lelTened, and whofc hands hang down, 
through an exceffxve fear of death, the lafl ene. 
my? What a refrefhmeht (hould it be to all 
fuch to think of this end of our Saviour's coming, 
lo ^ deliver them who, through fear of death, 
« were all their life-timefubje£l unto bondage *.** 
For their fakes, I am p^rfuaded, it will not be 
difagrefeable that, iii the clofe of this feflion, t 
lay down a few marks, by which they may be 
enabled to judge Whether this flavi& fear predd-r 
minatfes or not. ' 

• HA. ii. J5, 

lit 



64 A Practicai. Treatisb 

ifl then,. Chriftian, whether or not i> yoar 
fear of wrath immediately conneded with a fenfe 
of the evil of fin ? Do you fee thefe two things ia 
their infeparable relation to, and mutual influence 
upon, one another ? Do you fear wrath as the 
effeO, of fin, and fin as the juft caufe of wrath ? 
Have you no fault to find with this conne<5tion ? 
Do you plead guilty before God, and confefs that 
^you are without excufe i Is fin truly hateful in itfelf* 
and your o>vn unhappy pronenefs to it an habitual 
burden ? The language of a believer is the fame 
with that of the apoftle Paul : ** Wherefore the 
^* law is holy, and the commandment holy, and 
'^ juft, arid good. Was then that which is good 
<* made death unto me ? God forbid. But fin, 
** that it might appear fin, working death in me 
'( by that which is good, that fin by the coip- 
«< mandment might become exceed ingfinfuh 
*^ For we know that the law is fpiritual, but I 
«^ am carnal, fold under fin *." In thofe who 
are under the dominion of fear, there is no juft 
fenfe'of the evil of fin, there is a pronenefs to ex- 
tenuate it, an inclination to juftify it, and a con- 
tinual attempt to forget or conceal it. The crime 
is dill fwcet, though the punifhment is terrible. 
They are not fatisfied to find that God is fo holy, 
fo juft, and fo powerful. With them his govern^ 
ment is arbitrary, his law is fevere, his nature 

• Roafk. vli. IS, 13^ 14. 
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implacable ; and* infiead, of changing their own 
difpofition, they would much rather wifli a change 
in his will. 

•2. Whether does your fear of God drive you 
from his prefence, or excite a iftrong defire of re- 
- conciliation and peace ? The flaviih fear which 
is not attended with any juft views of the divine 
mercy, clothes God wrth terror, and -makes him 
the-objefl: of averfion. This is plainly the firft 
effefl of fin. It was fo in the cafe of Adam, 
"Who, as foon as he had loft his integrity, when 
.he heard Godls voice irt the garden^ fled and hid 
himfelf. We find the fame (entiment expre(Ie(l 
by the men of Bethftiemefli, upon ^n extraordi- 
nary token of divine power and jeaToufy : **, An4 
•* the men of Bethfliemefc faid. Who is abFe to 
•* ftand before this nol/ Lord God, and \6 whoni 
^^ flhall he go up from us *.^* Nay, the fWme 
feems to have oeen the viev^ of the apoftle'Peteri 
when furprifed with an aftonifliing evidence of 
his mafter's power and Godhead. *• When Sii 
*< mon Peter faw it, he fell down at Jeflis feet, 
•« faying, Depart from me, for I am a fihful 
« man, OLordf/' 

This difpofitioh is daify rtianifeft in toany ^ho 
are under the dominion of fear. The worfliip of 
God is painful to them, his fervice is a burden, 
his prefence is terrible : they keep at a difiance^ 

• I Sam. vi, ao, f Luke v. 8. 

therefore 
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therefore, as much as they can or dare. Their 
peace and compofure is chiefly owing to their 
iofing.themfelves, and occupying their minds en- 
tirely with different objefis. No fign will more 
furely difcover the nature and influence of flavifli 
fear than this. There is a gloom and melan- 
choly fpread over every thing in religion to them ; 
when they are engaged in facred duties, it is a 
heavy tirefome talk, and they rejoice in getting 
them over, as a buliock when he is loofed from 
the yoke. On the other hand> real chrifttansi 
though burdened with finful fear, cannot take re«> 
fuge in any thing elfe than God i they dare not 
take their reft in the creature, but fay with Job, 
^ Though, be flay nac, yet will I truft in him ♦ /* 
or with the Pfalmia David, «' Yet the Lord will 
** command bis loving-kindneis.in the day-tfm9» 
*f andjn tbeniigbt his fong (hall be with mci 
^* and my prayer unto the God of my life f/* 
Nothing gives relief to fuch, till they attain to a 
view of the divine mercy, and a humbk hope of 
peace and reconciliation, 

3. Whether have you comfort and fatisfaAion in 
a feofe of God*4 favour, as well as a diftreffing fear 
of his wrath. X^*^ ^^f^ ^^^' ^?^^® ^^ diftinguiih be- 
tween thofe who have no other religion than what 
fear produces, and thofe in whom it only main* 
tains a confli£): with a better principle. There are 

• Job xiii. ic, + Pfal. xlii, 7, 

fomo 
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fome who are reftrained from fin, and compelled 
to many duties, by fear, who may eafily fee what 
governs them, becaufe they are altogether ftran- 
gers to joy and iatisfadlion in God. This is not> 
indeed, what they aim at. They have never yet 
feen his favour as the obje£l of (upreme defire. 
They only believe fo far as to tremble^ and would 
fain by compofition, fo to fpeak, and fotnt de- 
gree of 'compliance^ though f eludant and back'- 
ward, avoid the divine wnith. A coldnefs and 
conftratnt runs through all their performances, 
and they are apt to call in qiieftion the reality of 
joy in God, and communion with him, becaufe 
they are altogether Grangers to it tKemfelvesl 
But all the real children of^joA St&te a fenfe Of 
his I0V6, as well ai grieve^6r fear utid^ a fenfe 
of his difpleaf«f« The light of his rcconcljed 
toimtentitnce gived theni'^more joy add gladneft 
ihan the greateft affluence of corn or of wine; 
and undet the fevered chaftifement, inftead of 
flying from his prefence, they fay with Job, ** O 
«• that I kiieW where I might Arid him, that I 
*• Aright come even to his feat; I* would ordei* 
«• my catrfe before him, arid fill my lilontH witH 
** argufmeritsf*." Nothing, indeed, can be more 
proper than calling the one a filial, arid the othcf 
a ilavrfli fear : for great is the difference between 
a child fearing the difpleafure of a parent whom 

♦ Jb1» xxHii \, 1< 

he 
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he fincerely loves, and a flave dreading the retfcnt- 
ment of an enraged tyrant, whofe fervicc he 

abhors. 

SECT. IV. 
From this metaphor^ Except a man bb born 

AGAIN HE CANNOT SEE THE KINGDOM OF 

. God, and other parallel exprejfiam in th§ holy 
Jeriptura, we may learn that the change hire in^ 
tended Is supernatural. 

•\1/' HEN I % it 13 a fupcrnatural change, I 
mean that ir is what ofian cannot by his own 
p:)wer efleA, without fuperior or rfivine aid* . As 
we arc Igr^atvc in^i ftatc of enipity :^nd pppo- 
fition Co God, fo this i&.wbat W9 cannot ** of 
•* ourfelvesi" rQnipv«e or cYcrcpnae. 'The tJtcT- 
cife ' of our owp rational powers^ the pecfuaiion 
of other^t the application of all moral motives of 
^very kind will be ineiFedual, without the fpecial 
operation of the Spirit and grace of God. Thus 
the apoflle John defcribes thofc who bdieve in 
the name of Chrift : " Which were born not of 
** bjood, nor pf the will of the flclh, nor of the 
«' >vill of maa, but of God *." And thus the 
apoftle Paul "cxpreffes himfelf : " Not by works 
** of righteoufnefs which we have done, but ac^ 
** cording to his mercy he faved us, by the wafli- 

• Jobo i» ijt 
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ON REGENERATION/ 69 

V ingof npgcneratibn, and renewing, of the Holy 
«* Gboft*/' Thetc is., no part of the fcripture 
do^^ine which . the natural man hears with- 
gr^at^r ayerrion> oroppofes with greater violence. ' 
J^ gives fo humbling a view of our own chardc-' 
ter and flate, and fiands fo dire£lfy oppofed to 
pride and fdf-fufficiency^'that it cannot be truly 
acceptable to any, till they are brought to a far- 
ing acquaintance with its power and efficacy* 
However it hath beejl^ this *' foolifluiefs of 
**' preaching," orrathcr, this commonly-eAeemed 
foolifli part of preachings that God^hath moft re* 
markably blefled for the falvation of fouls. I 
will therefore endeavour to ikew, in as plain 
and fatisfying a manner as I am able, that this 
is the do£^rioe of the bq|y fcripture ; and then 
tq vindicate it from the chief objedions. that are 
ufually raifed againfl it. 

. How many paiEiges of Icripture are there^ 
that fpeakii^ the ftrpngeft terms, not only of our 
miterable but helplefs flate before converiion. 
Thus the,9po(lle tp the Ephefians, *' And you ; 
** bath he quickened, who were dead in tref* 
<< pafles and fins f" And again, *^ But God^ 
«< who is rich in mercy, for his great love wh^re^. 
*< with be . loved us, even when wewere,dea4* 
<^ in iins, hatb quickened ua together wiUi 

• Tttvam. 5. itfK Xi. !• 
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« Chrift (by gwc yt arc favcd*.") In his 
epiftle to the Ccdotfan^, . be rq>eats the fame 
tiling ; ^' And yow, being. dead la your fitiG and 
^\ the UQcircumcifioa a/ your fle(h> hath he 
*^ quickened together with fa tin, having forgiven 
<« yQu jJl your trclpaffes t •" The reader muft 
know, th^t in many other ipai&ges the fame 
truth W to be found, couched ua^r the fame oc 
UifC fiH^Capbors; fuqh as ^^ biindntfs^ darknefi, 
" Jiardnefe of heart." The force of the cr- 
pceffion is {tSiom fufficiemly attended to. Suf- 
fer me then to t>ut the queflion, Do you give 
credk to the holy feriptures ? Do you form 
your opinions wiMiout partialfty ot prejudice 
from thchi ? Then you muft receive it as truth 
that man, in his natural ftate, cain do nothing of 
hjmfelf to * his own recovery, without the con- 
currence of fuperior aid. If there is any mean*^ 
iag or propriety in fcrlpture language, we muft 
yield to this. What niorc could 1)6 :faid, than 
that we are ** dead** in (in ? What' mpre in-» 
capable of a£li<on, than one who is entirely de« 
priveddf Hfe? 

: -But left there Should be any -remaining excep- 
tion, the thing is aifertedin plain' and explicit 
term^, without any metaphor, hy ' the apoftle 
John, from cur Saviour's own inouth : *< No 

♦ Epti 11, 4, 5.' 't'Col, Ui 13. 
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*' man can come unto me^ except the Father 
^* which hath fent me draw him : and I will 
*' raife him up at the laft day. It is written in 
** the prophets. And they fhall be all taught 
** of God ; every man, therefore, that hath 
^ heard and hath learned of the Father, .cometh 
*^ unto me*/* I ihall mention only one paf-' 
(age more, in which, under the fimilitudc of 
a wretched oufcaft. infiant, the prophet Ezekiel 
reprefents the natural fl^te of Jerufalepi. " And 
•*' as' for thy natiyity, in the day thou waft born, 
^ thy navel Was riot cut, neither waft thou 
** walhed In water to fupple" thee j thOu waft 
«< not fatted it all, iior Twaddled af all. None 
^ eye pitied thee, to do any' of thefe unto thte, 
•* to have tompaffion' upon thee j bdt thou waft* 
«* caft out in the open field, to the loathing oF 
« thy-pcrfon, in tlie d^y that thoa waft born.* 
« And When I ^alRtl^"by^aiee, land {^W *cc' 
** pollu©sd'inth>t«eown-bk)od, I fold uR«>4:hiei' 
<f when thou vl^aft in thy bk*)d; Live; yea, I 
«* iaid unto dice, wh«n.Aou waft in thy bk>od» 
«' Live t /* Here all the circuinft«nc«s aw cpl- 
kacd, that could fignify at once, a roiferahk 
and wcaky^.warctchedaridbtlpWscoiidHioni »or. 
that couW fetve to mafce our dejiyerai^ce at once- 
^figoal iflftance both of graice mi power^ 

• Joba y'u 44> 4S« 1 5E«^'' «''• 4> J> *« * 

This 
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This leads me to obferve, that the fame 
truth will receive further light from thefe paf- 
faiges of fcripture, in which the real agent in 
this great change is pointed out, and which ce- 
lebrate the efficacy of his power. As In the^ 
text itls aSerted, that^ '^ except a man be born 
f * again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
** God." So irt-ether pailagest true believers 
are faid to be <^ born of God—- bom from above 
^ —born of the Spirit." The power of God 
exerted in the innovation of the finner, is^de*. 
fcribed in language taken from the firft formation, 
of the world, ^* For we are his wQrkaianlhtp» 
*^ created in Chrift Jefus unto good works^ 
<' which God bath before ordained that we 
M {bould walk in them*." And, «< If any 
V nun be in Chrift, he is a new creature 4 old 
<< things ar« paft away, behold all things are* 
f< become new t * " See the prophecies of the 
old ieftameat) rtCpeStiug the plentiful effufion of- 
the holy Spirit in the times of the gofpd.: they 
contain a clear defcription of divine fupernatura' 
influence. Thus the prophet Ifaiah, << For I 
«« will pouc water upon him that is thirfty, and. 
<< floods upon the dry ground. I will pour my; 
« Spirit upon thy feed, and my bleffing upon^ 
^ thine offspring ; and they Ihall fpring up as 

« Eph, ii, xo. f z Cor» v. 17. 
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** among the grafs, and as willows by the wa- 
**• ter-courfcs *•" To the fame purpofe the pro- 
phet Ezekiel : *• Then will I fprinkie clean Wa- 
<* ter upon you, and ye fball be clean from all 
** your filthinefs, and from all your idols will I 
" cleanfe you. A new heart ailfo will I give 
** you, and a new fpirit will I put within you j 
•* and I will, take away the ftony heart out of 
•* your flefli, and 1 will give you aa heart of 
** flefli ; and I will put my fpirit v^ithin you, 
** and caufe you Jto walk in my ftatutcs ; and ye 
•* ihall keep my judgments, and do them f .** 
Let it not feem tedious to any that I have col* 
kded fo many pafiages of fcripture on this fub- 
jed. It is no light thing ; and indeed, it is no 
common ihing to believe it from the heart. But 
let us now affirm it, on divine teflimony, that 
regeneration is theSvork of the Holy Ghoft. 

I would not build this truth upon any other 
evidence. When we ftand in God's room, bear 
his meflage, and fpeak in his name, nothing 
.ihou}d be affirmed, which cannot be fupported 
by a " Thus faith the Lord/' But having done 
fo^ I think I may warrantably obferve how much 
the vi£ble ftate of the world correfponds with 
the fcripture declarations on this fubje<Sl. I hope 
this will be neither unfaitable nor unprofitable, 

** IC, xliv. 3, 4* f Ezek; xxxyI. 15^ 26, 27, ^ 
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confidering what an inward averfion men hare 
to receive and apply them. Do we not daily fee 
many inftances of perfons^ of firft-rate under- 
{landings and great natural abilities, who yet 
continue blind to their duty to God, and t^e 
falvation of their fouls ? As they are born, fo 
they continue to (hew themfeives through their 
whole lives, '* wife to do evil, but to do good 
** they have no knowledge." What proofs do 
they often give of the power and influence of 
habits of wickednefs over them ? How frequently 
does it happen, that their attachment to fin in 
general, or to (ome particular fin, is fuch, as to 
bear down before it all regard to their own intereft, 
temporal and eternal ? While at the fame time 
perfons of unfpeakably inferior talents, enlight- 
ened by the Spirit, and fanSified by the grace 
of God, ihall ftand firm againft the mod dan- 
gerous temptations, and efcape the pollution that 
is in the world through luft. This our blefifed 
Lord adores as a part or proof of the fovereignty 
and unfearchable wifdom of his heavenly Father, 
*' In that hour Jefus rejoiced in fpirit, and faid, 
•< I tbs^nk thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and 
^< earth, - that thou haft hid thefe things from 
<< the wife and prudent, and haft revealed them 
i« unto babes : even fo. Father, for fo it feemed 
*♦ good in thy fight ♦." 

• Luke X. 21, 

h 
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Is it not plain, riiat fuperior advantages of in- 
ftruSion, though very valuable, are far from 
being always elFedualf Sometimes thofe who 
live long under the falutary inftrudipn a^d edi- 
fying example of pious parents and mafters, con- 
tinue, notwithftanding, in an infenfible ftate. 
. Sometimes we fee pcrfons fit long under the moft 
enlightening and awakening miniftry, with hearts 
as hard as the nether millftone.* The cafe of 
the ordinary hearers of the gofpel is indeed of- 
ten afFcdtrng, and leads to ferious meditation 
•on the depths of the divine counfels. Suffer fne 
to befpeak the readers of this clafs in the fol- 
lowing terms. Are not many of you a wonder 
to yourfelves, as well as to, one anoather ? Is 
not your danger often pointed out to you in the 
cleareft manner ? Is not your charafter drawn 
.^nd diftinguiflicd by the moft undeniable marks ? 
Are not your duty and intereft fet before you in 
fuch a manner, that it cannot be contradifted^ 
and there is nothing left to reply? And yet 
after all, though there may te fome weak or tem- 
porary refolutions, it is without any real or 
lafting efFeft. Doth not this ratify and confirm 
the fbllowrag paflage of icripture ? << Who then 
•" is Paul, and who is ApoHos, but minifters by 
** whom ye beHeved, even as the Lord gave 
<* to every man ? I have planted, Apollos wa- 

E 2 **< tered. 
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<* tered, but God gave the increafe. So then, 
<^ neither is he that planteth any thing, neither 
<< he that watereth, but God that gtveth the 
** Jncreafe *•" - . 

To abfent altogether from the ordinances of 
God is a dreadful and dangerous thing, for it 
leads dire£tly'to a flate pf total blindnefs and 
undidurbed fecurity. I have often thought, hovr^ 
ever, that the cafe of many who continue to give 
their attendance is much nriore wonderful. Are 
there not habitual drunkards often (c^jx in the 
houfe of God ? Are there not fome prophane 
fwearers often feen in the houfe of God ? Are 
there not fome who walk in the luft of unclean- 
nefs ? fome who retain, without rcftitution, un- 
righteous gain, whom approaching death, the 
wrath of God, and the fire of hell cannot ter- 
rify ? Of fuch, we may juftly fay with the 
apoftic Paul, " But if our gofpel be hid, it id 
«' hid to them that are loft, in whom the God 
<« of this world hath blinded the minds of them 
<« which believe not, left the light of the glorious 
** gofpel of Chrift, who is the image of God, 
•• (hottid {hinc unto themf/' 

Let it be further confidered, how much provi- 
dential warnings are generally defpifed, even 
when they are fo awful in their nature, and 
fo clear in their meaning,, that one would thir^k 

• i Cor, iii. 5, 6, 7, f 2 Cor, iv, 3, 4. 
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nothing but an abfolyte infatuation could pre<- 
vent their cfFcft. Sinners may keep themfelves 
from hearing the word of God, and from any 
fuch reading or converfation as will bring eter- 
nity in their view. But he vifits them in- their 
famih'es or in their perfons, and they cannot fly 
from thefe terrible things in righteoufnefs, by 
which he pleads his caufe from day to day. 
Are not the young and beautiful foon carried to 
their graves ? 'Are not the great and noble foon 
humbled in the duft ? Have not fenfuality and 
riot, inhpurity and luft, (Iain their vi£timS| and 
raifed up monuments fraught with moral in- 
firuSion in every age ? How long is it ago 
fince Solomon faid, *' Whoredom and wine, and 
*^ new wine, take away the heart ?" And of a 
harlot, ** She hath caft down many wounded, 
** and many flrong men have been flain by her. 
** Her houfe is the way to hell, going down to 
*' the chambers of death *." But though un- 
infpired writers have faid this as well as he ; 
nay, though it is vifible to all, have men become 
wife / Have they (hunned the paths of thi? 
deftroyer ? No : we may juftly fay of the pre- 
fent times, as the Pfalmift David faid many ages 
ago, *' This their way is their folly j yet their 
•' pofterity approve their faymgs f •" Nothing^ 

• Prov. yii. 16, 17. + Pf. xlix. 13. 
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nothing will change then:>^ till the Spirit of God 
roufe and awaken the confcience^ powerfully 
ccnftrain the will» and efFe^^ualiy renew the 
heart. 

Hence then it appears, that the new binh 
is a " fupernatural change j *' it is the eiFed of 
the power of God ; it is the work of the Ho]/ 
Ghoft. I have been at the more pains to efta- 
blifli this truth, becaufe I am perfuaded, that 
until it be truly received, there may be a form^ 
but there can be nothing of the power of god* 
linefs. But we muA now vindicate it from the 
objedlions and abufe, to which it may be thought 
liable. There are many who flill harbour in 
their minds, and fometimes produce in conver- 
fation, the objeAion mentioned by the apoftle 
Paul; " Thou wilt fay then unto me. Why 
^* doth he yet find fault, for who hath refified 
'• his will ♦ ?" This, indeed, is the fum of all 
the objeAions that ever were, or ever can be of- 
fered againft it : and I make the (hort anfwer 
of the fame apoftle j ** Nay, but O man ! who 
" art thou that replied againft God ?" This is 
but making or imagining an inconfiftency be- 
tween two thingj, both of which God hath 
clearly eftablifbed and infeparably joined in his 
word, Thefe are, his own power neccflary to 
the change, and our duty in the ufe of the 

means; 
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means ; or father, our fin while continuing at 
Comity with him, and refufing his mercy. 

I make no fcruple to acknowledge, thatitisim-^ 
poffible for me; nay, I find no difficulty in fuppof- 
ing, that it is impoflible for any finite mind to point 
out the bounds between the ^' dependence" and 

*' adivity'' of the creature. But though we muft 
ever remember, that it is he alone who can 
** bring a clean thing out of an unclean,** yet 
we know alfo, that ^* all have finned and come 
•« ihort of the glory of God.** We know that 
s« God will be juft when he fpeaketh, and clear 
•• when he judgeth : ** that he rejects with dif- 
dain, the imputation of being the author of fin. 
** Let no man fay, when be is tempted, I ant 
*^ tempted of God : for God cannot be tempted 
•* of evil, neither tempteth he any man *.** 
For our greater afiurance of this, he hath con- 
defeended to confirm it by his oath. ^* As I 
^^ live, faith the Lord God, I have no pleafurf 
^* in the death of the wicked, but that the 
^* wicked turn from bis way and live : turn 
•*' ye, turn ye, from your evil ways j for why 
« wiU ye die, O houfc of Ifrael f?"* Tfte con*- 
nexion between thb and the former tnit^ ap« 
pears plainly in the following pallage : ** Ye 
•* will not come unto me, that ye might have 
•* lifej.** 

• Jamct i. 1 J. -f E«ek, xxxiii. ir. " J Joha T.'io. 
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Perhaps alfo, there are fome who abufe this 
doarine to floth and negligence. At Icaft they 
may pretend this, as an excufe or palliation of 
their contempt of religion. But .is it not an 
inference direftly contrary to what the fcrip- 
turc teaches us much more ju% to draw from 
the famcjtruth, viz. « Work out your own falva- 
" tion with fear and trembling ; fpr it is God 
« that worketh in you to will and to do of 
" his good pleafure ♦." The former inference . 
would be juft ii, the caft of devils, who, haying 
received their fentence,. can only now ♦' be- 
" Jieve and tremble :»' ^ut it would be altogether 
unjuft, and a dreadful contempt of mercy in * 
thofe, to whom the offer of fa^ation by grace is 
addreffed. What is now jranfafting in the mi- 
;iiftry of the gofpel, ihall contiibutf at laft to 
flop tvtry moutjb, and put this criminal ex- 
cufe to eternal filence. Suppofc the finner at i 
the judgment- feat to offer this defence for him- 
felf : " I was altogether under the power of cor- 
** ruption ; it was impoffiblc (ok- me to do «iiy 
" thing of myfclf." Is it not natural to reply, 
** Where learned you this?" From the holy 
fcriptures. «' And did not the fame fcriptures 
•«.aHb' tell you. Him that cometh to me, I 
** will in no wife caft out. Wherefore be js 
** able to faye to the uttermoft all that tome 

• PWl, ii. i^i^ 14* 
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4^ to God through him. — Belie\'e in the Lord 
'« Jefus Cbrift, arid thou (halt be faved/' But I 
could not reconcile one fcrlpture to another*. 
** And was that any way wonderful ? or can it 
<'. pofEbly juftify your rcbeHion'agamft the plain- 
•* eft commands, that you was not able fully t& 
** comprehend what is faid of the abfolute 
•* dominion and fovereignty of God }'* * 

Let us therefore fettle it in our minds,' that, 
though we are of ourfelves utterly unable to pro* 
duce a change in our hearts, •' nothing is im- 
poffibie with G O D." He fiift made them, anfl 
he is able to reform them. Gn a convifliop of- 
our own inability, one would ihmk we fliould 
but the more humbly and the more earnelHy ap- 
ply to- him who is all-fufficient in power anil 
grace. The deplorable, and 'naturally helplefs 
ftate of finners, doth not hinder exhortations to 
them in fcripture ; and therefore, takes not away 
their obligation to duty, - See an addref?, where 
the flrongeft metaphors arc retained, the exhoi*- 
tation given in thefe very terms, and the foun- 
dation of the duty plainly pointed out. *' Where- 
.** fore he faith, awake thou that ilecpeft, and 
** arife from the dead, and Chrift fhall give 
*' thee light*." From which it is very plain, 
|hat the moral inability, under which finners 
now lie, as a confequence of the fall, is not of 

E 5 fuch 
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fuch a nature, as to take away the goilt of fin* 
the propriety of exhortations to duty^ or the ne- 
ceffity of endeavours after recovery. 

But what fhall we fay I Alas ! the very fub- 
JC& we are now fpeaking of, affords a new proof 
of the blindnefs, prejudice,, and obflinacy of (in- 
ners. They are feI(-condemned ^ for they do 
not ad the fame part in fimilar cafes» The aC> 
fain of the prefent Kfe are not managed in (b pre* 
pofteroua a manner. He that ploughs his groundf 
and throws in his f^ed, cannot §o much as unit« 
one grain to the clod.; nay, he is not able ta 
conceive bow it h done. He cannot carry on». 
nay, he cannot lb much as begin one fingle 
ftep of this wonderful proeeis toward the fub«> i 

iequent crop; the mortification of the feed). ^ 
the refurreAion. of the blade, and giadual: int- 
creafe, tilt it come to perfeA maturity. Is it^ 1 
Iberefose, rcafonaUe that he (hould- fay,. I for 
my part cast do nothing.. It i3,-,ifirft and laft,. 
an effe& of divine power and- energy. And God 
can as^ eafily raife a cnop without fowing as 
with it, in a Angle inftant, and in any place,, 
as in a long tkoe^ hf the mutual influence of 
foil and feafon ; I wiU therefore fpare myfeirthe 
hardfhip of toil andjbbour, and wait with pa- 
tience, till I fee what he will be pleafed to fend» 
Would this be madnefs ? Would it. be univec- | 

fiJly 
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iailjr reputed fof And would it not be equal 
madneis to turn the grace of God intd licentiouf- 
nefs ? Believe it, the warning is equally reafon- 
able and equally necefiary, in fpiritual as in tem*- 
poral tbings : ^* Be not deceived, God is not 
*^ mocked, for whatfoever a man ibweth, that 
*^ (hall he alfo reap : for he that foweth to his- 
*^ fie£h, (hall of the ilefli reap corruption ; but he 
<< that foweth to the Spirit, fhall of the Spirk 
** reap life everlafting *." 

• Gal. w. 7, ?♦ 
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In which if Jbewn 'whenin ibii change ihih prcpirif 
and dirc^fy cAnfifty and what are its principal 
evidences and fruits. 

S E C T. I. 

fyherein the change in regeneration doth properly and 

direlfly con/ijt. 

T Have hitherto, by general remarks, endea- 
voured to caution the reader againft taking up 
with erroneous and defe£ltve views of the nature 
of religion* We now proceed a (tep farther : 
and I would willingly point out, in as diflind a 
manner as I am able, what is the change which 
is wrought in all, without exception, who are. 
the real children of God, by whatever means it 
is brought about : what It is in the temper and 
difpofition, in the life and practice, which con* 
ftitutes the difference between one who " is,*^ 
and one who is ** not born again/* The dHferent 
fteps by which this change may be effcded in the 
fovereign providence of God, and the different 
degrees of perfeflioh at which it may arrive, I 
purpofely omit here, and referve as the fubje£t of 
a dtftiiic^ head of difcourfe* 
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That nve mxj enter on the fubjed with .th« 
greater, pecipicuky and.fi[pplicity> it will be pro- 
per to begin with obfefving, that tbe defign and 
purpofe of this change is to repair the lofs- which 
man fuftained by the fall. Man, at his firft crea-* 
tion, was made after the image of God in know* 
ledge, righteoufnefs, and holinefs, and enjoyed un« 
interrupted fellowship and communion with him. 
He was not only.fubfervicnt to the divine glory ^ 
by a natural and necefiary fubjedion to the dii^ine 
dominion, w:hich all creatures are, have been^ 
and ever will be, but by choice and .inclination, 
bis duty and delight being invariably the fame. 
By the fall he became not onty obnoxious to the 
divine diipleafure, by a fingle zQl of tranfgrcffion, 
but difobedicm to the divine will in his habitual 
and prevailing inclination. This is the charaCf 
ter given not of one man only, but of the human 
race, *« And God (aw that the wickcdnefs of 
*• man was gi:eat in the earth, and that every 
♦• imaginatbn of the thoughts of his heart was 
♦• only evil continuaHy *.*' 

He became, at the fame time, not only un<» 
wwthy of, but wholly difinclincd to, commu^ 
nidtn with God,., and habitually prefers the crea^ 
ture before the Creator, who is ** God blefied for 
** evermore." In regeneration, therefore, the 
finner muft be reftored to the image of Gorf, 

♦ Gen. vi. -5,' * 

which. 
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whidiy in a created nature, is but anotlicr ex-' 
preffion for obedience to his will. * He anuftaUb 
be reftored to the exercife of love to him, and 
find his happinefs and comfort in him. His ha^ 
bitual temper, his prevaiUng difpofition, or that 
which hath the afcendancy^ mull be the fam« 
that was perfeA and without mixture, before the 
fall, and ihall be made ei|ually, or perhaps more 
perfe£^, in heaven after death. 

As the change muft be entire and univerfal, 
correfpondlng to the corruption of the whole man, 
it is not unufual to fay, it may be fully compre* 
hended in the three following things, giving 
a new dire£)ion to the underftanding, the wilf^ 
and the aiFeflions. And no doubt, with rcQ>e£k 
to every one of thefe, there is a remarkable and 
fenfible change. But as the underftanding is a 
natural faculty, which becomes good or evil juft 
ais it is applied or employed, it would be fcarce 
pof&ble to illuftrate the change in it without in- 
troducing, at the fame time, a view of the dif^ . 
pofition and tendency of the heart and affedions; 
As, therefore, the change is properly of a mdral 
or fpiritual nature, it feems to me properly and 
diredly to confift in thefe two things, i. That 
our fupreme and chief end be to ierve and glorify 
God^ and that erery other aim be fubordinate to 
i\\is. z* That the foul reft in God as its chief 
happinefs, and habitually prefer his favour 'to> 
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every other enjoyment. Thefe two particulars I 

fliall npw endeavour to illuftrate a little, in the 
order in which I have named them. 

1 . Our fupreme and chief end muft be to ferve 
and glorify God, and every other aim muft be fub«* 
ordinate to this* 

AU things were originally made, and are daily 
preferved for, nay, they fball certainly in the 
iflue tend to, the glory of God ; that is, the ex*- 
ercife and illoftration of divine perfeAion. With 
this great en<f of creation the inclination and will 

, of every intelligent creature ought to coincide^ 
It is, according to fcripture and reafon, the firil 
duty of man to ^^ give unto the Lord the glory 
^^ due untb his name." This, I know, the world 
that lieth in wickednefs can neither underftand^ 
nor approve* ^ The natural nian receiveth not 
^* the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 
^ fooliflinefs unto him, neither can he know 
^^ them, becaufe they are fpiritually difcerned ^J* 
The truth is, we ought not to be furprifed to 
find it fo, for in this the (In of man originally 
confifted, and in this the nature of all fin, as fuch, 
doth flill confift, viz. withdrawing the allegiance 
due to God, and refufing fubje£lion to his viiilk 
The language of every unrenewed heart, and the 
language of every finner's pradice is, ^' Our lips 

* ^ axe our own> who is lord over us ?'' But he 

* I Cor. lit Z4>- 

that 
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that is renewed and born again. Hath feen his 
own entire dependance upon God, hath feen 
his Maker's right of dominion, and che obli«» 
gation upon all his creatures to i>e, in every re* 
fped, fubfervient to his glory, and without re* 
ferve fubmifiive to his will. He hath feen this to 
be moft ** fit" and " reafonable," becaufe of the 
abfolute perfe£kion and infinite excellence of the 
divine nature. He is convinced that ail prefer* 
ring of our will to that of God, is a criminal ufur- 
pation by the creature of the unalienable rights 
of the great Creator and fovereign proprietor 
of all. 

Regeneration, then, is communicating this new 
principle, and giving it fuch force as it may ob- 
tain and preferve the alcendency, and habitually 
govern the will. Every one may eafily fee th4 
different operation and effeds of this principle 
and its oppofite, by the different carriage and be- 
haviour of men in the world. The unrenewed 
man feeks his own b^ppinefs immediately and uK^ 
timately : it is to pleafe himfelf that* he conftantly 
aims. ' This is the caufe, the uniform caufe ef 
his preferring one adion to another. This de- 
termines his choice of employment, enjoyments^ 
companions.- His religious aftions are not chofcn, 
but fubmitted to, through fear of worfe. He 
confiders religion as a reftraint, and the divine 
Jaw as hard and {cvgiCm So. that a ihort and fum- 

mary 
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Ciary defcription may be given of man in his na-* 
tural ftate. That he hath forgotten his fubjeftion, ' 
that God IS dethroned, and felf honoured, loved, 
and ferveH in his room. - 

This account will appear to be joflr, from every 
view'given' us in ftriptare of our ftate and cha- 
raAer, before or after converfionl It appears 
v<ry clearly, from the firft condition required by 
our Saviour of his difciples, vfz. felf-denia). 
^^ Then faid Jeftis to hfs difciples^ If any man 
** will come after me, let hfm deny htmfelf, and ' 
*• take up his orofr,' and follow me */* Ail thcjfe ' 
who aire brought back to a fenfe of their duty and ' 
obligation as creatures, are ready to fay, not' 
with their tongues only, but with their hearts, 
^* Thou art worthy to receive glory and hon'bur, ' 
** 4nd power, for thou haft created all things, and' 
** for thy pleafure they are and were created t«*** 
It ought to be attended to what is the import of. 
tSis, when fpoken from conviAion. They not* 
only confider God as being moft great, and there- 
fore to be feared, but as infinitely hoJy, as ab'fo- 
lutcly perfedl, and therefore to be loved and ferved. 
They efteem all his commands concerning all' 
things to be right. Their own remaining cor- 
ruption is known, felt, and confefled to be wrong. 
This law in their members, warring againft the 
law of God in their minds, is often deeply la- 

• Matt, xvi, 24,, *f Rev. iv. it. 

mented^ 
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mented, and, by the grace of God, ftrenuoufly 
and habitCially refifted. ' 

Perhaps the attentive reader may have obferved^ 
that I have ftiil kept out of view our own great 
intereft in the fervlce of God. l^be reafon is, 
there is certainly, in every renewecl heart, a fenfe 
of duty, independant of intereft. Were this not 
the cafe, even fuppoling a defire of reward, or . 
fear of punifhment, ihould difpofe to obedience^ 
it would plainly be only a change of life, and na 
change of heart. At the fame time, as it did 
not arife from any inward principle, it would nei«> 
ther be uniform nor lafting. It is beyond all 
queftion, indeed, that our true intereft is infepa- 
rable from our duty, fo that felf-feeking is felf- 
lofing ; but ftill a fenfe of duty muft have the . 
precedency, otherwife it changes its nature, and . 
if, properly fpeaking, no duty at all. 

To honour God in the heart, then, and to ferve 
him in the life, is the firft and higheft defire of 
him that is born again. This is not, and cannot 
be the cafe, with any in a natural ftate. — But, 
before we proceed to the other particular implied 
in this change, it will not be improper to make 
an obfervation, which I hope will have the greater 
weight) when the foundation of it is fre(h in the 
reader's mind. Hence may be plainly feen the 
reafon why prophane and worldly men have fuch 
g tendency to felf- righteoufnefs^ while the truly 

pLous 
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pious are filled with an abhorrence of that foul- 
deftroying fal(hood. This, I dare fay, appears 
ftrangc to many, as I confcfs it hath often done 
to me, before I had thought fully upon the fub- 
jcft: that thofc who evidently arc none of the 
ttri&dt in point of morals, and have leaft of that 
kind to boaft of, fhould yet be the moft profeffed 
admirers and defenders of the doSrine of juftifi- 
i^ation by works, and defpifers of the doSrine of 
the grace of God. But the folution is eafy and 
natural. Worldly men liave no juft fcnfe of their 
natural and unalienable obligation to glorify God 
in their thoughts, words, and aftions, and there- 
fore all that they do in religion, they look upon 
as a meritorious fervice, and think that certainly 
fomething is due to them On that account. They 
think it ftrange if they have walked foberly, re* 
gularly, and decently, efpecially if they liavc been 
ftria and punctual in the forms of divine worfliip, 
that God (hould not be obliged (pardon the ex* 
prefliony to reward them according to their works. 
It is a hard fervice to them, they do it only that 
they may be rewarded, or at leaft may not fuffer 
for the negle£l of it, and therefore cannot but in- 
fift upon the merit of it. 

On the other hand, thofe who are born of God, 
are fenfible that it is the duty of every rational 
creature to love God with all his heart, and to 
cofifecrate all his powers and faculties to his 

Maker's 
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Maker's fcrvice. They are convinced that, who- 
ever ihouici do To ivithout Tin, would do only, 
what i^ juft and equal, and have no plea of me- 
rit to advance. ' But when they confider how 
many fins^Aill cleave to them, how far (hort they 
come of their duty in every inftance, they aflc for 
mercy, and not for reward, and are ready to fay 
with the Pfalmift David, ^* If thou, Lord, (bould. 
^^ mark iniquities, O Lord, who (hall ftand : 
^ but there is forgivenefs with, thee, that thou 
*• mayeft be feared *." To fam up this reafon* 
log in a few words. The reludant obedience 
,which fome pay to the divine law, is cbnfideret) 
as a debt charged upon God ; whereas real obe« 
dience is confidered as a debt due to God. And 
therefore it muft always hold, that the very im* 
perfeftion of an obedience itfelf increafes oub 
difpofuioil to Qvervalue and reft our dependance 
u|>on it. 

SECT. IL 
Thi fscdnd part of this change. 

* 

'TpHE next thing implied in a favtng change 
is, that the foul refts in God as its chief 
bappinefs, and habitually prefers bis favour to 
every other enjoyment. On this branch of the 
fubjed I would beg thc^ reader to obferve, not 

only 
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.only the meaning and ftibftance, of the propo- 
fition, but the order in which it is placed. There 
mud be firft a devotednefs of mind to God, and 
a fupreme leading concer|t for his honour and 

.glory. 'He muft be, if I may fo fpeak, again re- 
ftored to his original right, his dominion and 

• throne, while the creature is reduced to its pbe« 
dience and fubjedion. In confequence of tbis, 
there is an unfeigned acquiefcence in God, as t-he 
fource of comfort, and a high efteem' of his fa- 
vour as better than life. This does not go be- 
fore, nay, is hardly diftiniEl or feparated from, a 
fenfe of duty, but is founded upoirjt, and grows 
out of it. When a holy foul has feen the infi- 
nite excellence and glory of the true God, loves 
him fupremely, and is devoted to him entirely^ 

' he alfo delights in'him fuperlatively. 

Such a perfon is fully convinced that thofe, 
and thofe alone are happy, Whofe God is the 
Lord, and that thofe who are afar off from him 
(ball certainly peri{h. In a natural ffate, as the 
fare consequence of fin, the tranfgreflbr flies from 
God, with a dread and horror of his pref^nce. 
But the renewed foul returns to him with dcfire, 
and feels an uneafinefs and want that cannot be 
fupplied but by the intimation of pardon, and fenfe 
ef divine love. The warmth and fervor of de- 
vout affedion is exprefled in the .ftrongeft terms 
in fcripture: << As the hart panteth after the 
6 ** water- 
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«* water- brooks, fo panteth my foul after thcc, 
« O God. My foul tbirfteth for God, for the 
<< living God, when ihall I come and appear 
«« before God ♦. Bccaufc thy loving- kindinefs 
«« is better than life, my lips ihall praife thcc. 
«* Thus will I blefs thee while I live, I will lift 
« up my hands in thy name, my foul (hall be 
*« faiisfied as with marrow and fatnefs, and my 
" mouth fhall praife thee with joyful lips f." 

It is neceffary that ferving and delighting in 
God (hould be joined together on a double ac- 
count. Their influence on one another is reci- 
procal. It is not eafy to diftinguifli a confcicn- 
tious ftudy to ferve and glorify God, frorto a flavtih 
obedience through fear of divine power, but by its 
being infeparably connefted with a delight in 
God, as the choice of the heart, and center of 
the afFeftions. On the other hand, it is hard to 
diftinguifli cleaving to God as our portion and 
happinefs, from an interefted mercenary bargain 
in religion, but by its being preceded by, founded 
upon, nay, even refolved into, a fenfc of the fu- 
preme honour due to God for his infinite excel- 
lence. This reafonablc fervice will then be at- 
tended with an unfpeakable fweetnefs and com- 
placcncy, and the all-fufficiency of God will be 
an unfhaken fccurity for the^appioefs and peace 
of thofe who put their truft in him. 

• Ffal. xlii, I, a. t P^U ^^u 3* 4> 5« ^, 

We 
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We may often obferve thefe two difpofitions 
jointly exerting themfelvesy and mutually 
firengthenihg one another, in the language and 
exercifes of the faints in fcripture. With what 
fervour of fpirit, and with what inimitable force 
and beauty of fiile, do we find the Pfalmift Da- 
vid exprei&ng himTelf in both views. Sometimes 
he maices a full furrender of himfelf and his all to 
the divine fervice and difpofal ; at other times his 
foul ** makes her boaft in God," and he exults 
in his happinefs and fecurity under the divine pro- 
tedion : ** O my foul, thou haft faid unto the 
** Lord, Thou art my Lord ♦.—The Lord is 
** the portion of mine inheritance, and of my 
** cup, thou maintaineft my lot ; the lines arc 
** fallen to me in pleafant places, yea, I have a 
** goodly heritage f." 

Thefe two things arc, indeed, often fo inti- 
mately united, that we are at a lofs to know 
whether we fhould interpret the language of the 
facred writers as a profeflion of duty, or an cx- 
preffion of delight, as in the following words : 
** I win fing unto the Lord as long as I live, I 
** will ling praife unto my God while I have my 
" being.— My meditation of him fhafi be fweet, 
" 1 will be glad in the Lord J." How deeply 
the Pfalmift was penetrated with a fenfe of the 
honour and fervice due to God, may be paiticu- 

• Pial, jnri, a. f Pfid. xri, 5, 6, J PfiJ, civ, 33, 34, 
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larly fecn in (bme of thofc animated paflages in 
which his-enlirged heart calls upon every crea- 
ture to join in the work of praife : ^^ Blefs the 
*^ Lord ye his angels, that excel in ftrength^ 
that do his commandnients, hearkening to the 
voice of his word. Blefs ye the Lord all ye 
his hods, ye minifters of his that do his plea- 
*^ fure. Blefs the Lord all his )vorks, in all 
^^ places of his dominion. Blefs the Lord, O 
" my. foul *."' 

It is eafy to fee how this diflinguiihes the na- 
tural from the new-born foul ; nay, it is eafy to 
fee how this diftinguifhes the man Wjho is re- 
newed in the fpirit of his mind, from all others, 
however various their charaders^ however dif- 
ferent or oppofite their purfAits. The defigo of 
man's creation is expreiTed in the AfTemhly's 
Shortet* Catechifm, in a way that can fcarce be 
altered for the better : it was, that he might 
glorify God, and enjoy him for ever/' As he de- 
parted from his duty by fin, fo alfo, at the fame 
time, from his happinefs. As he refufed to do 
the will of God, fo he no more fought his fa- 
vour, but placed his happinefs and comfort in 
the creature ^' more than, the Creator, who is 
« God blefled for ever." All unrenewed per- 
fons, in one ihape or another, place their Su- 
preme happinefs in (bmetbiog that i^ not Qpd. 

^ Pfala £iii«^2o, zj, as. 

In 
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Irt tills one circumftance thty all agree, though 
the different forms which the world puts on ta 
folicit their afFeSlon, the different degrees in 
which they profecute ft, and the different-ways 
in which ihey apply or abufe it, arc fo very many, 
that it is impoffiUe to enumerate or defcribe 
tliem. Though there is but one God, the idols 
of' the nations are innumerable. There is but 
one way to peace, and if that is negledted, the 
unfatfefaftory nature of all created enjoyments 
makes men fly from one earthly comfort to ano- 
ther, tjll they feel, by late experience, the vanity 
of them all. Their ftate is juftly defcribed ty 
the wife man, when be fsiys, ^^ Lo this only have 
*^ I found, that God made miui upright, but 
. •* they have fought out many inventions *.'* ' 
It may not be improper here, juft to hint at a few 
of the principal purfuits by wbkh the chara<Elers 
of men are diverfified, their hearts and cares di- 
vided, and the one thing needful forgotten and 
difregarded. Some there are who yield themfelves 
up to the unneftrained indulgenjce of pleafure. 
Senfiisl appetite a^d paflion carry them on whh 
unbridled fury* The luA of the fiefh, the luft 
of the ejCy and tsbe pride of life, poffefi their af« 
feflionS) and their prevailing defire is to gratify 
thefe appetites, as far. as their fituation and cir- 
«. cumftaHces enable them, or the rival purfuits of 

• * -Ecclcf. vii» S9« 

F others 
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43thers will permit them. This, which is ufually 
ihe firft attempt of unfan^lilieci and ungoveuied 
youth, is well defcribed by the wife man, in the 
following flrong caution againft it : ^' Rejoice, 
^^ O young marii in thy youth, and let' thine 
^^ heart chear thee in the days of thy youth, and 
*^ walk in the ways of thy heart, and in the fight 
<< of thine eyes : but know thou, that for all 
^< thefe things God will i)nng thee into judg* 
'< ment *," This is the path of the abandoned 
and heaven-daring profligate, who cafts off all 
fear of God, who burfts afunder every bond, 
^ who draws iniquity with cords of vanity, and 
^' fins as it were with a cart-rope." 

Again, There are fome whofe hearts arefet 
«pon prefent gain. Inftead of making that fober 
*and moderate ufe of tfais world and its enjoyments, 
which becomoth mortal cr^atur^s, they look up- 
on it as their home, inftead of confidering it 
only as a mean to a higher end, they have it as 
their chief or principal view, to fecure or 
enlarge their poflef&on of it. Thefe ** iay to 
** the gold. Thou art my/refuge, and to the fine"^ 
•* gold, Tbou art my confidence."-— They think 
their *^ houfes will endure for ever, and their 
^< dwelling-places to all generations.*' This is 
often the fin of riper years : and, that the brutiifa 
folJy of ilnners may more eminently ihow itfelf, 

* Ecclef. XI. 9. 
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^ 19 often the reproach and fcandal of old age, 
when its abfurdky is moft feniible and apparent* 
•Wbait doth it fignify bow much men of this cha- 
ra£^er defpife the levity of youth, or hate the iil^ 
jthy receptacles of fenfuality and kift, while their 
.a£Fe£lions are fupremely fet upon tlte prefenc 
JM^orld, while <* they ble& the covetous, whom 
^ the Lord abhorreth V* 

} It is often fufficieot to raife in every ferious 
^rfon a mixture of compaffion and indignation, 
dto hear thofe with whom poverty is the only 
crime, openly pleading for, and boafting of, their 
attachment to the world, or treating with-afmile 
of contempt thofe who tell them, from the word 
«of God, that it is vain. Though nothing is more 
frequently confirmed by experience, it is ufUal to 
rconfider this as only pulpit. declamation, apart 
^f our boilnefs and profeffion, but containing a 
•inaxim that cannot be applied to common life. 
Xet all fuch be informed, whether they will bear 
it or not, that, however regular and abftemious 
.they may be as to all fenfual indulgence, however 
.4liligent, eager, and fuccefsful in trade, << except 
/^ they be born again, they cannot fee the king* 
*' dom of God." And, that they may not de- 
ceive ihemfelves, but know in part at leaft, where* 
in this change confifteth, lei them perufe and 
:|^nder the^following paflage of the apofile Joha: 
** LfOvc not the vrorld, neither the things that 

F 2 « arc 
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^< are in the world : if any nan love the worlds 
*^ the love of the Father is not in him**" 

Once more. There are fome who walk in the 
path of ambition. Pride .and vain glory is the 
idol at whofe ihrine they bow. The&, indeed; 
may be divided intovery different daflea* Pride, 
which may becalled the mifter^Al&oa of the hu«- 
4nan frarne, takes in the moft exftestii«e and uni- 
^verfal range. Tiiere is fcarce any ftate Jn whick 
Jt is not able to exert itfelf, fcarce any circum- 
^ance which it is not able to convert into the 
jneians of its 43wn gratification* All natural ad- 
vantages which men en^oy over others, whether 
iin jie(pe£l of body or mmd ; al) the additional 
trappings of Ibciety, viz. weakh, iftation, kni 
^office $ all accpiired advantages, intelledual, >or 
even moral, become the ^el of pride. As fome 
^endeavour by e:ttraordinary adions to fpread their 
^fame in public life, others, though tn a narrower 
fphere, are under the habitual goivernment of the 
fame defire. While great men are taking cities, 
and deftroying kingdoms, to get themfelves a 
.name, others of meaner rank ate vying with one 
,an9ther in drel>^ fumitufe, and equipage, or fuch 
inferior arts as they have^been able to attain. 
Nay, thofe who never did any thing that could 
jnerit praife, too often (hew tiiemfehres under che 
^vcrnment.ofihe moft hateful imddetefted kind 
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(^ ambitionf by a JcaiiCorous malice and envy^ 
againft fiich as excel or outfliine them. We* 
may go a ftep farther, and fay, there is* great 
i^aibit to belkve, that in fome the cultivatioii* 
of their mind?, long and aiHduous application^^ 
to ftudy, zealous and fuccefsftil endeavours to 
promote the public goody oughrto be afcribed- 
t0 no other fource, to no higher motive. 

Ithought I cbuld not fall upon any way ta^ 
illuArate this part cif my fubje(f^ which would ' 
make it more tntelltgible, than to give this (horr 
view of the characters and purfutts of the men' 
of th« world ; and then to obfcrve, That the 
change in regeneration doth properly confift in 
» ftfong inward, con v]£lion of the vanity of' 
worldly epjoymcnt) of every kind j and a per* - 
f^iafion, that the favour and enjoyment of God i$" 
infinitely fiiperior to thetn alL Whatever other^ 
diiFerences there may be^ this will be found in.^ ' 
every^child of God,, from the higheft to the low- • 
eft, from the richeft to the pooreft ; from the 
wifeft to the moft ignorant j and from the oldeft 
t(p the youngeft. Every fucl^ oive will be able to ^ 
fay with the Pfalroift, ** There be many that> 
** fay» Who will. fbew' u»' any good? Lord,- 
" lift thou up the light of thy countenance' 
*^ upon us. Thou haft pttt gladnefs in iry heart, ^ 
<* more than m the time tb« their corn ahd • 
•^ thci» '. wine increafed, - I - will both lay me - 

F 3 ** down • 
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•* down in peace, and fleep, for thou, Lori^;^ 
•* only makeft me dweM infafety*." 

I (hall afterwards have occafion n^ore fulijr' 
to explain the comparative influence of this 
defire ^ but before I conclude this fediion, muft 
make the two following remarks : i. That the* 
favour of God muft appear to the believer as 
abfolutely neccflary to his comfort. 2. As full 
and fufficient for that purpofe. 

I. He that is born again, confiders the fa- 
tour of God as abfolutely neceflary to his com- 
fort. He fees the emptincfs and inherent va- 
nity of all things elfe. Even when the world* 
fmiles, even when things fucceed with him to 
bis wifli, he will not reft fatisfied with any, or 
all temporal mercies. He will, above aU, de- 
fire an intereft in that love which God beareth 
to his **' chofen people i" a right by promife or 
covenant to the ufe of prefent comforts, and the 
favour and protedlion of his fpecial providence. 
How contrary this to the temper of many, who 
have a name to live while they are dead ? If the' 
world fmiles, they fellow it with eagernefs, and 
embrace it with complacency, while they are 
cold and indifferent in their defires towards* 
God. Perhaps, when they are diftreffed with* 
outward calamities j when experience conftrarns 
them to confefs the vanity of tRe creature, they 

♦ Pf. lY. 6, 7,- 8/ _ ' " 
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cry to God for relief. But when eafe and prof- ' 
perity return, they, foon forget his works, are welf 
pl^afed with their condition, and neither grieve 
for his abfence, nor are afraid of his anger. This 
fhews plainly, that whatever occafional fymp- 
tomis they may difcover, they are fupremely and" 
habitually poflefled by a love of the world, and 
defire offenfual gratification. Inoppofition to this, 
every real chriftian fees the favourofGod to befo 
abfolutely necefiary, that he cannot be without it.^ 
He fees it to be more neceflary than riches, honours, 
or pleafujes 5 nay, than health, or even life itfelf ;^ 
all which he values chiefly as they are the fruits of' 
the divine bounty, as tokens of divine love, and as 
they afford him an opportunity of promoting the 
rfivine glory. He is ready to fay with the Pfa!- 
mift, " Whom have I in heaven but thee ? and' 
•* there IS none upon earth that I defire bcfides thee: 
** my flefli and my heart faileth, but God is the 
•* ftrengthof my heart, and my portion for ever *.'* 
2. He that * iS born again, confiders the fa^ 
vour of God as full and fufficient for his com- 
fort and'happinefs. That is to fay, he i^ habi- 
tually fatisfied^ with this as his portion, whe- 
ther there be abundance or ftraitnefs as to out- 
ward provifion. He counts the favour of God 
as abfolutely neceflTary, but nothing elfe is corw 
fldered as fuch. No earthly enjoyments can fa* 

• Pf, Ixxiii. 25, a6. 
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ti»ry him without God*s favour; bat this viU 
fatisfy him, be his outward condition what it 
will. I am far from meaning to affirm, that 
every good man is free from the leaft riftng 
murmur, the leaft impatient or rebellious thought. 
If it were fo with any man, he would be per- 
ftA. in holjnefs ; but I mean to fignify, that 
this h his habitual and prevailiiig temper* He 
IS inwardly convinced, that thofe alone are hap- 
py ; and that they are, and {hall be, compleatly 
happy, who are reconciled to God, and the 
objcdis .of his fpecial love. His own remaining 
attachment to prefent things, and immoderate 
forrow under outward caLmity, he fincerely la-* 
ments as his wcaknefs, and humbly cojifefles 
as his fin. He endeavours to fupply the void, 
left by every earthly comfort, when it is with-, 
drawn, by the fuincfs and all-fufficiency of God.. 
He poficfles, in feme meafyre, and breathes af- 
ter more and more of the temper cxprcflcd ia 
the two fallowing' pa fiages of fcrlpture: '' Al- 
•* though my houfe be not fo with God, yet 
** he hath made with me an everlafting cove- 
** nant, ordered in all things, and fure j for 
** this is all my falvation, and all my defire *.'* 
** Although the fig-tree fliall not bloflbm, nei- 
•* ther ftialt fruit be in the vines ; the lab<^ur 
** of the olive (hall fciil, and the field (hall jiel4 

V % Sam. xxiii. 5. 
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^* no meat i the flock (ball be xut off from the 
*^ foU^ and there (ball be no herd \n theflalks - 
<' yet will I rejoice in the Lord, I wUl joy ia * 
«• the God of my la!yat!on*r* 

Thus. I have endeavoured to point out wherein ^ 
tlie ch^Agein regcheratfoadotfa iinmedialely and > 
properly confift. It is jaft the recovery of the- - 
moral image of God upon the heart ; that is to ^ 
fay, to love him fupremely^ and ferve him nhi- 
maaely, as our higheft end ^ and to delight in ^ 
hitn fup^rlatively^ aaoar chief good. This - 
recovery, however, is but begun^on earth. It is - 
gradually ^improved in the progrefs of ' fandlifica- 
tion, and (hall be fully comp)eated!at the refurrec- 
tion of the juft*' Th^ fum of the moral law 
is to love the Lord our God with all our hearty 
and foul, and Arength, and mind^ This is the- 
diity of every rational creature i and, in ordec 
to obe^ it 'perfe^y,. no paft of our inward af-- 
fe£tion or a&ual fervice ought to be^ at any timo^ , 
or in the leaft tbgree, mifapplied. This is ^he 
cafir with no mere man, -while be continue^ 
in the body. But regeneration confiAs in the 
principle being tm plan ted, --obtaining theaCcen^ . 
dancy, and habitually prevayiog'OV<er . its oppo* 
fue. Even in thofe who are born againr, there > 
will iliU be many ftriigglea between the- '^ law ' 
" of iin in their members," and the «* lav^r 

• Habbaic iU. tf^ i8. 
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** of God in their minds.*' This we find deeply^* 
lamented by the apoille Paul: *^ O wretched' 
*^ man that I am, who ihall deliver me from 
•* the body of tliis death ♦ P' It ought to give • 
unfpeakable confolation to the chrifitan, when 
he refie&s, that the feed which is planted by di-* 
vine grace, ihail be preferved by divine power, 
A gracious God will neither fuffer it to be fmother* 
ed by contendmg weeds, nor destroyed by the iiicle - 
mency of this tempeftuous climate, till it be 
tranfplanted into the milder regions of peace 
aad ferenity above, 

SECT. III. 

The effe£ls of regeneration \ withfome ofihefrtn^ 
cipal evidences of lii fincirlty. 

• 

TN the further profecution of this head, I pro-' 
•^ pofed to mention fome of the principal evi- 
dences and fruits of a faviiig change, Thefcj 
no doubt, it were cafy with fufficient propriety 
greatly to extend and enlarge, becaufe they in- 
clude all the marks and figiis of real religion, 
fuited to every character and every fituation in 
which a chriftian can be placed. The heart being 
renewed, the life will of neceflity be reformed, 
and holiness in all manner of converfation, in-' 

eluding the duties of piety towards Gpd, ;^d< 

* Kqib. tH. 24t . 
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juftice and charity towards men, will be its • 
native and genuine cfied. But this would be too . 
wide and genera] a field. I find moil writers on 
this fubjeft take particular notice of the new 
views and appreheniions which the regenerate 
perfon hath of himfelf, and every other thing 
or perfon to which he flands related. I fhall 
therefore very fhortly obferve, he who. is born 
again, difcovers his new nature and life by new 
a^prehenfions of God — of himfelf — of the world . 
—of eternity — of Jefus Chrifl the Saviour of 
finners— -and of all the ordinances of his appoint-^ 
jnent. 

The regenerate perfon has new views of God, 
both in refpe6l of greatnefs and goodnefs. He 
really and inwardly believe* the' being, prefence, 
power and providence of God, which he in a 
great meafure difbeiieved before. Whereas for- 
merly, even what he did believe of God was fel- 
dom in his thoughts $ now it is almoft ipipof-* 
fible for him to look upon any thing, or perfon, 
or event, without conddering its relation to God. 
O what " terrible majefly" does his fanilified 
underilanding perceive in this Being .of Beings,^ 
compared to the times of his former blindnefs ? 
What a luftre and glory does the opened eye fee* 
in all the divine perfections ?' Above all, what a* 
ravifbing and aftonifbing view has he of th^^i^ . 
vine goodnefs and love ? Wicked men, go- 

F 6 vcrncd 
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verned by felf-Iove, are therefore infenfibk cf 
obligations. Inordinate in their defires, they are 
never fatisfied with their poflcffions : whereas the 
child of God difcovert and confeflcs the infinite 
goodnefs of his Creator in all his mercies, of the 
lead .of v^hich he is not worthy. 

He hSith quite new^ipprehenfions of himfel^ 
bis own charader and ftate. Before, he thought 
himielf his own mafier, looked upon every reli- 
gious law aift a bard and tyrannical reftraint; but 
itow, he fees that be belongs to God : he now 
remembers his Creator^ confeiTes his obligations, 
and mourns for his tranfgref&ons. A converted 
finner often admirca and fiands aftoniflied at his 
own former condud. He wonders at the bold- 
neis of a poor guilty helplefs rebel, perhaps curf- 
ing and blafpheming, perhaps rioting in fenfuality 
and }uft. He wonders that the power of God did 
2M)t arreft him in his courfe, and by fome fignat 
fifoke, make him a fianding monument of 
righteous indignation. He trembles to think of 
his former ftate, and it excites in him a deep and 
lively acknowledgement of the riches of divine 
grace. How great a fenfe of this does the apoftle 
Paiil often exprefs in his own cafe ; *^ who wad •- 
before a blafphcmer, and a periecutor, and 
injurious. ■ This is a faithful faying, and 
** worthy of M acceptation^ that] Chrift Jefus 
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** came into the world to'fave flnners, of whom 
«« I am chief*." 

The above is often conneded witb» and in- 
creafed by, his vie ws of the world and of worldly 
men. The charm is now broke $ the falfe co- 
lours are now taken off from the world and all 
its enjoyments. How ardently did he love them 
once i- how eagerly did fae profecute them ? and 
how rich did he efteem them f He envied every 
o|ie who poflelied them, and thought, that none 
fuch could fail of being compleatly happy. But 
now, he can never feparate the idea of richea 
from temptation, and often confiders^th^ dread*- 
ful change of ftate in thoflb who are earried 
about in pomp and grandeur on earth; who 
are cloathed in purple and fine linnen^ and fare 
fumptuoufly every day ; but are, in a little time,' 
tormented in hdl fire. Formerly, "he valued per- 
fons by their (lation. By their wealth, by their 
fpirlt and genius, or other natural qualifications. 
But now, a chriftian in a cottage appears more 
honourable and more amiable than a blafphemer 
in a palace. Now, his heart is joined to every 
fcrvant ofChrift, though defpifed in the world, 
though emaciated by ficknefs, though deformed 
with old age ; nay, though loathfome and for- 
did through penury and want. He fees the 

beauty 



ixo A Practical TRrATi^E 

beauty of thefe excellent ones of the earth,* 
under all their prefent difadvantages, and in them 
is all his delight. With regard to perfons of 
an oppofite character, the penitent often recol- 
leds, with a bleeding heart, his fondnefs for, 
and attachment to, finful companions ; and his 
kindnefs to them, is converted into a yearning 
tendernefs and compaffion for their miferable ftate. 
Further, the regenerate perfon has new appre- 
henftons of eternity. Formerly, the ihadows and 
vanities of time fo.cingfofied bis thoughts, fo 
filled and occupied bis fight, that eternity was 
feldom at'idl, and nfivcx fully in view. But now, 
it is frequently and ftrongly upon his mind. 
Now it, as it were, joins itfelf with, and points 
out its own relation to, every fubje£^, and Its 
cpncern in every purfuit. Now, it is prefent . 
as the objc£k of faith, to correft the falfc repre- 
fentations of fenfe, and to oppofe the unjuft 
claim of earthly and momentary gratifications* 
Formerly, things unfeen were counted in a man- 
ner precarious and fabulous, of fmall moment 
in any determination : but now, there is fuch 
a difcQvery of the great realities of another 
world, as weighs down all created things, and 
makes them feel as a feather in the balance. 

. Let us here (land flill, and paufe a little. Let 
me befeech every reader to ponder this reflec- 
tion, which I cannot pafs. Ob-! *what concern 

\ i have 
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have we aH in evcrlafting endlefs eternity ! O 
fubjed without bounds ! Who is able to do it 
juftice in words ? Who is* able to reach it 
even in thought? Happinefs that fiiall continue 
through evcrlafting ages. Mifery, anguift, tor- 
ment, that' £ha]I never have an end. Are we- 
all, without exception, to be fo divided at laft ? 
Yes ; the great Judge (hall feparate the righte* 
ous from the wicked, and fhall (et the one on 
his right*haod, and the other on his left. Shall* 
then companions oneanh ; fiiall fellow-citizens,' 
and fellow foldiers ; the deareft friends and the 
neareft relations,. be parted afunder, and take 
a. long, long, eternal farewcl? O the ftrong? 
deceit and iliufiofl of fin, that is able to hide 
eternity from dying men I O the inconceivable 
blindnefs of thofc who are unmindful of a fu- 
ture ftate, while they inhabit thefe tabernacles of 
clay, which are fo often tottering.; which ;a re" 
daily wafting, and (hall fo foon fall in pieced* 
and crumble intp duft ! How is it poflibic we* 
fhould forget, that in a little time « we muft air 
•^ appear before the judgment-feat of Chrift." ' 
'■ The regenerate perfon has alfo new views of 
Jefus Chrift, the great and only Saviour of fin- ' 
ners. Before, he was " without form or come- 
«' Unefs, or any beauty, that he (hould defire 
<^ him." Before, (as is, alas ! the cafe with 
?ery many) 4II the , «-utbs, relating to the pef - 
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^ fon, chara£ler, acd c&ce of a Mediator, wei^ 
hated as abrurdictes,^ or defpifed aa eiithuriafm. 
They were nick-named notifenfe^eam, and un* 
intelligible ftuff.- Or if decency forbad thisy they . 
were altogether cold and without rcKfii. But 
now, the name of a Saviour »^' precious*— eveti' 
«• as ointment poured forth ♦/' The ftrongeft 
language is too weak to cxprelt his gratitude^ of 
breathe otit hts love. *^ He is white and ruddy, 
« the chief among ten thoufand :-^y^a, he is 
«* altogether lovely f.'' Haw great is the differ- 
cncc between the felf-righteous formalift and the 
bumblied penitent i The one, truftfng. in him- 
felf that be is righteous, knows little of the value 
of a Saviour j the other, deeply penetrated with 
a fenfe of guilt, and ftrongly conicious of abfo- 
lute weakncfe, ** counts all things but lofs, for 
•* the excellency of the knowledge of Chrift Je- 
•* fus his Lord ; and defires to be found in him, 
«* not having his own'rigbteoufnefs, which is t)f 
^< the law, but that which is through the faith 
«* of Chrift, the rightcoufnefs that is of God 
«« by faith t.*' 

Again, the regenerate perfon has new views 
of the ordinances of ChTift*s appointment. They 
were formerly his burden, now they are his de- 
light. Before the fabbath wore, as it v^fcre, a 
iable garb, and an offenfive ^oom. It was look- 

• Caat. i, %. f Cant, t* ip, J 9hiim, 8. 
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ti upon as a piece of conftnttntnt and reftrstine. 
He vna Tcxdy to fey, *• What a wearihcfs is it ; 
<^ wbeii will the fabbath te over, and the new 
<< moon^ that we may fct forthcorn, and fell wheat P"** 
Bur now, be calls it a delight, the ** holy of the' 
<* Lord, and honourable," Now, he thirfts af- 
ter the water of life, efteems, loves, and defirci^ 
the word of God. He now readily joins the holy 
Pfalmift in all theft fervent exprefflons t6 be 
found in bis wrhtngs, of aSeSidn to the truths^' 
axkl ordina^nces of God* *^0 how love I thy 

** law! it IS my meditation all the day*. ' 

•* The law of thy mouth is better to me than 
** thoufands of gold and filvcrt**— -"My foul' 
*^ thirfteth for thee ; my Rtth longech for thee,, 
iita dry and thirfty land, where no water ia« 
To fee thy power and thy glory, (o as I have' 
*♦ feen it in the fanfiuary J.*— ^I was glad when- 
** they faid unto me, let us go mto the houfe 
*♦ of the Lord ; our feet ihall ftand within thy 
" gates, O J<rufalcm§]'* 

Suffer me now to conclude this general ac- 
count of the fptrit and temper of the regenerate, 
with a few particular charaSers, by which they 
will commonly be diftinguiOied. 
. I • The new nature will difeover itfelf by great 
bumility. There is no difpofition more the ob^' 

• Pf. Clin, 97. I pn cjOT. 7», t Pi". IxHi. 1, u 
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^je^ of divine abhorrence^ and deteftation, thait* 
pride; nor confequently, any more amiable: 
and neceflary than humility. We are told, that 
•* God refiAeth the proud, but giveth grace tcr' 
•• the humble*." To the fame purpofe the 
prophet Ifaiah, f< For thus. faith the high and* 
*[ lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity> whofe 
'f name is holy, I dwell in the high and holy 
*^ place ; with him alfo that is of a contrite 
'^ and humble fpirit, to revive the fpirit of the 
*^ humble, and to revive the heart ofthecon- 
•* trite ones f-** Pride was the fin by which the 
angels fell from their glory and happinefs. It ap»' 
pilars to have been the chief ingredient in the firft 
fin of man j and in general, the leading part of 
a finful charader. Before there can be any fav- ' 
j|ag change ; before there can be any efteem or 
rplifli of thegofpel of the grace of God, there muft 
be a deep humility of mind, and thorough con-' 
vj^aion of guilt and wretchednefs. This muft ftill' 

continue, and have a conftant and vifibleefFeft upon' 
the believer's temper and carriage. The truth is 
the way in which afinner's peace ismade withGod,' 
tbc ground on which his hope and comfort is 
founded, and the means of his improvement in the 
^ritual life, all confpire in making him hum- 
ble. «' Where is boafting? It is excluded. No 
^ flefli is permitted, to glory" in the divine prc- 

• James iv. 6. f If. Ivii. rs^- ' * 
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l^nce. Every fincere penitent, every real be-* 
liever, every profiting difciple of Chrift, learnsT 
the emptinefsf of the creature, the fulneis, fove- 
reignty, pov^?er, wifdoqi, and grace of the Crea- 
tor and Redeemer, from ail that he hears, and* 
firom all that he feels. 

In his former ft ate, either his ignorance of 
God, or his wrong views of God and of hin^felf, 
made him fet a high.valae upon his own intereft, 
and think he had a high claim to happinefs, and 
fuccefs of every kind. This made him repine at 
the courfe of providence, and very hardly allow 
that jufiice was done him when his attempts were 
defeated, or his deftres dtfappointed. What ful- 
Icfl impatience do many fliew under the hand of^ 
God ? What corroding eiivy.pofliflcs their mind^* 
when they tate a view of the (perhaps miftaken)' 
happinefs of others ? But he that is born again i^* 
deeply fenfibie, that he dcfcrves nothing at thd* 
band of God. R'ls habitual fentimcnts and lam-' 
guage, a^rt the fame with what we find in fcrip*' 
tare fo frequent with the faints : ^* I am not' 
*' worthy of the leaft of all the merciesy and. op 
<< all the truth which thou haft (hewed unto thy 
*^ fer.vant f'-^It is of the Lord's merciii that we: 
'<- are not confumed^ becaufe his compafiions fail ' 
«< not J. — Unto me, who am lefs than the leaft 
^\ of all faiius, is this grace given 1|.** Whereas* 
f Gen. xxxil, xg»»^ { haa, lU, 4«' 4| ^P^^^* ^^^* S* 

i'. formerly 
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formerly he was apt to view his own chariKSler 
with iti uch complacence, and to have high thoughts' 
of the dignity, of human virtue, now he hath^ 
chafed the ftern pride of philofophy, for the felf^ 
denial and meeknefe of the gofpel. He has fucte 
views of the glory and majefly of God, ^of the 
purity of his law, and of the holineSt of his na* 
ture, that he finka, as it were, into nothing in* 
his own fight, and knows not how to throw biixi-' 
felf into a low enough pofture in the divine pre* 
fence. Agreeably to this we have a ftriking pie* 
ture, drawn by our Saviour in the parable of th<- 
Phartfee and publican, of true penitence, parti*^^ 
Cttlarly as (landing in opp^fitton tofelf<-fuAciency; 
ted'pride: *' The Pbaxifee flood and prayed thus^ 
<< with himfelf, God, I thank thee, that I am not as 
<* other men are» extortioners, unjuft, adulterer? ,.. 
*^ Qgr even as this publican. I faft twice in the 
** vireeky I give tithes of all Hut I pofl^i And' 
^ the publican flanding afar off^ would not lift) 
** up fo much a^ his eyes unto heaven, but fmote^ 
^ upon his l)reaft». frying, God be merciful to > 
•• nic a finner ♦.'* 

Further, true religion makes a man b«mb1e 
toward hi» fellow -creatures, as well as toward* 
God. The one, indeed » is the certain and ne* 
ceflary efk&. of the otlter* Every thing whic?h 
one man can enjoy in preference to another,. 

• Luk< «viu« ii« t*t 13* 

and> 
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and which ordiiKarily.hecciiik«$ the foci of pri«k> k 

the fife of God, and therefore there Js no jrocm 

Jeft to glory. Wh^ diftinftion cm any man 

«fT)oy above another, but k muil be of one of 

thefe two kinds, worldly advantages, or fpiritual 

gifts ? Now worJdly advantages are of no fuck, 

^alue, in the eye of a real: Chcifiian, as to be 

flatter of boailing. AH fwetlingon this account 

is eiS^ually reftralned by true religion,: thH 

which brings eternity in view, m^kes all temporal 

^ing6 of wonderfully littleVakie to have or te 

lofe. And even ftili left will a good man glory 

jn his advjantages over fibers of a fpiritual kind* 

Pride can ^ever be fo greatly mifplaced, its when 

it (bows icfelf here* The ChriAian will fay «» 

fcimfelf, in the w^rds of the apoftic Paul, ** For 

^< who maketh thee to ditBst from another ? and 

<* ^hat haft thou, that ihou didft not receive f 

^^ Now if thou didft receive it, why doft tho« 

^* glory, ;as if thou hadfi not received it ^ ?" 

I cannot help- alfo obferving here, that every 
true conviert is naturally led to conftder. itimfelf 
415 the chief of fmners, and every real Chrifi'ian 
«o reckon that others are preferable to hfm in ho- 
linefs and fpiritual attainments* This is often taken 
notice of by religious writers, in a perfed con* 
Aftency both with fcripture and experience. We 
iee this -was the <€^fe wirh the apoAle Paul, that 

• sCor. JT, 7.. 

eminently 
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iemlnently hdy, ftithfial, and aftivc mmiftcr of 
Jefus Qirift, He exprefsly ftiles himfelf the 
•* chief of finners ;" and fays, ** Howbeit, for 
** this caufe I obtained tncrcy, that in me firfi/' 
or in me* as a capital and leading inftance, *' Je« 
^' fu9 Chrift might ffiew forth all long-fufferi^g^ 
^* for a pattern to them whieh Oiould hereafter 
>* believe on him to life'' cverlafting ♦." And 
elfewhere to the fame ptirpofe, with a view to 
his miniftcrial labours : « For I am the leaft of 
*• the apoftles,' that am not meet to be called an 
<« apoftle, becaufe I perfecuted the church of 
^ God ; but, by the grace of God, I am what 
^* I am, and his grace whrch was beftowed upon 
^ me was not in vain, but I laboured more abun* 
« dantly than they all : yet not I, but the grace 
** of God which was with me f." This is cafy 
to be accounted for. Every man mud have a far 
more clear difcovcry and conviction of his own 
fins, in their henious nature and aggravating cir- 
cumftances, than of thofe of any other, as well 
as a greater infigbt into the remainiitg eorruptioni 
of his own heart. Hefice it is natural for him to 
conclude, that none have been fo deeply indebted 
as himfelf to the riches of divine grace, for par»- 
don and recovery. 

From every view we can take of the matter, 
therefore, it is plain that the regenerate perfon 

• I Tim, J. x6r f t Cor, xv, 9, 10. 

muft 
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wuft be, according to the ftrohg and beautiful 
language of the holy fcripture, *^ clothed with 
^< humiKiy/' He muft be very humble ; he niuft 
be humble in every refpedl j he muft be inwardly, 
■habitually, conflandy, univerfally humble. I 
know no difpofition better fitted either to deter- 
mine our character in general, or to decide when 
:the Chriftian is difcharging any duty in a pro* 
per manner. It is alfo a good touchftone by 
which to try a profeffion, or apparent zeal far 
religion. I am fenfible it is a duty openly to pro-^ 
4efs Cfarift before men, and that. he has pro- 
nounced a dreadful threatning againft thofe who 
ihall meanly deny him : *' Whofoever (hall be 
^ afliamedofme, or of my words, in this adul- 
^< terous and finful generation, of him alfo fhail 
<* the Son of Man be afhamed, when he cometh 
<• in the glory of his Father, with the holy an- 
** gels ♦.** There are many of the duties of a 
Chriftian which require a firm refolution, a bold^ 
nefs and fortitude of mind ; yet even this fbouM 
be accompanied with humility. Unneceflary of" 
tentation is always a fufpicious fign. A ChnAian 
ihould be conftrained, in all fuch cafes, by a 
fenfe of duty, and enter upon his work with & 
<]iffidence of himfelf, and rdiance on divine 
ilrength, 

^ Mtrk viii. 33* 

Let 
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Let not the reader tblnk this part i>f the fubjeA 
^ediottf, or exteoded beyond its due bounds ; let 
hkfk rather csoter on 4 deep and careful fearcb into 
hh own heart> and iee how it fiands with bi«- 
jfelf in tbis particuUf • Tbere is often a countejf- 
4eit humility. A proud and vain<-glorioua car- 
<ri^;e is odious to man a^ well as to God* Pride 
4SI one maoi is always in optn boftility againft pride 
4n another; nay pride, when dircovemd, efFec- 
tuatly defeats its own purpoie* fJQt only is a man 
'who is vain of nothing, jufliy and univerrally 
•contemptible, but Jn aU cafes, as Solomon fays, 
^' for a man to fearch fais own glory, is not glory.'' 
JEven :die noft eminent abilities, the moft amiabte 
^qualifications, and the moft laudable aiSions, are 
greatly fullicd by an apparent vanity and tfairft of 
praife. It is hardly poifible to bring odiers to 
acknowledge that man*s worth who aflerts it 
^ith hia own tongue, and abiblves the. world by 
{>aying tribute to himfelf. Hence there is a re- 
anarkable oh&ryatipn of a foreign writer of emi- 
nent piety and learning, to this purpofe» That a 
iworLdly principle, when it is attended with found 
judgment, and in its higheft perfeSion, does ho^ 
jTnage to religion, by iniitating its e(k&s. And:, 
indeed, what is all poiitenafs of carriage, but a 
ibrt of hypocritical humility, and an empty prO'*- 
ieffion of that deference to the judgment and 

kindnefs 
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kindnefs to the perfons of others, which a tmef 
Chriftian bath implanted in his he^irt ? 
: How felf-deceiying iis pride i How many are 
there even of thofe who have a form of godlinefs^ 
who are wrapt up in themfelves, who would have 
all men to efteem them, who would have their 
opinions to prevail « and their meafures to cake 
place, in every matter of the fmalleft confeq^ence^ 
and are never fatisiied but when this is the cafe i 
Of this they are often quite infenfible thetnfelves, 
when every one fibout them perceives it without 
the leaft difficulty or uncertainty. Nay,^ is it not 
very furprifing ^ind very Jamentahje, that there is 
.ftifl (6 much pride to be found even in gQod men^ 
which betrays itfelf by many evidences, impa^ 
tience of contradiction in^ their fentimeuts, ex* 
ceiSve grief, or immoderate refentment, whe^ 
their characters are attacked by unjuft and mali- 
cious flander ? It is lawful, to be fure, in fucb 
a cafe, to embrace every opportunity of vindica- 
tion ; but, as it is not wonderful that it ibould 
Jiappen, fo the real Chriftian fhould ftudy to hea^ 
it with meeknels, and to forgive it fincerely, as 
he aflcs forgiveneis of God. , 

Frogi all this it is eafy to fee, that the regf ne* 
rate perfpn muft be bumble. Believe it, O Chrif- 
tian, fo much as you have of humility, fo much 
you have of true religion. So much as ypur> fen- 
timents are ^tered i|i ^his rc^peCi, fo much ygu 

G have 



fza AT&ACTiCAL Treatise 

hanre gvound to think the diange tolie real j zn4 
fo much as Jiott take root diownwarcls in true hu^ 
siitity, in the fame pcoportion you will bear £axit 
Inwards, in all the duties of a regular, exrnipi«y» 
and ufeful converiatton. 

a. Another excellent and uCtM evidence of re* 

generation, is 4he ianditication of natural a^d 

lawfol affeiflioiis. Th^e are, perhaps, fear oi* 

thermore Aire or mor« plain evidences 4tf real re«- 

ligion than this. Regeneration does noc coiiftft 

in givmg u6 new fouls, new faculties, or new 

aifeAiens, but m giving a new tendency and ef- 

fcSt to thofe we had before. Tha% are many 

(lerfene to whom we hear nacvraUy, an siffeAion, 

and it is far from t>eif)g the defign pf 'religion to 

deftnoy this affei%on, but to regi4ate it in ins 

•meafure, to keep it In its proper chanmei, and di^ 

rtSt it to lis pfoper end. This is a part of t'Ke 

fubje^ which I have always thought of great mo- 

mentt and impoptance, on niore accounts than 

one* It hath pleafed God, by joining us toge. 

•fher in foeiety, to conftitutc a great variety of re- 

'"htigQun^-; thefe tics are of -God's own making, and 

our afFeAions to all perfons fe related to its are 

natiu'afi, and in feme of them very ftrong. How 

then do ihfey operate i In what m^anner do fhcy 

cxprefs themfelves ? Nothf ng wifl more evidently 

prove wliat is the ruling difpofit^on of the heart. 

Whenever wp lovcSAers fineerely, wc Aew it 
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b)r,dflfiriJig«od vndeavxMiring to procure for them 
tbofe .*bk£ngs M/iuch w« our&lves moft highly 
eftficm. .Let us take any one of (ih«f« rdadons 
for JM C9c&ihpie« Dom a parent fincerely love his 
ehiUven ? Retigion doth no^ weaken, but 
ftrongthen this aflfedUon, and add to tb« foroe of' 
his obligation to ferve them. But If the parent 
trdy loveth God above all, how will his love to 
lliis childi^n be expreflibd ? S4]re]y by defiring, 
^bove all, that they nay i>e f* born again.'* Their 
foilQwing iinful coutfes wili give him unfpeakably 
more grief thadn their poverty, ficknefs, or evea 
4e4ih i'tfeif. He ^yiUbe onore concerned to taake 
ihfm) and p:Jor.€ delighted t^fee them, good than 
gj!ett; and, for this purpofc, every flep of their 
^ducaiiop'will.bi diuefted^ WouJd inot every pa- 
Mttit (lfi\iiifir A <he ihPMgJrts of feeding a beloved 
^bUd to 3 houjfo mkdt^ mOsi the plagu^» or any 
^tber fceiie where health or licfe wouid be in Lm- 
i»inen(t jdsM^er? What then fhalhwe think of 
thofe parooc^ whp9 fr<KQ the fingle profped of 
ffiif,{u yf\\\iim fcruple, plaee^ thejr. children ki 
^Qufet ^^^y. infe<9^4 v;idi the lefurofy of fin, 
^siA cxpofe Uiem» wiiboiit ilse leaft neceffity^ to 
Ijie m^ datigerous temptations i 

I koew ^therie are- fome inftai»ce9 in icripture of 
f)Qi(bp8 wiio hav/e b^en <?onfidcned a$ vjery pious 
tbteorfe^vieit wikkP jMt were .fliamefully negligent 
in this branch of their duty. Qf xbefe Eli, men- 

G 2 . tioned 



it24 A Tractical Treatisi 

iiion«d in the book of Samuel, is one, whoie fons, 
though in the moft facred omce, *< made them- 
*5 felves mlcj and lie reftraineo them not/' .1 ima^ 
gine 1 could eafily brtftg in doubt, if not the reali- 
ty, at leaft the eminence of his^^ piety, and others 
of the iame kind, though often taken for granted, 
without much examination 4 but I fiiall only ob« 
ierve what an oppofite account is given of the di- 
vine condud toward Eli and toward Abraham, 
(he father of the faithful. He revealed his will, 
and employed in his meilage the child Samuel, to 
Uie neglect of Eli, grown old in his courts, and 
denounced the moft fevere and terrible judgments 
againft him and his boufe : << Behold, I will do 
** a thing in liirael, at which both the ears of 
•» every one that heareth it ihali tingle ; in that 
^ day I will perform againft Eli all things which 
^ J have fpoken concerning hts houfe : when I 
'^< begin I will alfo make an end. For I have 
^< told him that I will judge his houfe for ever, 
'* for the iniquity which he »know€th *." On 
the contrary, fee the honourable diftindion put 
upon Abraham: -^^ And the Lord faid, Shall I 
^* hide from Abraham cthat thing which I do, 
** feeing that ^Abraham (hall furely become -a 
<* great natioi\, :and all the nations of the earth 
^ (hall be*U«i^dan him. For I khow him, that 
V he will.<sommand his children and his houihoid 

•♦ aStuDi iii. ii| 12, 13, 

" after 
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** after him, and they (halMccep^ the vnyof the 
■^ Lord, to do jufticer aad* judgment, that ttit 
** Lord may briffg upon Abyaham^thac whkh he 
•^ hath fpokewof hhn ♦r-'^ 

Nothing, tndeed^caa be more plain from rea- 
Yon itfelf, than-tbat^ in proportioA to the inir- 
prcffion whiciMi parents have upon their own 
.minds of- tbe importance of falVation,- will be 
•theif concern- and' eare: that jhetr children aUb 
may. be thehetra ofeverlafting lifer Sufier me tf> ^ 
a&.everf parent who reads thifr^dtrcourfe, or ra- 
ther tobeftedf all fuch« to aflc themfelves fe- 
rioufly, what are their own firongeft defirea and""* 
hopes concerning' their children? In thofe mo- 
iiticflts when, your affcAion? are fondeft, and your'' 
partial flattering. expe£Utioas moil^ difiinflly 
formed, are you obliged to- cohfefs^ that* your 
minds run much more upon the profpe6t of your ' 
childrens living in. affluence and fplendor;; or be*- 
ii^ promoted to places of honour and truft^ than » 
their- being brought to a faving acquaintaike with ' 
Chrift and him crucified,, that whedier they live 
or die they, may be the Lord's^? If this is the 
cafe, you have juft ground to fear that you are 
of that- unhappy number who ^ favour not the ' 
*^ things that be of God^ butthe thinga that be - 
" of man." 

•"Gen. xvlii. 17, if, i^- 

G^ 3. 3. Another- 
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3. Another excellent evidence of fvgtneratioA 
kf tbd.moderttion'of our attachment to woddiy 
ctijoyriurnts in gancfsl, andi habi^uai iubnliii<5h 
to the will of God. 80 foon bs thi» diange tik€s 
•pidce, it will immediately and certainly abate the 
meaiiire df our iRtothment to M earthly •things. 
FofmQt4y th«y.WeM tlie aH of th« fotM, it9 jmm- 
jtloA and fttfteftl): btet Xfwir « dear dlfocfv^ry b«- 
lAg made of grtsbttt- knd bedier^ bltflngy, 1^ 
mtifl iail back liito the feoon^ place. Tftettr is 
a wonder.fuI cKffcrenc^ betv^eii^thQ rate ynd^Va- 
lue of prefent pofleffloni of any kiftdi in the eye 
of him who lives uhder t^ impreffionfi cf eter- 
nity, atid of him who belicvitl it bvti}ncortaftti5^, 
who onderflaiids \t very impevitAlfy wndvflso 
thinks of it as fekbiil as cotifcience witt gi^e Yap^ 
leave. It mnA be confd&d wo are all apt to baioi- 
moderate in our atrachmentto outward bid&A^i 
this is the tSeSt and evidence of the wesdtndv'of 
our faith : but, fo far as faith is in exercife, ic muft 
mortify carnal, affefiion, Th^e ii no way in whidi 
an objeAappeftnr fd linle, &s when if is edrttrsifUd 
Widt ont iitiii)ice}y ^i^etftet-, which^ iif plainly life 
cafe here, Th* triih i^, titn^ dtid cterhify, 
th]i)g8 tempdrM in<)'thiyig!i f^iritual^ ttte the op- 
pbfite an4 rival bbjedh of huilian -iktt^rition and 
efleem. It is impoilible that one of thetti ca#i be 
exalted, or obtain influence in any heart, with- 
out a proportional deprefCon of the other. They 
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are, iaifo,. as they kvcxzAf prrev^l, the marks to 
(iiftingtti& thofe wka are, and. dK>fc wbo- are n^ 
i»FOt*gbt again from the desd. For as the apoftle 
iays, ^' To be carnally aasjidcd is deatb^ but t<> 
^ be fpirkaaily minded is life and peace ♦.'* 

Further^ it is not wAy in abating tbe fi«afure 
of oiSM* at$acbiner\£ to vrorldfy thic^gB tbaJt rdigion 
ifaeivs itfejf^ and dot dnmge is d^ovened, but in 
the ufis ai)d application of them. The realCbrii^ 
tiaa's powers and facuhfes^ |>o&f&ofis and in^u- 
eiKe^ are cpnftrerated to God. His abilities at^ 
laid out for tb« glory of God« He no more cdiri- 
fiders them as a mtan^ of excelling either sr^ ahd 
getting to hlmfelf a name, but of doing gorod. 
He finds it his hjgbeft.|;>iearure to ferve God with 
bis talents; he thinks it hfs duty to plead for him 
M bis Cofivecfatito, t^ boDout bitn^^ wiih biia fiib- » 
ilance, to enforce and ratify tbe divine laws by 
his authority and example. 

TRe fihiKie tbihg fliews plainly why a Chrifti^ 
muft mantfeft bi& new nature by fubmi^on^to the 
jiivine will. Does he receivie his kxiercies A'drn 
<3^d ? Doei b^ love them lefs tbai* God I Do0s 
he efteem it his duty to ufe them iii his ferviscr^ 
And can he po0ibly refufe to refign them to his 
pleafur^ ? I am . fen&Ue thac refignatioo at the 
will of God^ abfolute and unconditionaU is a 
yecy difficult tiaiy, but it i& wbat'.svecy«bdieve|: 

G 4 habitually 
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habituaiiy ftudies to attain. He chides his re« 
jnatnmg impatience aifd comptaints, grieves at 
the continuing ftruggles of his imperfedly re-» 
Hewed will, and is fenfible that in this the Aipe- 
riority of his affe&ion to God above the creature 
oMght to appear. Unrenewed peribns^ when their 

• 

earthly hope$ are difappointed, immediately re- 
new the purfuit ; they only change the olgeA to 
one more within their reach, or chey alter their 
-meafures, and. endeavour fo amend the fchemrv 
•but real Chriftians>, receiving a convii£tion of the 
vanity of all created things, feek their refuge and 
conlbiation in the fulnef» and all-fufficiency of 
God. 

S E C T. IV. 

J moTi particular enfttiry into what proper fy con/O^ 
tuti$ tbifinaritf of the change. 

'T' H U S i have given a fuccinft view of the 

moft r<^arkab!e efTe^h and vifible evidences 

of regeneration. 1 cannot, however, fatff fy my- 

felf with this, becaufe I am perfuaded the great 

queflion is, how far they ought to go, and to 

what meaAire of ftrength and uniformity they 

ought to arrive. There are not a few who may, 

in a certain degree, fincerely think themfelv^ 

poiTeiTed of moft or all the difpofitions mentioned 

above, whofe date is neverthelefs very much to 

be 
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he fufpe^led. On the other hand, perhaps, fome 
of the humbleft, that is to lay, the very beft, may 
1>e in much fear concerning themfelves, becaufe 
they do not perceive either the vigour or fleadi^ - 
nefs in their hoJy difpofitions which they greatly 
deiire, and arefenfible they ought to attain. Be- 
fides, what hath been hitherto faid is only gtn^^ 
ral, vis. that thofe who are born again will have * 
new apprehenlions of things, will be humble, < 
^mortified to the world, and fubmiffive to the will ^ 
of God. In this way it will be moft appKcabte ^ 
to, or at leaft moft fenfible in thofe who had once ' 
gone great lengths in profanity, and were, by th« 
almighty arid fovereign grace of God, fnatched ' 
as " brands from the buriwng.'* The oppofition 
between their new and old cbara£lera is ordi>- - 
narily fo great, that it will not admit of any > 
doubt. To fome others it may be necefTary to 
make a more fi:ri£l and particular enquiry mto thft 
nature of fincerity, and what is the full and pros- 
per evidence of the reality cf the change.^ 

That the reader may form as clear and diflin^l 
conceptions on tbi! fubje^ as poffible, he may 
be pleafcd to recoiled what was obferved above, 
^That ftifcSt holtnefs conftfts in having the heart 
wholly pofleft by the love of Gody without the 
-mixture^ofanji^ inferior or bafei paffion«; and that 
Tegcnerai»f» confifls in a fupreme deftfe to glo*- 
fify God^ and a^preferenqt. of bir favour to every 

Q. 5 other 
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otbdr enjoymem* Hf^ what chieAy ocCjifian^ 
diAcuItj in difceroiog the reality <^ this cbarige 
is^ that th^re is much uirfubdutd fin remaining 
4n tht children of God, and tbat there are mai^y 
counterfeit grace«4 o$ appeai'^iices of rdigion, in 
'thofe who are, AotwritMi^Adingt :>n the ^^ gall of 
i.** bitterneff , aad itt, the bond of ifiiquity /' . 

Tbat thcfe h af gfeat degree of unmortiiied 
corruption dill remaiairtg in the £imt$ of God> 
and that not fo much at one ta wboUy freefrom 
it, ^ is apparent from too many mdaacholy proo£s. 
It appears from the padietic complaint of the 
apoAle Paul, formerly referred to, of the law in 
his aembera warri^. agaraft the law of God in 
his mind* It appears^ alib^ from the grofdftii^ 
inta which feme eminently holy perfbna have 
been fufiered occafionaily to fall, through the 
Arength of temptation, as David's adultery and 
murder, SoIomon^s idolatry, tjie apoille Peter's 
-denial oF his mafter^ and fcvecal ofehera reeorded 
in icriptvre. 

On the other band, tbcne are alfo.taovnterfeit 
graces, common or impcrfSEt operations of the 
Spirit, which do not ifiise in a real converfion and 
faviog change. Tbi» it v/'A be proper, to keep' 
in miod, and perhaps, alfb» ta ittejid a litlic' to 
the proo& of it} both from &ripftiLn:e anAicxpe^ 
ricnce. That dw word of Ood^ibaB ibme tikA 
even upon tbofit wba comAwtf toienowed^ .ie» 

plaiit 



plam from m^y example's recorded m thefirfccl* 
volume. We read of a Felix trembling at the 
thoughts of a judgment to come : •* And as he 
** reafbned of rrgfjteourntfs, temperance, ana 
•* judgment to dome, Felix trembled,* and Htf-'' 
** fwctedy Go- thy way for this time, wiien f 
<« -feavefi convenient fc^ihn IwiH^cairfoTthee*.'* 
But \ve are not informed that her eVer foaikd th^t 
convenient feafon, of dcfired to hear atiy more 
of fuch words. 

Ifif the parable of the fower we lave a cfrarac- 
* ttt deferifeed of thofe who tibt otifj *f heard*^ 
ihc Worcii but " recefted'* St whh' joy, and on 
Vrhom it had an immediate and vifible, though 
only a temporary cfftS:. **« Some fell upon ftony 
•♦ places, where they had not much earth, and 
** forthwith they fprung op, bedaufe they had 
** no» deepn-efe of earth ; and When' the 'fuft ivai 
•• up' they wer^ fcorched*; andj becaufe they had 
•* not root, they wJcheretf away f.-^He that re- 
^ ceivtd th^ fted ihto ftiiny place*, the* (amfe is 
**■ he that heateth thc'word; and ahofi with joy 
** receiVibth it j yet h^th He Hot root ih himfelf^ 
•* but doreth for a whSer for t^hen tribulation 
^ br perfecutioii atifetfc/ fecatftii ot the si/otS!,' hy 
•^■and byhe Wdfthded iJ':'We-rklSM'df a 
Herod, who nbroit^htard'thd-WbPd^gla&ryi but 

^'Aas xxiW a>5;*" ' f ilfitt. xiii. 5/d. ' j jbid* 

▼cr, ao, xi» 
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•* did many thiogs/* — *' For Herod feared John, 
*^ knowing that he was a juft man, and an holy, 
** and obferved. him, and when he heard him he 
^ did many things, and heard him gladly *." 
Nay, we fee even Ahab, the profane prince of 
Krael, humbling himfelf, and putting on fack* 
doth, under the denunciation of divine, wrath. 
Neither have we any rea£bn, from, the circum* 
ftances of the ftory, to believe that this was 
wholly hypocritical, but the contrary. *^ And 
** it came to pafs when Ahab heard thefe words, 
^* that he rent his clothes, and put fackdoth on 
^^ his flefli, and fafled, and lay in fackcloth, and 
*' went foftly t*" Thefe things, and all others 
of the fame, kind, even in wicked men, are re* 
prefented as the effei^ of the operation of the Spi* 
lit, in many paflag^s of fcripture. I (hall only 
mention one, which is pretty remarkable, and 
well merits our attention. ** For it is im|>oflible 
*^ for thofe who were once enlightened, and have 
tafted of the heavenly gift, and were made 
partakers of the Holy Ghoft, and have tafted 
the good word of God* and the power of the 
world to come, if tfaey^flioiild fall away, to 
renew them again to repentance, feeing they 
M crucify to themielvcs the Son of God- afrefli, 
*^ and put him to an open ihame %.** 

* M«rk Yt. xm, ft Kio|i xtu i7t % Hcb. 
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The fame thing iixieed appears phitAf. from 
the ftate of the worlds and in a particular man^ 
ner from that variety of partial charaAers which 
I have formerly defcribed. There are many 
things which have a religious appearance^ and 
are taken by the deluded pofleflbr for reUgion» 
when at bottom there is no real religion at all ^ 
and ^< mene tekel" iball be written upon 
them in the day of trial. There is a long grada* 
tion of chara^ers between the openly profane 
finner, with a hardened hearty aibared confcir 
ence, and a (hamelefs countenance, on the one 
band ; and the refined, felf-deceiving hypocrite, 
with his duties and his forms, on the other : her 
tween thofe who are furious, violent, and malig* 
nant enemies to religion in profeflion and prac- 
tice ; and thofe, who anfwer difcreetly with the 
young man in the gofpel i and of whom it may 
be faid, as our Saviour fays of him, that they 
«• are not far from the kingdom of God.'* This 
Ihews at once the importance and difficulty of 
pointing out the great and diflinguifhing charac« 
tersi of real religion, and (hewing how it ef- 
fentially differs from all counterfeits* . 

But now, from the account given above of 
the nature of regeneration, and what hath been 
further added in illuilration of it, we may fe6 
how this diftin£tion is to be made^ as far as it cait 

be 
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be made .by anyy exoe^iig the great Searcher of 
hearts. I apprehend, chat the great 2Uid dtdin* 
gaiflHTig mark of th« truth and fincerity of rdi^iofi 
in general^ smd of every gracious difpofition in patr^ 
liciilar, arifes froih €t>8iparing it with its dppofitc. 
It is •* the prevailing intcreft of God and the Re- 
>*^ d c cmet in the heait, above the intereft of infe- 
*• rior good ; the habitual comparative preference 
*• we give to his fervice and enjoyment, before 
•• every other object of defire/* This muft be 

r I 

proved by irs efltfts daily. And agreeably to 
this, our bltffed Lord f^ys, «* He that' loveth 
•• fether or mother more than me, is hot worthy 
«• of me; and he that loveth fon or daughter 
*• more than me, is not worthy of me ; and he 
*• that taketh not his crofs, and folio weth after 
•• me, is not worthy of me *.** And again, in 
yet flronger tcrnris, ** If any man come to me^ 
^* and hate not bis father and mother, ar\4 
.•* wife and children,, and bretjircn and fiftersr; 
** yea, and bis owa Ijfe alio, he cannot be my 
*^ difciple f/' Would you therefore know whe^ 
ther you are born again?' Arc you in doubt^ 
when yoi^find the fpirit lufilng againft the flefli, 
and tbe'flelh aMinft the fpirit ? Try, by dili- 
gent and" uhiverfal examination,' which of then;i 
:s, upon tjHe wjiole, th^ flrongplt i which of 

♦ Matt, x/ 37, 38, f Luke xir, a6. 

tbenii 
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ihali.iiabitAiaH;y ytdds tathct^dtcr, whea they 
ronie in compethioD. Imo^ tifais all other inarkB 
axid (ijgns of reHgidll lefolve theiiiielvcs stkft; 
and from the evidence tbey. give of the preva- 
lence of the ioYC of God. In the hearty tkey d4- 
me ail their worth and value<i Evftry holy dtJF- 
pofitjon muft be examined, not by its iiUobue^i 
but its eomptrative ftrength ; and the true kno\V- 
ledge of ouf ftate arifes from the <Soncliifioh 
and refult of the whole. 

There were, in the laflf age, many and great 
debates among men of piety and' learning, whe- 
ther fpecial and common grace dTfFer effcritiairy 
in their riaiu;.ei or .if they differ only in degree. 
What I have juft now faid may, perhaps, Ke 
thought by the intelligent reader, to imply my 
embracing the laft of thefe opinions. My judg- 
ment of this queffion is the fame I have formed 
ofmany others, that it is unneceflary, qr.ev^nhurt- 
/ul. It has perhaps,^ if examined to the bot- 
torn, QO'.diflinA' meaning atall^ but if.it h^s 
any meaning, I am afraid it is a qv^ftion.which 
it is inapqffible for us to refolve. Th^t it may 
be made plain to perfons of common underftan4- 
ing,. thequeftipri isj whether, it is, moft proper 
to fay, tpat a wi'cked mani or an unrenewed pei'- 

ibn^ let Jiis''be'ha:vlbu^ hi c!vet fo unexceptionable, 

••-.1 >^ fin:. .! »- •..*»: '' u.. ^•':3 ijj 
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t)r his experiences ever lb comfortable, can have 
no true love to God } no, not in the leaftdegree ^ 
or whether we ought not rather to fay, his love to 
God is lefs than his love to the creature. I confefs, 
I think it is heft to fay, in the words of the Holy 
Gboft, that ^* he loveth the creature more than 

•* the Creator" that " he loveth the praife 

.'* of man more than the praife of God 1" an4 
for this rcafon, he hath no *< true" love, either 
to God or man. 

. In the preceding part of this treatife, I have 
affirmed, with fufficient clearnefs, that there muft 
be an efTential change in order to falvation ; and 
that, till this be wrought, the perfon is in fin, 
and can do nothing but fin. The reafon of 
this is very plain ; that the fupreme and govern- 
ing motive of all his actions is wrong, and there- 
fore every one of them muft be fo, upon the 
w^ole. I fuppofe, if they were to explain then)- 
ielves fully, this is chiefly meant by thofe who 
infift that there is an efTential difference between 
fpecial and common grace. And in this view, 
no doubt, it is not only certainly true, but a 
truth of very great importance. It appearsi 
however, on the other hand, equally certatn 
and undeniable, that when we obferv^ good dif*. 
pofitions and good adions in one cbara^er, and 
4be the fame appearances in another, we have 
-no w^y by which we can difcover the difference, 

but 
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but by their perfeverance^ zni their comparative 

.effects. Neither, indeed, has the perfon himfetf 

.any otji^v rule by which thefy can be judged. 

.For which reafon, I would be very willing te 

affirm both fides of the above queflion ; to fay 

that an unregenerate perfon has no true love to 

God or his neighbou^^ and at the fame time, 

that thii is only becaufe no love but that which is 

.'fupreme and prevalent is true, or will be accepted 

as fincexe. 

. Unlefs we take up the matter in this Ught, 
we are in danger of doing great hurt on both 
hands. On the one hand, i^ is ready, to alarm 
the pious, humble, and timorous foul, if we (ay, 
that fpccial grace differs efTentially from common 
grace, and that there mud be fomeihing quite 
different in its kind, as to evety gracious difpo* 
fiiion, than whatever redded in hypocrites. Alas! 
will the fearful perfon fay, I have feen fome who 
have gone great lengths, who have been well 
eftcemed, and well received among all ferious 
people; and yet have made fhipwreck of the 
faith, difhonoured their profefnon, and opened 
the mouths of adverfaries to blafpheme. They 
had all the appearance of as much Ipve to God, 
as much delight in his ferviee, as much zea' 
for his glory, as much flridlnefs, and as much 
ufefulnefs of converfation ^ nay, more than I 

can 
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can pretend to. What then am I to thifik; 6f 
iki^f Muft tH mj gradmis dUpofitkms be efi^Af-^ 
liaily different froih rheira? And hovr i^ this 
<li(Ference to be raade appear i To all fuch I 
woukl fay» thofe unhappy perfons^ by thek ccn- 
duA, and that alone, plainly d^fcover, that they 
have tkher been wholly impofiors and deceiver's 
of the world) or that they have loved fom^<»b- 
jt€t of carhal afio^ion ; feme luft, ^ one kind 
or another, more than they loved God. The 
ftrength of their aflfeftiohs in one way, has been 
over-balanced by the dominion of corruption Hi 
another. And that CDrruptren which has been 
long dlfguiftd er rdlrained^ at kft breaks tmt 
H»4ih fe much the greiater vk>letice, and the 
Vgrenter noife. 

iAgain, on the o<hct hamf, by affirtmng that 
tt^ere is a dillerence in kind between fpecral 
and common grace ; and that a hypocrite or un- 
renewed pcrfon cannot haVe the kaft meafure of 
threfame (brt of love to <3od or man with a 
child' of God, we are apt to nrake (bme flaves 
to fin, upon examining thcmfelves judge amifs Fn 
their own favour. They cannot help thinking 
that fhey have a real unfeigned affedlion for that 
which is^ood in many refpefts; as indeed they 
have, when irdoth not ftand in competition wiih 
their reignibg or darling luft. To give; an ex- 
ample 
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: 8l»#)e of this I it ifl ff cquendy mdde a chat k i)f 

tclje celigiQay to iove th(^ people of G6d^ and 

indeedi ,k.4^ ^a^ of. the bcfi. afid Wib^ti. taiceo'tn 

>the fenfe I have memioae^ above^ ^s.il ffipretie 

and preralem love^ it is an. infallible ftgjl. It 

hach no iefs warrant than the word of God: 

(^ We know that we have pafled froip dcath> un^o 

.**. ljifc> becauic we love the bFethren: hf. fh^t 

** Ipvcth not. .his brother, abideth .in death ^i" 

But I^daxe fay, there are;m^n)| who Ytvfi . in &i, 

.lE^nd are ftraingers to the {tpwer of godline&v wh0» 

upon the moti imp^tial examinatioli of theefe- 

felvesy ' would concludei that they did love t&e 

i people of G4?dr 

^ . Pcrhd^s < fetee ^Hl {sLy^theytawy to^e. gddd 

( lileo;^' bfUt they lovd Ithein fok* othict qutKtids^ v^d 

.f^nrtot. kve them b^caufe of their ptety* Expte- 

f iifnce telb us th^ cdntrary, Tbry tnaiy eftoem 

them^ h)ve them, fpeak well of them, atid do 

them fe^vice bdcaufe of tbeir piety. Nay, I hate 

okrK^wil (thou^li^'that is more fare) fome very 

^oo&j livers, who^ fremed fo haVe iVOtfrkig go6d 

.aboirt ehem, but an efieetn of piOuB peyibitsy aAd 

.adeftre to efpoufe tbeir cauie» whidi4hey tondi- 

r nued to. do in all ordinary cafe«. But fbodd 

thcfe fervants of God prefume to improve thefn 

.iharply, or hinder them in the enjoytntnt of 

theirdnding luft, their toveiwouM-foon't^rft^Q 

' *t J«hA Hi. 14. 
' ' hatred. 
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hatred. Who Would not have laid that Herod- 
fincerely loved John Baptift, when the very 
reafofl affigned for his refpcA and attendance is, 
that ^' he was a juft man and an holy." Yet 
the fame Herod, when he was reproved by John 
for his fcandalous adultery and inceft, Ihut him 
up in prifon. And afterwards, fo Tittle was his 
conftancy, that when the daughter of Herodias 
had gained upon hia aiTeilion by her dancing, 
and involved him in a rafli promife, he gratifiedi 
her mother's favage cruelty with the Baptift's 
head. The defcripdon of his iltuation of mind- 
is remarkable, but far ftom being fingular ; we 
are told, *^ the king was exceeding forry ; yet 
^ for h& oath's fake,, and^ for their fakes^ that 
** fat with^ him, he would not rejed* her^lV* 
Here was love in one fenfe, or in a certain de- 
gree ; but he loved^the damfel and her mother» 
and the good opinion of hi& courtly compani-^ 
ons, dill more thaa the faithful preacher. 

We have innumerable examples of the fame 
thing every^^ day htfoic our eyes» Voluptuous 
n^en love the people of God,, but will nofr obey 
their falitfary counfel,. becaufe they> love their 
liifts more. Covetous men will love the people 
of God, and< praife them, and defend, them, 
but will not open their purfes. to provide for 
them, becaufe they' love .their filver and 

* MatIc zyif 26, 

gold 
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gold more. Wh^t I have faid of this dirpofitioii^ 
might be eaftly {hewn to hold with regard to 
every other. Jn fliort,: whatever unfeen or in- 
waid difference there may be j whatever diverfity 
of operation of the holy and fovereign Spirit, 
the great trial to us is the fame which Chrift 
made of Peter : ^* Simon, fon of Jonas, loVeft 
** thou me more than thefe ?" It is good that 
we jiboiuld often repeat the queftion as he did, 
and bUfied is that man who Is able in fincerity 
to fay with Peter, <* Lord, thou knoweft all 
*^ tilings, thou knoweft that I love thee*." 

I am feniible, there will be many ready to 
challenge 4his, or at leaft to be inwardly difla- 
tisfied with it, as too general and undetermined. 
They will be ready to think, that this leaves the 
matter ftill at a great uncertainty j and that it 
muft be very difficult to decide in many cafes, 
whether the love of God or of the world hath 
the greateft habitual influence in the heart. The 
truth is, I am far from denying or difiembling 
that it is a matter of great difficulty in many in- 
ilances; nay, as I have hinted in Tome of the 
former pages of this difcourfe, there are cafes 
in which it is altogether impoffible to come to 
any certain determination. In fome, grace and 
corruption are (6 equally matched, as it were ; 

• Johfl xu* tj, 

have 



have fucti violeiit ftruggle», and take tiVdh' turnc 
ft often, in teftra^ning and g&femi^ Me nm^ 
th^r, (hat kmW be hard t9- t^H'y till tb« laft ^ay,^ 
wbkh of <hem was ftrpngeft upo^n the whdJe. 
Sut ch4s is' fi0 jttft cbie^iloh ta what I have; de«^ 
IfveFcd ibove. It was never intended^ that fu^' 
i>Fie<)uali and v^ariabieChvHftians ihouhf en]o]^*tiiuth 
peace; afld if they do, k is furfcJy' upon fotne' 
idle OF itnagiflafy ground. T<^ many Ui^may her 
J%B)y faid' a« Jai^oh faid ^0 his^ fbn Heaven, 
«* UnftaVk as water, thou (hait 'not excel *.*^ 
][nftead of deviling ways, and makitig fuppofi- 
lions, to encourage fuchi perfoiis to think well 
of their o^fm ilate, It is z far faf^o^ aiid much 
kiadcr office, to excit^theoito a holy jcaaoufy- 
o^ver th^«if«lv.es.. T^fi :in4j9ed= fffms 1o b^ the 
bngiwge of f<?fipture wkb rfigwd 40 ws all: « Let 
' « us therefore fear, kft 2^ j^omifc ^^i?g left ua. 
«* o( enteri^ig ijntp hi? reft, any pf ypu ft^ouid 
<.« fpenri to cpcpe flioxt of it f.'^ Rlfewiiece* 
fcys the fi^me ^pofile, ♦' Aj^ w^ ^efire that, every. 
** one of yQ^ do fl)e,w the feme dilig^pe, tpi 
*' ;he full 2^Mjrani9e of hope uptp.the end :J/' 

The lift of aChriftian i^ cof^ftsnitly r^prefciited 
if) Icrip^ice a« a life <?f vigiU^c afajd <^^^^0llJ, <^ 
aaiyi^y ^Bd 5Wigeflf e. ** S^ febff ^i?(«.i vigila*vt, 

** for your ad^criftry the 4*yy> 99 9 ispsffwg Jiftn* 

♦« walketh about fc^king vf)iQm he may de. 
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^ Yout^i^ The -fame apofflc fays, <* • Afid U- 
*« fides (hfe, giving aH diligence, 'add'tb'Youf 
•*'faSth virtue, ^nd to virtue knowledge, jind to 
^ knowledge temperance, and to temperance 
** patience, and to patience godlinefs, and to 
godlinefs brotherly kindnefs, and to Votherly 
krndnefs charity ; for if th^fe tkiitgi b^ itiypxx 
** arid Aound, they «make you that yeihaH nei- 
^' ther be barren nor tinfruitful in the knciwiedffe 
^* of our Lord JefusChrift. — Wherefore the ra- 
'•* ther^ brethren, give diligence to make your 
** calling and elefiion ftrref.'*- tbeg it maybg 
obfcrved, that this is no way contrary to that 
xponfideOce in the dtvine 'mercy ^nd -.good ttope 
through grace, whitth *the goffi^t iitipari^ to the 
i>elteii5er, Thefe aw Imctodai ^lo animate him 
-to diligence in duty^ in dependaniod 6n divine 
ftrength, and are themfelves gradually confirmed 
and improved, by prodycing their proper efiefts. 
Few fcem to have efij^'ed moi^ of ith^ confola- 
ttonfi of the gofpelth^n- ^ »poft(« P^; anfd 
yet he represents - ^ven >(he ieJMr of iflna<I difap- 
fiointipent, as tvhat dailyiiirifluenced bisi^pwii con- 
dud. ^^ But I keep under JDy body, .and bring 
^ it into fubjeiSliQn» htk that 1^ any meaos, 
5^ when I hdve pueacbed to Qther«j I myfelf 
^^ fhouldbe j9k ««ft-AW?y i" 

■• I Pet, V, S. t * '*^* ^» 5— io« t ' <5<>r, he. 27. 

I can- 
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I cannot help taking notice here, that there 
is often juft caufe to find fault even with per* 
fons who, to all appearance, are fincerely pious 
upon this fubjed. For all Aich I defire to have 
the bigheft efteem, and to treat them with the 
greateft tendernefs and affeSion. In the mean 
time, they ought to be willing, and even defirous 
of having their miftakes pointed out to them%. 
Now I am perfuaded, there are many who feek 
after aflurance of their own intereft in GodV 
favour in a wrong way, and that they often 
cxped it in a degree that is not fuited to the pre* 
fent ftate. 

i» They often feek it in a wrong way ; they 
are ready to l|y hold of imprefBons upon their 
minds ; and, in a variety of particulars, are in 
iianger of repeating the fra of thePharifees, who 
a/ked a fign from heaven. When a minifter is 
^;>eaktng or writing on this fubjed, they expe£l 
fomething particular and perfonal i and, if I 
may fpeak fo, th«t he fhould be in God's fiead, 
and give them aflurance, in place of telling them, 
how they ought to feek it. But this eagernef^, 
from however good a difpofitibn it may fpring, 
is unwarranted and prepofterous. We muft be 
.fatisfied to walk in the way that God bath 
pointed out to us ; to give thanks to him for 
die fure Ibundation of a finner's hope whjcb is 

S laid 
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laid in Zion, and to conclude the fafety of 
our own ftate from a ferious and deliberate exa« 
mination of ourfelves by the rales laid down 
ki the holy fcriptures. In thi? way only is the 
moft folidy fettled, and lading peace to be ob« 
tained. 

Perhaps fomc will be ready to fay^ Do you 
then condemn in general all regard to impref- 
fions that may be fenfibly felt upon the mind, 
or all fecret and powerful fuggeflions of paf- 
fages of fcripturc? Does the Holy Ghoft the 
comforter never in this manner enlighten or 
i^efrefh thefe fouls in whom he dwells, accord^ 
ing to his promife? ^' I will dwell in them, and 
^ walk in them $ and I will be their God, and 
<« they (haH be my people *." No, far from 
it ; I have no defign of denying the real ope- 
ration or gracious prefence of the Spirit of God, 
which is certainly one of the moft eifential aa4 
one of the moft comfortable dodrines of the 
'* glorious gofpel ;" but at the fame time, from 
the k)ve I bear to it, I would guard it againft 
miftak^s and abufe. When any truth, or any 
paflage of fcripture^ is fuggefted to the mind^ 
which particularly and ftrongty points out the 
duty proper to our prefent flate and circumftances ; 
when this is backed with a powerful fenfe of its 
obligation) and by that means a deceitful or flothful 

• % Cor. vi, J 6, 
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heart is revived and quickened ; this is diankrully 
to be acknowledged, and readily complied with^ 
When a doubtful, dejeAed, or defponding mind 
is relieved, by a flrong and afTedlng view of fome 
encouraging promife or gracious invitation to the 
weary finner, or the contrite fpirit ; when, in 

. fuch a caie, the mind is led to a difcovery. of 
the rich mercy and fr^ grace of God to the 
guilty^ and i»iferaUe» it ought to be embraced 
an4 improved ; and in many fuch inftances» fe- 
fious perfons harraSed by temptitfion, have had 
caufe to fay with David, <^ I wiU bk& the Lord, 

' <>* wlio hacb given me counfel ; my reiaa alfo in- 
1* &xu6k me in the night feafon *.'* 

This is no more than the necei&ry confequence 
of the conflant over-ruling providence of God, 
which, as it extends to the difpofai and diref^ion 
of the moft minute circumfiances in the courfe of 
nature, cannot fail to be particularly exercifed 
dbout the, holinefs and peace of hisown chjU 
ixtru They obey what a^piears to be -their duty, 
or an argument againft fin ; they tr«i)^ tbe di* 
vine &ithfulnefs in what concerns their com* 
fort; and adore the divJue wifdouft and go^nefs 
in the propriety, and feafonablencia of either or 
jboth. But fiar any p&foo, from the fudd^n fug- 
geftion of a pafiage of fcripturr, ( *^ I am thy 
f* God'^ for cacarople; or, ** I have caU^d the^ 

•^ Pftt. xvi; 7. 
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** by thy rvartie, (hbU 'art mine") without any 
cxaminarian of his temper ^nd difpofition, to 
conclude the fafety 6f hh ftate, Is furely a piece 
of prefumption without ground. 

Nerther is it lek foolifh than prefumpluous ; 
for all fuch muff be Kable fo be cail down by 
other and contrary fuggeffions. We know very 
well, and have an itiftance of it in our Saviour's 
temptation, that fatan can fuggcfl paflages of 
fcrrpture ; nay, and fpeak pioufty and plaullbly 
upon them : but theJr conclufions muft be tried 
by other fcriptures. To zM who are iirdmcd* to 
the above dduding praAice, I would fay with the 
-apdffle John, *' Beloved, believe not every fjjii'it, 
^* Jwt try the fpirits, whether they are of God *." 
Or witJb the prophet Ifaiah, " To the law and 
** to .the teflimony, if they ^eak not according 
*• to this word, it is bccaufe there is no light 
*♦ in them f/' There is alfo a very proper ad- 
vice, mixed with caution, given by the fame pro- 
phet, in the following words j ** Who is among 
** you that feareth the Lord, that obeyeth the 
** voice of his fervs^t, that walketh in dark- 
*** nefs and hath no light; let him truft in 
•* the nanus of the Lord, and ftiay upon his 
«* God. Behold all ye that kindte a fire, all 
** that compafe yourfelves about With fparks, 
*' walk mtheUght of your fires, and'in the fparks 

■* I John iv. I. *!* ir» viti, 20. 
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*^ that ye have kindled ; tlvis (hall ye have of > 
^* mine hand, ye ihall lie down in forrow*.'" 
2. I muft alfo obferve, that many ferious f er- 
Tons feem to deiire, and even to exped, alTurance 
in fuch a meafure and degree^ as is not fuited 
to. our prcTent ftate. , They would have faith 
and hope to be the fame with fenfe. l^hey 
Would have heaven and earth to be the fame, 
and would put on their crown before they 
liave finiflied their courfe. I am perfuaded, 
n^any deprive themfelves of that comfort to 
which they have an undoubted title, and which 
they might eafily pofTefs, by aiming at that 
which is beyond their reach. They do not re- 
member, that it is true in this refpe£l as welKas 
in many others, what the apoftle fays, " Now 
*^ we fee through a glafs darkly, but then face 
** to face ; now I know in part, but then fhall 
*• 1 know even as alfo I am known f." Would 
you but refleft upon yourfelvcs, Chriftians, you 
would be afliamed of your complaints. You 
would be afbamed that .you fhould {o much 
as lay claim to fo high a degree of , comfort, ^ 
when you are fo carelefs in your duty. Your 
improvement in the fpiritualjife is but very gra- 
dual, and therefore it is no wonder your bqpe 
ihould be but in proportion to it. 

* Jf, 1 10. I !• ,+ , I Cor, xiii, ts. 
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It is of the greateft confequence in religion, to 
•dtftioguifli carefully between that hope and com* 
fort which arifes diredly from the promifes of 
God in fcripture, and that whicli arifes from a 
reflex obfervation of the change that has taken 
place in our own temper and praAice. To en-- 
tortain and encourage doubts in the former caft* 
is diredly contrary both to our duty and intereft; 
but in the other, perhaps fufpicion and ^diffi- 
dence is moft becoming the Chriftjan temper, and 
moft conducive to the advancement of the Chrif- 
tian life; Is there any perfen perufing this 
treatife, who is incommoded and diArefied with 
anxiety and fear ? Take heed that you be not 
doubting as much of the certainty of God's 
word, as yoi^ are jealous of your own fiate* 
Is it not more than fufficimt that you have fo ma- 
ny gracious invitations, fo many fulU free*, and 
unlimited ofFers of mercy, through a Redeemer, 
to the chief of finners ? . Does it not give re- 
pofe to the mind, and re(l to the confcienc^*, 
when, by dire£l a£ls of faith, you receive and 
rely on Chrift alone for falvation ; feeing him 
to be fingle in this undertaking, and all-fuificient ' 
for its . accomplifhmenty, and therefore cleaving 
to him as your Lord and your God, and your '' 
all. I would notchufe to affirm, that a (Tu ranee, • 
in the ordinary fenfc of that word, is effential u> 
faith,, or that its proper defcription ifi, to believe 

H 5. that 



Xy) A PflACTJCAI. T*p;>Ti^E 

th;»t my fmp ar^ forgivt^ |y%e i yet finely* feme 
meafurc of iK)pe is lA&pMraMiB frflnsi it* Faith 
9nd deipiair s^re Qjpipofitc ^od inoailAfient. If you 
dp really believe t)ie fiiicedty of ibe Itstffer ; if you 
do ft4\y \idif:v9 fj^ fuh)eft iiml ajbijji^ of the 
Saviour, ^< tbe God of bt^ ^^iU fill you with 
*^ aUjoy fiQd i^ace io believingv tturoi^h the 
^« power q^f the Hojy Gho*." 

To this let me add, that cpnfiderifig the mat- 
ter, eyei» with regard to a reoewing and fimdi- 
fying work of th^ Spirit upon your heartjt, yoMr 
complaints are oftefi exceffive and unreaionAb}e. 
You would have evidence, not that the work is 
beguQ, but that it i9 fiAi&ed. Yom drefire com- 
fort, ROt fuch as is fuffident to ftrengthen you 
againft trmptaiion, and bear you up und^ fuif-^ 
feriogi but fuch as would make temptation 
to be no temptation, and fuffering to be no 
fuFering. But if you are fenfible that you ftiil 
adhere to God as your port4ofl, that you cannot 
find peace or reft in any thing elfe ; and that 
a whole world would not induce you to give 
up even your doubtful tiile. to his favour and 
love, furely you ought to endeavour after coni* 
pofure of mind : you may be fr€quently in the 
ftate of the apoftle PauJ, who fays of himfelf, 
** Our flefh had no reft, but we were troubled 
^* on every fide, without were fightings, within 
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** were fears ♦/* And yet fay with the fame 
«poilie, ** We «re troubled on every fide, yet 
•* not diftrefled 5 we are perplcx-ed, but not 
** in #efpatr; peifecuted, but not forfakens 
*^ caft down, bi4t not d^ftroyed f." It is not 
meant by this to condendn an earneft defire to 
abound in h0pe, or a frequent and ftri£l ex-*- 
amination of oar -^bte and temper, bat to 
^arn Chriftians againft impatience, and ^galnft 
an unthankful, fretful difpofition, which indeed 
tiifappoint« itfelf, and prevents the attainment of 
that peace, for the want of whfch it complains. ' 
This leads naturally to the mention of anothef 
fault incident to ferious perfons, which will lay 
a fauhdation for a very important leflbh upon 
this fubjed. The fault here intended is, fac- 
ing into a flothful, defpbnd^nt negk£l of dutyl 
The devices of fatan, our great enemy, are 
very variotis, and unfpcakably artful. When he 
cannot keep men in fecunty, and drive them 
blindly along the broad path which leadeth to 
deftruftion, he endeavours to make their duty 
as painful and burdenfbme to them as ppffibld. 

When fonw perfons give themfclves to ferious 
felf-examination, he embarrafles them with fcru- 
ples, he involves them in doubts, he diftreHes 
them witji fears. This often brings .on a re- 

H 4 laxation» 
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iaxation or fi»rpeniioii of their diligence in duty*; 
they give tbemfelves up to anxious, complain- 
ing tfaouohts ; they ftand fiill, and will go no 
farther in jreligion> trll they are fatisfied whe- 
ther they have as yet gone any length at all* 
But whatever good ground any perfon may have 
to be diflatisfied with himfelf, fo fooa as be per- 
ceives that this is its tffcSt, he ought to refiit 
it as a temptation. I cannot better illufirate 
this, than by a fimilitude borrowed from the 
fcripture language on the fame fubjed. Whe- 
ther do you think that child moft dutiful, under' 
a fenfe of his father's difpleafure, who patiently 
and filently applies himfelf to his work, or he 
who f^unters about in idlenefs, and with peevifli 
and fuller) complaints, is conftaotly calling io 
queftion his father^s love ? 

This lays the foundation for a very necefTary 
^nd ufeful diredtion, which indeed flows natu- 
rally from all that has been faid on the evidence 
of regeneration. Endeavour, Chriftians, to pre- 
fervc and increafe your hope in God, by fur- 
ther degrees of fan^ification, by zeal and dili- 
gence in doing his will. The more the image 
of God in you is perfefted, it will be the more 
eafily difcerned. If you are at anytime ready 
to doubt whether fuch or fuch corruptions are 
confident with real religion $ if you find this a 
hard queftion to refolve, go another way to 

work. 
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work, and ftrive by vigilance and prayer to 
mortify thefe corruptions, and then the diiEculty 
is removed. If in a time of afflifiion and dif«' 
trefs, you find it hard to determine whether it ' 
ought to be confidered as the corre£lion of a 
father, or the ieverity of a jvdge, endeavour thro' 
divine grace to bear it with the patience of a 
child, and you will foon fee its merciful original 
by its falutary effed. What (bould be the daily 
fludy of a Chriftiat}, but to mortify fin in heait ' 
and ccnverfation ? and bis comfort (hould arife 
from his apparent fuccefs in this important 
flrife. When grain of diiFerent kinds is but 
fpringing from the ground, it is not eafy to 
diftinguiih between one and another. But their 
prowth a(certains their equality, which is-fiiU • 
more fully difcemed as they approach nearer to 
maturity. Imitate in tbFs the great apo(tIe of 
the Gentiles^ ** Not as thovgh I had alreacfy 
*' attained, either were already perfeft ; but I 
" follow after, if tbafr I may apprehend that 
for which alfo I am apprehended of ChriH 
Jefus. Bvethren^ I count not myfelf to have 
♦* apprehended, but this one thing I do,, for- 
^* getting thofe things which are behind, and 
^ reaching forth unto thofe things which are 
•* before, I prefi toward the mark for the prize 
**-«f the high calling of Godwin Chrift Jefus*." 

• Pbil. in, 12, 13, 14, 
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Before clofing this fe^ion, I muft o^terv^f 
that though the account I have given of the 
great mark of real religion, may ftill leave 
feme in the dark, yet fiireiy it carries in it the 
cleareft atid plaineft condemnation of many hear- 
ers of the go(peI« Oby that it were poffible to 
fatten a convidion of it iipon their mikids ! Are 
there not many who a{>pear from fabbath to 
fabbath in the houfe of God, who dare not af- 
firm ferioufly to their own hearts, that God and 
his fervice has more of their habitual fettled af« 
feftion than the world, or any of its enjoyments ? 
I do not here underftand grofs finners, whofe 
crimes j^rcN** open goingbcfore unto judgment ;** 
bi^t I mean the more fober and regular profeflbrs 
of religion, who may have ** a form of god'i- 
•* nefs, and deny the power thereof." I am pcr- 
fuaded this is a more proper trial of their flate» 
than any particular rule of duty. . Many fuch 
perfons know fo little of the extent and fpiritu- 
allty of the law of God, that it >s not impofiible 
they may be ready to affirm they do not allow 
themfelves in any known fin, as the young man 
in the gofpel feems to have anfwered fincerely, 
when he (aid to our Saviour, *' Mafter, all thefe 
•• have I obfcrved firom my youth */' But* I 

* Mark x* ao. . , . 
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woaU farther aflc thm». Whether hath God or 
the worid rooft of your iove^ moft of your 
thoughts, and a^oft of your care ? Can fuch of 
you pre^adthis, wbofe e^ger, ardeat, nightly 
thought) and daily pleafurey-k only to increafp 
your fiihflance I who wonld not go to marked 
without re-examiniag your tranfafHans^ and 
computing your g^in; but can daily go tp.thi^ 
houfe of God, without obferving, en^iriog a^* 
ter, or defiring to fee its proper fruits ? Can fuch 
of you pretend this, to whom all ferious con* 
Vfrfation .is tedious and difguftful, and the fociety 
.of good men a painful reitraint ? to whom the 
fabbath is a dull, melancholy, and burdenfome 
feafon? .Oh» my brethren, let me befeech you 
to be faithful to your own fouls. Your precious 
time is daily haftening on ; the day of your mer- 
ciful viAtation is wearing faft away. Hear 
while there is yet peace, and intreat that God, 
; for Chrift's fake, would freely pardon all your 
fins ; would renew you in the fpirit of your 
minds ; in^uld fit you for his fervice on earthy 
and for his prefence and enjoyment in heaven. 

Thus I have explained at confiderablc length, 
and wiih:ill the care and accuracy in my poVrer» 
the great and general evidence of regeneration, 
vjz» the fuperiority of the intercft of God and 
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the Redeemer in the heart, above the intereft of 
inferior good. ThiS) I hope, will be of ufe in 
itfelf, to diflinguifli the precious from the vile* 
to preferve you frooLfwj and excite you to dili- 
gence in ivery part of your duty, that it may be 
mpre aiitf morejnanifeft. At the fame time, it 
will be of the greateft fervice, in the ufe and ap* 
plication of other iigns of real religion, by (bevr- 
ing when they i^re conclufive, and when they 
are not. 
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CHAP. HI. 
Oftbejlips by which this change is accompUJhed, 

WE proceed now to confider by what fteps, 
atul bjr what means, thrs change is brought 
about. I am deeply fenfible how difficult a part 
of the fttbjeA this is, and how hard it will be to 
treat of it in a diflin£t and precife, and at the fame 
time, in a cautious and guarded manner. It is 
often complained of in tbofe who write on this 
fubjed, that they confine and limit the HOLY 
ONE, and that they give unneceflary alarms to 
thofe who have not bad experience of every par- 
ticular which they think proper to mention. 
There is no doubt but God a£ts in an * abfolute 
and fevereign manner in the difpenfation of hi5 



• It w|It W proper to infdrm'tbe reader, that the word '< ab^ 
<< folate** nfed here, and in Ibme other places of this difcourfe, it 
%y no means to be underilood as fignifying the fame thing with 
** arbitraiy,^ He who a^s arbitranly^ai&s without any reafon 
at all. To fay this of the divine procedure, would be little Ie{s 
than bfafphemy. When we fay that God a^ ** inan abfolute 
* aad fovereign manner,** the meaning is, that he aCts upon 
the beft and ftrongeft reafons, and for the nobleft and moft ec- 
eellent ends ; but which are many or moft of them beyond our 
teach and compsehenfion \ and particularly, that there is not 
the leaft foundation forfuppofing that the reafons of preference 
tic takeA fritnt coaoparacive kaman meriw 
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grace, as in every other part of his will. As 
he cannot be lioiited as to perfons, fo neither as 
to the time and manner of their reformation. 
To this purpofe, and in this precife meaning, 
our Saviour fays, ^* The wind bloweth where it 
*^ lifteth, and thou heareft the found thereof, 
^ but canft not tell whence it cometb, asd wbi^ 
^< tber it goeth ; fo is every one that is born of 
" the Spirit *." 

Sometiines it pleafeth God to fnatch finners 
from the very brink of the pit, to r^JS^ i^ fome 
of the moft abaodORod profl^ate^j as atrophies of 
his vtAdriotts grace and mer^y -, while be fufi^rs 
others, fac more m^decate and d^ecent,. who are 
«« not far firon ihe kUigdooi of God,," finally 
to fail fliort of it. He fometimes glorifies his 
power and mercy at once, by con verting, his moil 
inveterate enemies, and making them the moft 
Malous, a&ive, aod. fuccefsful advocates for his 
caufe. Such an inftance was the apofile.Paul, 
who from a perfecutor became a pfeacfaer. Seme - 
times converfioA is fpeedily and fuddenly brought 
about, and the times and circumftancea of the 
change may be eaiUy afcertalned. This was th^ 
cafe wich the jailor recorded in the hifk>ry of 
the Ads of the ApoAIes. The f4fne may b!e 
fdid of the apoftle Paul ; and there hare been 
particular examflea of it ia every ^ige. . Som^- 

• John iii. S, " 
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timet, 00 the otbcx tuuMii thr fee^ptbri of ib^ 
tnifh, aad renovatiQn of the heart, goes en hy 
flow and infendUe degrees ; nor i$ it eafy to % 
hy what means the ebangc waa bfgun, or at 
what time it waa complf ated« Thi« was pev- 
hap9 the cafe with mo^% if not all, the difcrples 
of 0ur Lord» during hi9 perfi^nal mtniftry. 

Sometimes the change is very fignal and fen- 
fible, the growth and improvement of the fpici^ 
ritual life fpeedy and remarkable, the greateft 
finners becoming the moft eminent faints ; like 
the woman mentioned in the gofpel, to whom 
many fins were forgiven, and who lotted her Re* 
deeo&er much. Sometimes, on tha other hand, 
the change is very doubtfaU and the progrefs ^f 
the believer hardly difcernible. Some of (bis fart 
are reproved by the afiofUe Paul in th^ following 
words, which are but too applicable to many 
pro&ffing ChrUlians of the profeot age : >^^ For 
'^* whfn for the time ye ooght to be teachers, ye 
*< have need that one teach you again, which 
•* be the firft principles of the oraclesof God, 
^^ and are become foeh as have need of milk, 
«* and not of ftrong meat ♦." — Sometimes the 
convert hath much peace and fenfible comfort, 
rejoicing with joy uhipeakable, and full of glory ; 

and fometimeS) on the other hand, he is diftref* 
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fed with doubts and fears, and made to walk in 
"darknefs. Once more, fome doners are brought 
in by deep and long humiliation, and are almoft 
diftraded with legal terrors, while others are 
powerfally, though fweetljr, confirained by the 
cords of divine love. All thefe ^^ worketh the 
** felf fame fpirit, who divideth to every man fc^ 
*^ verally as he will." I defire, that what has now 
been faid, may be fiill kept in mind ; (6 that if 
the evidences of a faving change can be pro- 
ducody there need be little folicitude about the 
time or manner of its being wrought. 

What I propofe to ofier on this part of the 
fohjcSt^ is not to be confidercd as in the kaft de« 
gree contrary to, or inconfiflent withy thefe 
truths. Nay, 1 am not to lay down a plan and 
fay, this is the ordinary way in which finnecs 
are brought to the faving knowledge of God, 
leaving it to him, in ibme few» uncommon, and 
extraordinary cafes, to take fovereign fteps, and 
admit exceptions from the ordinary #ulcs. This 
13 a way of fpeaking common enough ; but tho' 
it may be very well meant, I apprehend it hath 
not in it much, either of truth or utility* The 
falvation of every child of Adam is of firee> ab- 
folute, fovereign gracie: and the adual change 
-m«y be wrought at any time, in any manner, by 
any means, and will produce its.effeds in any 
•aeafurei that to inimite wifdom (hall ktm pro- 
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per. Neither ought we ta pretend to account 
for the diverlhy in any other manner than .eur 
Saviour does : " Even fo. Father, for fo it fcem- 
" cd good in thy fight *.*' Therefore what I 
have in view, is to fpeak of Aich fieps rn the 
change as are, in fubflance at leaft, common 
to all true converts. It will be a fort of ana- 
lyfis, or more full explication of the change 
jtfelf, and ferve, among- other ufes, further to 
diftinguUh the real from the counterfeit. Too 
much can hardly be faid on this fubjcil : '* For 
** what is the chafF to the wheat? feith the 
^' Lord»" It will siCo illuflrate the divine wtf* 
dom, as well as fovereignty, by Ihowing how 
that diverilty of operation, fo remarkable in dif- 
ferent fubjeds, produces in all at laft the fame 
bleiTed e/Fea. 

S E C T. I. 

There muji be a dijcevery of the real nature ofGei^ 

T N the firft place, one important and neceflary 
ftep in bringing about a faving change, is that 
the finner get a difcovery of the real nature, the 
infinite majefty, and tranfcendent glory of the 
living God I Perhaps fopie will be furprifed, 
that, as ufual, a conviction of fin is not men- 
tioned firft, as the preliminary ftep. I enter ia- 

to 
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to no quarf d or debate with thofe who do .fi> ; 
but I have firft mentioned the other, which it 
but feldom taken notice of, from a firm perfixa* 
fion^ that a difcovery of the natare and ^ary of 
ibe trae God iiea H the fbandation of aU. Thb 
alone can produce fsdutary convidjoiis of fin i for 
how c;an we know what fin ts, till we know fai«a 
againft whom we have finned. The fame thing 
Dnly wni point out the difference between real 
€onvi£lion, and fuch occafional fears as never go 
farther than a fpir it of bondage. 

In (bpport of thiis, you may obferve, that in 
fcripture, thofe who are in a natural or uncon* 
' verted ftate, are often defcribed as lying in a ftatc 
of ignorance or darknefs* They are faid to be 
fitch as know not God : *^ Ho^bcit then when 
** ye knew not God, ye did fervice unto them 
•* which by nature are no gods*.** See alfo 
the following description': " Raving the undcr- 
<< Handing darkened, being alienated from the 
** life of God, through the ignorance that is in 
** them, becaufeof the blindnefs of their hearts f **' 
Agreeably to this, -die change produced in them 
is reprefentcd as giving them light or underftand- 
ing, in oi^ofition to thctr former ignorance j 
^' to open their eyes, and to turn them from 
** darknefs to light, and from the power of Sa- 
♦* tan unto God J» But if our gofpd be hid*, it 

• Gal. W. 8. t Eph. W. iS. $ A^i sivi. iS. 
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** is hid to fthem fbbat ar< toA, m whom the god 
^ of this worW b»th blandcd the minds of tbein 
*< which believe not, left the l^ht of the glo- 
^< rio^ jl^fpd ^ Chriftt who is the Mhage pf 
*^ Godf ib^uid fltine unto thcin.'**<For God, who 
** comnunded the light to ihioe out of darkneft, 
'* bath fbined in our hearts, to give the light pf 
^ the knowledge of the glory of God In the face 
" of Jcfus Chrift *." In this way is the matter 
reprefented in fcripture, much more frequently 
than is comnuuily obferved ; and, as the ujuler* 
fianding is tfie leading faculty m our nature, it is 
but reaibiuble Co fuppofe ^hat the chaoge ibould 
begin there, by a difcovery of the nature and 
glory of God, as the foundation of all that is af* 
lerw^rds to follow. , 

This will be further evident, if we re0ed up- 
pn the accouat foi;merjy given, and fufficiently 
fupported froni the holy fcrJpturcs, of the naxttre 
c^ this change. That it confifts in a (uptcmt re- 
gard to the glory pf God, and an habitual prf- 
vail'uig defire of his favour* To this it is abfo* 
lutdy necei&ry, as a preliminary, that thjtre be 
a difcovery of the rea) nature and trapfcendejQC 
glory of God. How can any man have that as 
tA\e chief and leading motive of^Qion^ which he 
dpth not underftand i How can any man have 
$hat i^s tb^ fupreme ohjt& pf deiuei whleb be 

# a Qtr. iar. ^ i. 

doth 
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doth not know? Neither of thefe is poffible; 
there muft, therefore, be fome fuch difeovery es 
I have mentioned above. It is true, this is but 
imperfe£l at firft ; there will be^ in the truly re- 
generate a growing difeovery of the glory of 
God, as well as a growing delight in him, as its 
confequence : yet there muft be fome view of bis 
nature, as the beginning of the change, and the 
ground- work of every holy difpofition. 

This difeovery of God implies two things, 
which, as they are! both neccflary, fo theyde- 
feive our particular attention ; and it is not im- 
proper to diftinguifli carefully the one from the 
other. I. It muft be a difeovery of his real na- 
ture. 2. A difeovery of the worth and excellence 
of his nature, which isj properly fpeaking, the 
glory of God. 

I. It muft be a difeovery of the real natureof 
God. He muft be feen to be juft fuch a Being 
as he really is, and no faife or adulterated image 
muft be placed in his room, or adored in his ftead. 
He muft be feen in his fpiritual nature, as al- 
mighty in his power, unfearchable in his wifdom, 
inviolable in his truth ; but, above all, he muft 
be feen as infinite in his holinefs and hatred of 
fin, as impartial in hisjuftice, and determined to 
punifii it. Such is the fcripture reprefentation 
t)f God, as ** glorious in his holinefs. — Evil can- 
"^^ not dwell with iiim, and finners cannot ftand 

** in 
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^ in his prcfcncc/' It is the error of the wicked 
to fuppoTe the contrary ; and, indeed, h is the 
very fource of wickednefs to deny the being, or 
to deny the hdinefs of God ; and thefe amount 
much to the fanae thing. *' Wherefore doth the 
<^ wicked contemn God ; he hath faid in his heart 
<< thou wilt not require it*.-^The fool hath 
<« faid in his heart) There is no God f. — Thefe 
«< things thou haft done, and I kept filence; 
*< thou thougbteft that I was altogether fuch an 
^< one as thyfelf» but I will reprove thee, and 
«« fet them in order before thini eyes J." 

God muft be feen as he is reprefented in his 
own word, which is the only rule of faith, the 
pillar and ground of truth. This is a matter of 
the grcateft importance, which, I am forry to 
fay, is in this age very feldom attended to, but 
which is moft manifeftly and undeniably juft. If 
God is not feen in his real nature, as he is in 
truth, he can never be acceptably ferved. If a 
wfong or falfe character of God is formed, no 
worlhip we *can offer to htm, no love or refpe^l 
we can bear to him is genuine ; or rather, to 
fpeak more propsrly, our fervice and attachment 
is, in that cafe, wholly mifplaced, and not di- 
rected to him at all, but fomething elfe is loved, 
honoured, and ferved in his room. I befeech the 
ferious reader to obferve, what an unfpeakable 

• Kl. s. 13. f Pfal. xiv, I, % Pfal. I..21. 
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jealoufy God dffcovercd under the CMtf Tcfla- 
ment difpenfatiort, as to the puritjrof hrs wor- 
ihip, and what a heirtous crime all idolattjr was 
cfteemcd. How great was the rfrvine difpleaftire" 
at the making and Wo'rfhrpping tfce golden Calfi 
ahhough It is very probable Aaron only mtendM 
to reprefent the true God, by the fame (ymbol 
they had feen in Egypt? Did not this belong to 
the fubftancc, and not'only ttrthe ciirumftances of 
religion ? Is it not then equally imerefting under 
the New Teftament as under the Old ? Was the 
unchangeable God fo much difpleafed at giving 
him a falfe name, and will he not be equallydif- 
pleafed with thofe wha attribute to him a falfe 
nature? 

As this truth ferves.to explain dre nature and 
rife of regeneration, fo it alfo receives particular 
light and evidence itfelf from what has been faid 
in the preceding parts of this fubjeS, Regenera- 
tion confifts in having the image of God again 
drawn upon the heart ; that is, its being carried 
oat to the fujjremc love of God, and delight in 
him : or, in other words^ brought to the fupremc 
love of, and delight in, perfed goodnefs and 
immaculate bolinefs. When this is the cafe, the 
fihner is renewed, he again bears the image of 
Gpd, which he had loft, he is again fitted for the 
prefencc of God, from^which he' had been ex- 
pelled. But if be ha» wrong^ notions .of God^ if 

he 
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bfi takc^ him.to ba d&ntiaJly diiFecent from what 
be really is, he ferves not tli« true God at all, he 
boars not hia iixiage) h« <leUg|it8 not in his fcU 
lowfbipt he is mtfit for hia ^eftnCQ. If religton- 
confifts ia a divine oai(ur^>. fif^h-aperjon does not 
poflefs i&» uolefe there are more Giodfr t'han onew 
There naajr^ indeed^ be am akeration in- him, he 
may have transferred his alFegiance, and changed 
hii^ nutfter, for idols are many^ but he is not 
brought unco God ; and, fo lohg as God is im* 
mutable, hi& happinefs is iiapoffible. 

I can recoliei^ nothing that i& worth notice as 
an objection againft this, but that our knowledge 
cf God, at any rate, is: extremely imperfect and 
defe£livc» It is fo to be fure^ while we are in this 
world } nay, probably, it will be fo to all eter- 
nity : for '^^ who can by fearching find out God ? 
Who can find out the Almighty unto perfec- 
tion ? It is high as heaven, what can we do ? 
" Deeper than hell, what ran we know? The 
** meafure thereof is longer than the earth, and 
** broader than the fca *." But there is a great 
difference between the imperfedion of our know- 
ledge of God^ and forming conceptions of him 
that are fundamentally wrong. There is a great 
difference between having weak and in^equate 
ideas of the truth, and believing or ading upon 
the oppoftte falfhood* Unlefs this is admitted, 

• Job xi. 7, 8, 9b. 

we 
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we (hall never Tee the unfpeakable advantage 
which the Jews enjoyed over the Gentiles, " be* 
** caufe to them were committed the oracles o^ 
^ God }" nor indeed (hall we fee the worth and 
beauty of the ancient difpenfation in general. It 
was one uniform difplay of this great and impor- 
tAAt truth, which is delivered with fo much ma- 
jefty by God himfelf : *' I am the Lord, that is 
*« my name, and my glory will I not give to ano- 
** thcr, neither my praife to graven images/* 
Neither is this at all relaxed, under the New Tef- 
^ment. The importance of ** holding the truth 
** as it is in Jefus^—of « holding faft the form 
" of found words*'— and " keeping the truth,^ 
is often declared, as well as that ** no lie is of the- 
<< truth." And no wonder that in this pure and 
fpiritual conftitution, it (hould be neceflary to 
have clear and diftin6l views of him who is ^* the 
" Father of fpirite." 

Thus I hope it appears, that, in order to a 
faving change, there muft be a difcovery of the 
real nature of the one only, the living and tri^e 
God, Before we proceed further, let me ob- 
ferve that hence may be fecn, in the cleared 
light, the danger both of ignorance, and error* 

1. Of ignorance. It is plain that thofe who 
are grofsly ignorant muft be unrenewed. Thofe 
who do not know God, cannot poilibly love him. 
Do jrou not now fee the meaning and weight of 

the 
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¥kt ftrong language of fcripture, where %e are 
told the' heathen nations were fitting <^ in dark - 
«* nefs, and in the region and fhadow of death ?** 
What force ihould this give to the prayers (b 
often offered up, both in public and in private, 
that the " name" of God may l}e *' hallowed/* 
and hrs kingdom come ? How much fhoald it add 
to the zeal and diligence, efpecially of thofe who 
are appointed to watch for the fouls of others f 
What Concern (hould it give them, left any un- 
der their immediate infpeflion ^^ fhould perifii for 
*' lack of knowledge/' It is indeed furprifinjf 
to think, what grofs ignorance prevails at prefent 
among many, notwithftanding the excellent op- 
portunities of inftruc3ion which they have in their 
offer. Nay, even among thofe who are inftru<Jled 
in feveral branches of human fcience^ it is afto- 
nifhing to think what ignorance there is ofevery 
thing that relates to religion. 

If accident or curiofity has brought this dif- 
courTs into the hands of ariy fucb, let me iritreat 
their attention for a little. I befeech you to think 
upon, and tremble at your ftatc. You may have 
fome fort of a nommal helief of an unfeen, unin« 
teUigible being, called God, while you know 
neither ** what yoii fpcak, nor whereof you afr 
** firm.'' You may perhaps have heard, or rar 
therin our happy native country you cannot but 
have heard of Chrift Jefus, the Son of God, 

£ ftilcd 
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itiJedj|(^n the Saviopr of fmners ; but you <' know 
** neither the Father nor the Son." You know 
Do^ God as. Creator, nor, by confequence, your 
obligatioj\3 and duty to him, or your apoftacy 
and departure from both. You know not what 
fin >s, and, therefore, jou cannot know a Sa<- 

flour. . If ever you come to true religion at alJ^ 
ight will break in upon you in your darkncfs, 
jrou will no more be able to forget Gpd, he will 
foliow you into your. fecret. chambers, he will 
come home upon you, and aflault you, as it 
were, with the reality of his prefence, with the 
fandity and purity of his nature^ and the terrible 
majefty of his power. O how great is the efFeft 
of a real difcovery of the divine glory, whether 
Jn the word, or hy the providence of God ; to a 
faint or to a firmer. Hear how Job expreflcs 
himfelf. ** I have heard of thee by the hearing 
*^ of the ear, but now mine eye feeth thee, 
** wherefore I abhor myfelf, and repent in duft 
** and aflies *." We have the fame thing well 
defcrrbed by the prophet Ifaiah, as the efFe<3 of 
divine power in defolating judgments. *' Enter 
** into the rock, and hide thee in the duft, for 
" the fear of the Lord, and for the glory of his 
^^ majefty. The lofty looks of man fliall be 
** humbled,, and the haughtinefs of men. fhall be 
*^ bowed down, and the Lord alone fliall be ex- 

• Job zlii, 5, 6, 
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" alted in that day.— And they fhall go inJo the 
holes of the rocks, and into the caves of the 
earth, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory 
of his majefty, when he arifeth to ihakc ter- 
*« ribly the earth* In that day a man (hall caft 
*« his idols of filver, and his idols of gold, which 
** they foade each one for himfelf to worfliip, to 
" thesioles and to the bats, to go into the clefts 
*' of the rpcks, and into the tops of the ragged 
'> rocks, for fear of the Lord, and for the glory 
*' of his majefty, when he arifeth to fliake ter- 
'' rlbly the earth f." So foon as it pleafes God 
to open your eyes upon himfelf, with whom you 
have to do, it will humble you in the duft, it 
will difcover your danger, it will make re- 
demption precious to you, and the name of a 
Saviour unfpeakably dear. 

2. The fame thing fhews the danger of crror^ 
as well as ignorance. Among many loofe and 
pernicious principles, which are zealoufly fpread, 
and blindly embraced in this age, one of the moft 
prevailing and dangerpus is, the innocence of, 
error. *'^ O, fay fome, every man is to enquire 
*' freely, and each will embrace what appears to 
^^ him to be the truth. It is no matter what a 
** man believes, if his life be good. Even he who 
^\ n^iftakes, may be as acceptable to God as hi^ 
^ oppOjfite, if he is equally Jmcer>e.'* Now there 
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is no doubt) that liberty to enquire freely is an' 
ineftimable bleffing, and impartiality in religious 
enquiries an indifpenfible duty. But the above 
maxim becomes falfe and dangerous by being 
carried an exceffive length ; and it is carried to 
this excefs by the favour of two fuppodtions, 
which are falfe and groundlefe. The maxim h 
applied frequently to juftify an open and virulent 
oppofition to the moft important truths of the 
gofpel ; nay, fometimes, eren a denial of all re- 
ligion, natural and revealed. To be able to ap- 
ply it thus, it is neccfiary to fuppofe that falfe 
opinions will have as good an influence upon the 
heart as true. If this is the cafe, the boafted pri- 
vilege of free enquiry is not worth having, and 
all the labour beflowed on the fearch of truth is 
entirely thrown away* Another fuppofition con- 
tained in the above maxim is, That a perfon may 
be as (incere in embracing grofs falflioods, as in 
adhering to the truth. If this be true, our Crea- 
tor bath not given us the means to diftinguiih the 
one from the other, which is the htgheft impeach- 
ment both of his wifdom and goodnefs. 

Such perfons do not confider, that a corrupt 
inclination in the heart brings a bia(s on the 
judgment, ' and that when men do not *' like to 
•* retain God in their knowledge,*' he frequently^ 
in his righteous judgment, gives them up to a 
reprobate mind« Nay, when they reject his 

Uuth 
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"truth from an irtward hatred of its purity, he is 
faid to fend them ** iftrong delufions," as ih 
the following pafiage : ** Becaufe they received 
•« not the love of the truth, that they might be 
♦* faved, for this caufe God fhall fend them ftrong 
** delufion, that they (hould believe a lie, that 
" they all might be damned who believed not 
** the truth, but had plcafurc in unrighteouf- 
** nefs *.'* But the nature of regeneration vvi4l 
ferve, in a peculiar manner, to ftiew the danger 
of error. If men fopm wrong notions of God^ 
if they love and worfhip, and refemble a falfe 
God, they cannot be renewed, they are not like, 
and therefore are unfit for the prcfence of, this 
true. Be not deceived, he cannot deny him* 
felf, and therefore ** there is no fcllowlhip o( 
^ righteoufnefs with unrighteoufnefs, no com- 
'«* Efjunion of light i^ith darknefs, no concord of 
•« Chrift with Belial f.*' 

I muft here, to prevent miilakcs, obfcrve that 
this ought, by no means, to be extended to dif- 
ferences of fmaller moment, under which I rank 
«U thofe wfiich regard only the externals of reli- 
gion. I am fuHy ccttvin«ed, that nrany of very 
different parties and denominations are building 
upon the one " foundation laid in Zion" for » 
finner's hope, and that their diftanee and aliena- 
tion from one another in aiFe£lion, is very much- 

• A Thcff. ii. to, ri^ xi. -Jt %^Cot, vi* X4» 15. 
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to be regretted. Many will not meet together 
on earth for the worftiip of God, wjjo fliall have 
but one temple, where all the faithful, •* fronfi 
•' the eaft, and from the weft, from the north, 
** and from the fouth, fhall fit down With Abra- 
*^ ham, and , Ifaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom 
" of their*' eternal "Father." But, after all, I 
muft needs alfo believe, that it is pofTible to make 
ihipwreck of the faith« This appears plainly 
from the following, as Well as many other paf- 
fages of fcripture : ** But there were falfe pro- 
^* phets alfo among the people, even as there 
*' (hall be falfe teachers among you, who privily 
** (hall bring in damnable herefies, even deny- 
** ing the Lord that bought them, and bring 
** upon themfclves fwift deftruftion *." If any 
take up falfe notions of God, or expeA. fjin(9i&- 
cation and eternal life in any other way than he 
hath pointed out in his word, though they may 
now build their hope on a fond imagination 
that he is fuch an one as themfelves, they (haU 
at laft meet with a dreadful difappointment in 
this awful fentence, ^< Depart from me, I know 
•* ye not, ye workers of Miiquity." 

• X Pet, ii, I, 
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There mujl he a d'sfcoverf of the infinite ^kry of Got, 

T N the fecohd place, As th«re muft be a difco- 
very of the real nature,- fo alTo of the irifinitp 
glory of God. He muft not only Be feen to be 
juft'fuch a'Being as he really is, but there muft 
be a fen fe of the infinite worth, beauty, and per- 
frftion of his chara^eh Thefe two things, 
though intimately conne<Sed, arc yet fo diftinft 
from one another, as to deferve to be feparately 
confiderecf. ' TT^e firft is neceflary, but it is not 
fufEcient alone, or by Itfclf. There can be no 
tmc rtirgion, xinltfs'there be a difcoyery of the 
real- nature^ of God. But' though' there be ^a 
knowledge of what God rs/ unlefs there be alfo 
a difcovcry of the excellence and^lory of this na- 
ture, he can never be the objcft of cfteem and 
love. It is one thing to know, and another to 
approve; and, whilft this laft is not the cafe',- 
whatever we may know or affirm, or be p'erfu^de'd 
of, wrth rehtion to the Supreme Being, we do 
not'krro^ him to be God, nor can poffibly 'glo- 
rify him as God. This momentous truth we 
may furely comprehend; by what is analogous 
to It in our experience, between created naturesV 
Speculative knowledge and love are by no means 
infeparable. Men may truly know many things 

I 4 which 
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which they fincerely hate ; they may hate them 
evea becaufe they know them : and, when this 
is the cafe^ the more they know them they wJU 
hate them with the greater virulence and rancour. 
This not only may, but always muft take place^ 
when natures are oppofite one to another, the 
one finful, for example, and the other holy« The 
more they are knows, the more is their mutual 
hatred flirred up, and their perlbd oppo&tkm t^ 
each other becomes, if not more violent, at leaft 
more fenfible. 

We have little reafon to doubt that the fallen 
angels, thofe apoflate fpirits, have a great degree 
of fpeculative kiko^v ledge. I would not, indeed^ 
take upon me to affiun that they are free from 
error and miflake of every kind,, yet it feems 
highly probable that they have a clear, though^ 
at. the fame time, a terrible apprebenAoa ojf 
** what" God is ; ibr they have not the fame op* 
portunities, or the fame means of deceiwng then>* 
felves, that we have in the prefcnt ftate.. But da 
th^y love him, or fee his e;i^celience and gloiy I 
Very far horn it. They believe and tremble ; 
they know God, and blafphcme. The more 
they kuow of hjm the more they hate him $ that 
is to fay, their inward, native, habitual hatred 
is the more ilrongly excited, and the more fen* 
fibly felt. 

Ths 
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Tiie csift 19 much the fame wtiH ibctie /innterd)^ 
when firft aw^tened^ and it cantinues to l>e th^ 
hme fo long as tbe^^are kept in bondage and ter- 
ror. . They have an awfol view of the holinefs^ 
of God^s nature, of the ftri^nefs of bis law, and 
the greatnefs of his power. This is dirc£Uy la- 
veiled agafinft their own eorriipt indinations, and 
carries nothing with it but a fentence of condem- 
nation agalnft them': ^ Ciirrfed is every one that 
** contimieth not ki att things wbkh are written 
<♦ in the book of the law, to do them *." This 
il^rings fortb their enmity, whidi before, perhaps, 
-ky hid« It rs remarkable^ that fome perfons of 
^\b&^ and diforderly^ lives, will fometimes main- 
tain^ at AaOed feafonsy * pFc^iHon of piety. So 
torig as they can keeptlieir confciences ftill and 
^jet by general indilStriA notions of God, as very^ 
e^y and gentl^y noway inclined to pumih, they 
-think of bim without averfioiH nay, wili go^ 
ihroogh feme outward forma wkli aj^r^nt fa- 
«isfa£l^n and de%bt». Their notionr c^ divine 
.meray i& not a res(dinefe to pardon the greateft 
£fiiier on repeiitance, but a difpofition to inr 
dulge the fiimer^ and wink at bis continuance 
in tranfgrefiion. No fboner are fuch perfona^ 
l)rought to a difeovery of the real cfaaradler of a 
holy God, than their thoughts of him are en^ 
twely changed* They have gloomy vi^nvs of bis 

I 5 tutture^ 
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nature, and harih thoughjt^ of his provideoce ; 
:they fret at the flriflnefs of his law^ and^ as far 
as they dare, complain of the tyranny <!f h'v$ go- 
vernment. Their fentiments are the fame with 
thofe exprelTcd by the men of Bethfliemefli : 
•* Who is able to ftand before this hply Lord 
^< God, and to whom (hall he go up from 
•« usV' 

I cannot help ohferying, that- here we are, if 
I may fpeak fo, at the very fqumain^head of er- 
ror. What is it elfe that makes many frame to 
themfelves new and Mattering (ichemes of religion, 
that makes them imagine a God fo extremely dif- 
ferent from that holy, Being he is reprefented in 
his Qwn word ? When men will not conform 
their practice to the principles of pure ^nd unde- 
iiled religion, they fcarce ever fail to endeavour 
to accommodate religipn to their own pradice. 
Are there not many who cannot endure the re«- 
prefentation of God as holy and jeaJoys^ which 
is gi^efi cs in fcripture ? With what violence do 
they oppofe themfidves to it by carnal reafonings, 
and give tt the moft odious and abominable 
names ? The reafon is plain. Such a view of 
God fets the oppofition of their own hearts to 
him in the firongcfl light. Two things oppofite 
in their nature cannot be approved at once, and, 
iherefpre^ the confequence is, God or themfelves 

niuft 
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muft be held in abhorrence. But we have rea- 

fon to blefs Godi that their refiffance to the 

truth is only a new evidence and illuftration of 

it, (hewing th'at ^* the carnal mind is enmity 

^* againft God ; for it is not fubjefl: to the 

** law of God, neither indeed can be*." And 

as this enmity to God difcovers itfelf in oppo- 

fition to his truth on earth, it will become 

much more vidlfent, when further refiftance is 

impoffible. When an unregenerate finner enters 

upon a world of fpirits, where he has a much 

clearer fight and greater ' fenfe of what God is\ 

bis inherent enmity works to perfe£lion, and he 

blafphemes' like thofe devils with whom he muft 

for ever dwell. * 

• From all this it will evidently appear, thit 

there muft be a difcovery of the glory and beauty 

of the divine nature, an entire approbation of 

•every* thrng in God, as perfedly right and abfo- 

lutfely faultlefs. It • is felf evident, that without 

this, there cannot be a fupreme love to God, tii 

which true religion properly confifts ; no ma A 

can love that which doth not appear to be lovely. 

But I further «dd^ thac this is abfolutely necef- 

fary to the- vifery beginijiog of the change, or 

the foundatioo^ oni which it is: built. . It is ne- 

ceiTary, in order to any genuii^s &tlutary con«> 

Vidiions of (ioh What is it elfe but -a difco^ 

16 yerjr 
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Very of tbcfpotlefsholinciSy the perfect excellence^ 
^nd infinite amiablenefs of the 'divine natuie^ 
that humbles a finner under a &Bfe of his breaches* 
of the divine law i WjthoHt this, there majr 
be a fenie of weaknefi and fabjedion^ but. ne^ 
ver a fenfe of duty and obligation. Without 
this, there maj be a fear of wratb^ but ikbere cai^ 
not be a hatred of fin. 

This feems direSIy to lead to the ncxl^ great 
ftep in a iaviflg change, vix. a convidioa of fi|» 
and mifery. But before we proceed to poin£ 
out the progrefe of convidion, k will not be 
kviproper to take notice of a few truth* which 
refult froia what hath been already fafd. Thb 
is the more necefiary, that erroneous or defec* 
UVQ views of religioA stfe comiaojily occafioned 
hy fpme mifiake in the foundation. 

1. The neceffity. of regeneration itfelfafpear» 
with peculiar force^ from, what hath been (sH 
on this part of the fubjed. There nnft be * 
i«al inward change of heart, before there caii; 
le any true religion; If the moral excellence 

of the divine nattwe nnjoft be difcovered, if God 
muft be feen as glorioas in bis holinefs, the 
heart and temper muft be changed as well as the 
life. Nothing is more plain from the holy 
fcriptures, than that ^^ the natwai man re^ 
** ceivetb. not the things of the Spirit of God ;.*^ 
and it is equally plains fiam experience and the 

nature 
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mature of the thing. While men . eonrfnue in 
the love of (In, it is iinpoffible that they fhould 
fee the* beauty of infinite holinefs. So long 
as they love fin, they muflr bate holineft, which 
is its.oppofite, and not lefs contrary to it than 
light is to darknefs. Therefore, dl reftrain^ 
upon our outward converfation, all zeal and di* 
ligence in expenfife rrtes and ceremonies; aff 
duties of whatever kind that arife from fear, or 
other external motived, are of no ccmfeqiience^ 
till the tenhper and inclination of the heart i» 
entirely renewed* 

2* From what hath been &id, we may plainly 
perceive, (bat regeneration from firft to laftn^uft 
be afcribed to the agency of the Holy Ghoft. It 
muft be the effeA of divine grace, and the vrotia 
of fovereign power. Let not any creatuf e be un^. 
willing to ftand indebted for his new creation 
to the Author of hh firft being ; •< for of hiiB^ 
^^ and through him, and tolihn,are ail things */»* 
.While roan is ia his natural ftate, he is an ene- 
my to G^d in his mind by wicked works. The 
difcoveries that are mad'e to him of the real nani^ 
ture of God in his works and in his wordV 
while be continues in this drfpofition, are not 
amiable but hateful. Nay^ he is fo far from 
loving htm as his father, that he fears him as 
hh enemy. This fear will difcover itfelf one 

* Rom. si. ^d« 

. ©f 
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of thefe two ways. Sometimes it will make the 
finner fly from Godv caft inftrudion behind his 
back, and tncreafe unto more ungodlinefs^ till 
natural confcience is feared and infenfible« How 
many there are of this kind, whom one crime 
only precipitates into another, experience is a 
melancholy proof. It is worth while at the fame 
time to obferve what intimations are given us in 
fcripture, that this is the firft and natural effedk 
of fin upon all, to drive them at a further dif- 
tance from t5od. Two inftances of this have 
been given above. Our firft parents no fooner 
finned, than they fled and hid themielves when 

• 

they heard God*s voice in the garden, as impa- 
tient of his approach. A fimilar reflexion we 
fee In the apoftle Peter, on being witncfs to an 
extraordinary efFe£l of his Saviour's divine power : 
«' And when Simon Peter faw it, he fell down 
<< at Jefus' knees, faying. Depart from me, for 
<* r am a fiiiful man, O Lord*." See another 
inftance of the fame kind. " And the whole 
*^ niultitude of the country of the Gadarenes 
♦♦ round about, befought him to depart from 
** them, for they were taken with great fearf.'* 
Another common cffc&, of this natural fear, in 
fome refpeSs contrary to the former, is to dif- 
pofe men to perform fome conftrained and hypo- 
critical fervices, in order to avoid punifhment. 

• Luke V. 8, ^ Luke yiii. 37. 

This 
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:This is defcribed in the temper and condud of 
the children of'IfraeU^ as. reprefcntcd by the 
-Pfalmift : *« When he flew them, then they 
*' fought hitp ; they retutned^ and enquired early 
" after God. And they rcmcmbrcd that God 
<< was their rodcy'tasid die. high \God their re- 
•" dccmer..: Ncvcrthcltfs they did flatter Bim 
*«< With their rtioUth, ffiey Ked unto him with 
-^* their tongucs^/ for-Cheir hcfeirtwas- not'rig'Fft 
.** . with him, neither -were they ftedfaft ill hts 
** covenant ♦." Hence it appears, that to a dlf- 
covery of the glory and excelknce that is ih 
God, if is neceffa'ry that we be* in fome'rheafure 
changed into the iamejmage. To fay that this 
is I the cSc£t of oar own attetfi^ts and end^a- 
"vours in the way of duty, without the co A- 
ftraining power of divine grace, is, when tho- 
roughly examined, a manifeft contradidion. If 
perfons endeavour to fprce; or oblige tbemfelvcG 
to loveany one, it is a fure figa that he ts very 
unlovely in-their eyes. Lpye cannot be forced, 
or rather t(} fpeak more properly, fofceji.love is 
not love at alK In a word, it is our ipdi^n- 
fible duty to attend to pvery. dilate ofxon- 
fcience, and to follow it fo far as it goes ; but 
1 cannot help thfnking, that for a,finner truly 
and fmcerely to defire a change of nature, would 
be an evidence of a change begun. Therefore, 

f Pf, Ixxtiii, 34, 35, 36, 37/ 
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till a ftnner get a fttpematural illuminaf ion, Ee 
can never fee the giory and beauty efthe df- 
Ttne chara£UF« Before this, he ma/ feek t»r pro^ 
pitiate God'» favour, be may wifli to avoid his^ 
wrath ; he Aiay defire » change in God fdf 
his eivn fafety^ but he caanot be iatisfied with- 
him 9^ be le^Iy Hi U m«ft be the fame al- 
mighty :pow^F, which Vi^ugbt the wdrld out of 
jBothing int^ beings thsM^muft brmghaek che.AiH- 
ner from h» rebeUioM mti apoftacy, according^ 
to thai prmnife, evidefil^y appltc^Me to the Savr- 
,ouc ; ^' Thy people ibaH be willij^ in the daf 
•* of thy; power, in the beai»tie9 of hol'm^fs 9J^ 
NeithcF U ibf fime thing; k£i cUsirly alerted in 
Ibe new teftaoieiyt ; ^^ For it is God which 
.^ wofheth ki you, both to will and to^do of 

>« hia goodpleateet" 

3* Henco we may iee wherein Ires the fun^ 
AHneaMai efttiMial dilFerence between common 
«r itnperfetS cottvi^ionsf and the tffe&uzi fanc- 
trfymg '^nd favktg infhtences of theHFoIy Ghofl'. 
The fi#ft arife from a view of the haturaf p^f- 
it&ions of God, froor a belief of hk power and 
feverity, without any dffcovery of his righte- 
t>ufncfs and gfory. Therefore, however great a> 
length they may proceed, however different of 
oppofitd their effects may be, they never produce 

1 V »y 
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9ny real change in the heart. It is of great 
confequence to. attend to this ioiportant diftinc'- 
tion; for tho' imperfe<^ convtdlions fomedmes 
are entirely effaced, and are followed by no laft- 
ing efie<9: at alJ, yet it is often otherwife. They 
frequently produce a counterfeit religionf, which, 
not only continues for a time, but is carried 
down by fome to the grave as a He in their right* 
hand. So fubtte are the deceits of fatan$ that 
there are many hollo wforms of religion, not only 
upon a legal, but an evangelicaf bottom. I (halt 
give the reader a iketch of the principles moA 
outlines of both. 

There are fome legal hypocrites* Awak^^ 
to a fenfe of their danger merely from the tr- 
refiilible power of God, they fall tp the es- 
ercife of r€^nianf:t^ and hope that by- doiwg 
they majr^ livie. Hence, the whole fyAtm of bo- 
dily peaaAc« and mortification. Hence alio fo 
flrong an attachment, in fome worldly perfons, 
to the external forms of religion^ and vene- 
ration for the places of divine worihip. Being 
now fomewhat more regular and decent in their 
ordinary carriage than before, they entertain a 
fond hope that all ibaU. be well. In the mean 
time, ihcy are fa far from being reftored tp the 
image of God, or being governed by his love,, 
that all this is a burden to them ; and indeed it 
i$ becaufe it is a UirdeOt that the^ ace to proi^e 

to 
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to think it meritorious. Confcience checks thenr, 
aod they dare not run to the fame excefs with 
others, or even repeat what thty themfelves did 
formerly ; and by this comparifon, cannot help 
thinking they are in a hopeful way. But did 
fuch perfons refledl a little on the nature of God, 
they would fee their error. They would learn, 
that they are fo far from being renewed in tht 
fpiiit of their minds, that whatever lengths they 
go,, they are dragged or driven againft their 
JMT^} i and> whenever they can find a plaufiUe 
excufe, they are ready to withdraw their neck from 
the yoke. A juft view of the glory of God, and 
; the obligation upon every rational creature to love 
<.»nd imitate him, ^'ould efFeAually cure them 
>cif all felf-righteoiifnefs and felf^diepeddance; 
; would lead theixk to himfelf and the grace trea- 
• fured up in his Son, to ** work in them tire 
^* whole good pleafure of his goodnefs, and 
. ^^ the work of faith with power." 

On the other hand, there are evangelical hy- 
pocrites. ■ Thefe begin upon the fame principles, 
and their views have the fame radical defed with 
the former. They are awakened to z ftnfc of 
danger, and fometimes made to tremble thro' fear 
of divine judgments, but without anydifcovcry of 
the glory and amiablenefs of the divine nature. If 
fuch perfons happen to live in a family or con- 
gregation,, where they Jiear much of the do£lrine 

of 
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of rcdemptiott, it may have its place in their 
fcbeme. They lYiay be fo convinced of theiV 
own manifold tranfgreffion^, as to be fatisfied 
to throw their guilt upon the furtty,- and rely 
on the fufFerings and death of Ch rift, for dcli^ 
verance from the wrath of an offended Go J. 
Nay, I have not the leaft doubt that Tome may, 
by a confident prefumption, imitate the faith 
of God's eieft, and believe that Cfirift died 
for themfelves in particular. So long as this 
perfuafion can maintain its ground, it may, and 
muft give them great Joy and fatisfadion. Who 
would not find confolation in thinking thcm- 
felves in fafety from divine wrath ? Yet all this 
while they fievier fee the evil of fin ih itfclf, as an 
oppofition to themsturc, and a breach of the law 
of God. They arc never'brought to love an in- 
finit^y holy ' €iod in fmcerity of heart. The^ 
may love him, becaufe.they fuppofe themfelves 
the peculiar objefls of bis love^ with fome ob- 
fcure, confufed, fenfual idea of the delights of 
heaven i but they know not or confider not, the 
nature .of that falvation he ' hath provided for 
his chofen. . • 

All fuch love, rt ?s plain, arifeth from k falfe 
confidence in Iheir own ftate, and not from a 
true knowledge of-God, Their notions of God's 
love to them contain more of a partial indulgence 
to them as they are, than of Ris infinite compaf- 
*- ' ' fion 
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iton in forgiving what they kave been. The ef^ 
fecSU q{ luch religion are juft what might be ex- 
pe£bd fronv its.natwei vbknt and paffionate 
for a (eafon, and commonly oftentattous, bi]t 
temporary and changeable. Self-love lies at the 
root, and therefore, while they are pleafed and 
gratified, they will continue their profeflion of 
attachment; but when felf-denial or bearing the 
crofs is required, they reje£l the terms, they lofe 
their tranfportin^ views, and return to their fins. 
There are many exampleS' of this, not only 
In fcripture, but in the hlftory of the church 
in every age. Many of thofe difciples who feemed 
gladly to embrace the dodtrrne, and highly to 
honour the perfon of Cbrift, when they beard 
fome of the moft mortifying precepts, *^ went 
^* back and walked no more with biol *" The 
chara£ter is little difFerent, which We . find de* 
fcribed under the image of the (Idny ground 
hearers, who ^' having not root in themfelve^, 
*^ when perfecution or tribulation arofe becaufe 
" of the wordt by' and by were offended.'* I 
.hope this, with the explication above given of 
its caufe, may be of ufe to account for (bode ap- 
pearances in a time of the revival of religion* 
Perfons who feem to have the fame exercifos^ 
with real converts, yet afterwards fall away^ 
and '^ return with the dog to bis vomit again, 

**and 
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^ and with tfae few that was waihe^ to her 
** wallowing in the mire/* This gives occa- 
fton to adverrarks to fpeak reproachfully, and 
is greatly <iiftt%ffing to thofe who truly fear God*, 
But would men carefully attend to what the holy 
fcriptures teach us to expeft, their furprife iii 
sd! fuch cafes would ceafe. " For it muft needs 
•* be that offences muft come f/* And thougl\ 
there arc many counterfeits, there will ftill be 
fufficient means to dxilingui(h the gold from the 
drofs. 

SECT, HI. 

There nrnft bi a convUiicn offm nnd iangir. 

'T'HE next great ftepin a faving chaiigc, is 
a deep humiliation of mind, and convidion 
of fm and danger. The abfplutc nccefljty of 
ttiis is very evident, and Indeed generally confef- 
fed. It is equally evident^ whether we confider 
thp nature of the change itfelf, the means of ita 
produflion, or the motives to all future duty. If 
an entire change is neceflary, there muft be an 
entire and thoroujgh diffatisfaaion with, and dif- 
approbation of, our paft charaaer and flate. 
Whoever is pleafed with his ipxzhtit, charaflcr, 
will neither dcfire, endcpour, nor even accept- 
of a change* If we confider the means of our 
ti^oveiy, by Jefus Ghrift^ fuffering in the room 

• Matt, xviii, 7, 

of 
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of firuier^, the fam^ thing yfiM appear with, in- 
crealing evid^ce. Th6^ who are not humbled 
under a fenfe of guilt and corruption, will treat 
with great contempt a purchafed pardon and a 
crucified Saviour. This our Lord himfelf often 
tells us in the plaineft terms* *' They that 
*^ are whole need not a phyiician, but they that 
<< are lick, I came not to. call the righteous^ 
** but iinners to repentance*." To thefe in- 
deed his invitation and call is particularly ad- 
drcfled : ^^ Come unto me, all ye that labour, 
** and are heavy laden, and I will give you reft f." 
To the fame purpofe we iOiall find many other 
paflages, bothof the prophetic and apoftolic writ- 
ings. The glad tidings of falvatipn are always 
directed to the humble, ihiferable, broken- 
hearted, thirfty, perifliing fqul. Thus in the 
prophet Ifaiah, ** Ho, every one that thirfteth, 
'< come ye to the waters ^ and he that hath no 
" money, come ye, buy and eat ; yea, come 
" buy vnne and milk, without money and with- 
^* out price J." When Chrift entered on his 
perfonal mrnlftry, he opened, his comaiiflion in 
the following terms. *« The Spirit of the Lord 
^^ is upon me, becaufe he hath anointed me 
<* to preach the gofpel to the poor j he hath 
** fent me to heal the broken-hearted, to preach 

* JLuke ¥, 31, 32. t Matt, xi, z^. % I A Iv, i* 

= - ' « dc^ 
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« delivexance to the captives, and recovering of 
**. fight. to the blind; to fet at liberty them 
** that are bruifed, to preach the acceptable 
<< year of the L»ord ♦.". I (hall only mention 
one other pafiage ; << And I will give to him 
^' that is athirft (^ the fountain of the water 

"of life freely t-" 

Prom th^fe paflages, and many others in the 

fame ftrain. It is evident beyond coritr^didion, 

that there muft be a deep humiliation of mind^ 

;uid (enfe of guilt and wretchednef^, before a 

finner can be brought itnto God, This indeed 

bath ordinarily been confidered as the.iirft ftep 

.ttowards converiion. In order to treat of it in 

^e. moft clear, and at the fame time the moft 

Ireful manner, I Chall divide it into two branches, 

and firftj conlider what is the true and genuine 

fource of convidion or forrow for fin ; and fe- 

x:ondly, to what degree it muft be, in order to. a 

faving change. 

Firft then, let us confider what is the true an4 

ft 

genuine fource of convidion and forrow for fin. 
And here we may obferve in general, that, pror* 
perly fpeaking, there can be but two fources of 
forrow or humiliation of mind at all, viz. fear 
of fufFering, and fenfe of the evil and defert qf 
fin.* Both thefe are found in true penitents; an^ 
it is their union and mutual influence that dif- 

* Luke iv, i8, f Rev. xxi. 6. 

tinguifbes 
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tinguiibcs rcpeiutance unto life from ever^ 
counterfeit. Many have trembled through fear 
«f puniibment from God, and been difmayed atthe 
loke&i of bis prefence, who, notwithftanding. 
Jived and died ftrangefB to true reKgion, or any 
faving .cbaflge. We fee that even Judas the 
traitor to his Lord repented, confefled his fin, 
Aay, did what be could to repair ^he wrong, 
throwing back the price of innocent blood ; znd 
yet hanged himfelf in defpair. The fcripture 
only further fays^ he went into his own place ; 
but th^re have been few, if any, interpreters of 
fcripture, who entertained any doubt that it 
was the place of torment. We every day fee 
that occafional danger, or the apprehenfion of 
immediate death, throws fome into fits of ter- 
ror, extorts from them confeilions of guilt, or 
promifes of amendment ; and yet,' in a little 
time they return to their former pradices, and 
(in with the fame fecurity, and perhaps .with 
greater avidity than before. 

What is the efiential defe£t of fuch feeming 
penitents i It is that they have no juft fenie 
of the evil of lin in itfelf ; they have no in- 
ward cordial approbation of the holinefs of God's 
nature and law, or of the juftice of that fen- 
tence of condemnation which ilands written 
againfi every tranfgreflbr. Here, O Chriilian* 

7 ' is 
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is the cardinal point oh which true repentance 

turns, and the reader may plainly perceive the 

reafon and ncceffity of what was formerly obfervcd^ 

that there mull be a difcovery of the infinite 

glory and amiablenefs of the divine nature. 

Without this there may be a flavifli terror, 

but no true humiliation. It is only when a 

finner fees the unfpeakable majefty, the tranfcen-. 

dent glory, and infinite amiablenefs of the di* 

vine nature, that he is truly, eSedtually^ and 
unfeignedly humbled. 

Oh ! that I could deliver diis with proper force 1 
that I could writeand fpeak under an experimental 
fenfe of its truth ! The finner then perceives how 
infinitely worthy his Maker is of the higheft ef- 
teem, the moft ardentlove, and the moft unremitted 
obedience. He then fees,that every intelHgent crea- 
ture, from the moft fhining feraph in the hea- 
venly hoft, to the meaneft and moft defpifcd 
mortal worm, is uiider an infinite, eterfial, un« 
changeable obligation to love God with all his 
heart, and flrength, and mind. On this ac^ 
count he is convinced, that alienated aiFedion 
and mifplaced allegiance is infinitely finfu). He 
fees this obligation to be founded not merely nor 
chiefly on the greatncfs of divine power, but 
on the intrinfic Inherent excellence of the divine 
fiature. Therefore he is perfuaded, that there 
13 not Qnly danger in rebelling againft, or dif« 

K bonourin' 
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honouring God, but a great and manifeft wrong 
and injuftice in refufing to honour him. This 
ilrike^ him with a fenfe of bis own guilt, and 
the guilt of all tboTe who live *^ without God in 
*' the world." 

. At on<^e to confirm and illuftrate this truth, 
I muft make two obfervations, which will be 
found untverfally to hold, on the chara£Ur and 
condud Df true penitents, i ft. That they obtain a 
Aew fenfe of the excellence and obligation of the 
duties of divine worlhip, .both public and pri«* 
^ate. Before, they were apt to confider the du- 
ties of worfliip as little more than the means 4>f 
feligion ; ^hat the fear of an invifible Judge mi^ht 
be a bond upon the confcience, and keep mea 
from fraud and diflvonefly, or from riot and kti" 
fuality. They were cold and fornral therefore 
in their own attendance, and never heard any 
fpeak of joy or fenfible communion with God ia 
his faniSiuary, but they were ready to express 
their deteftation of it as hypocrify, or their 
contctaipt of it as entbufiafm and folly. 

But now the language of adoration is in (ome 
meafure underftood, which had been wholly in. 
fipid and without meaning before. They join 
with the pfalmift in faying, " Honour and ma- 
*^ jefty are before him, ftrength and beauty are 
'^ in his fanduary. Give unto the Lord, O ye 
f^ kindreds of the people, give unto the hor4 

<* glory 
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*^ glory afld ftrength. Give unto the Lord the 
*' glory due unto his name ; bring an offering, 
*< come into his courts. O worfliip the Lord in 
** the beauty of holinefs ; fear before him all the 
•* earth */' Sec alfo thefe elevated ftrains of 
praiFe, which, whether they are meant as the 
cxercife of the church militant on earth, or the 
church triumphant in heaven, are equally proper 
here. ** And the four beafts had each of them 
*' fix wings about him, and they were full ot 
^ eyes within j and they reft not day and night, 
** faying. Holy, holy, holy^ Lord God aU 
^* mighty, which was, and is, and is to come. 
*^ And when ihofe 'beafts give glory, ahd ho- 
** nour, and thanks to him that fat on the throne, 
** who liveth for ever and ever ; the four and 
^ twenty elders fall down before him that fat on 
-** the throne, and worfhip him that livejth for 
^* ever and ever, and caft their crowns before 
^ the throne, faying, Thou art worthy, O Lord, 
** to receive glory, and honour, and power ; for 
^^ thou haft created all things, and for thy plea* 
** fure they are, and were created f." And to 
the fame purpofe, " And I beheld, and I heard 
^* the voice of many angels round about the 
^* throne, and the beafts, and the elders: and 
<* the number of them was ten thoufand times 

• Pfal. Mvl. 6, 7, 8, 9. f Rev, it, 8, 9, jc, ji. 
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*^ ten thaufand, and thoufands of thoufands j 
** faying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lan>b 
<* that was flain, to receive power, and richesy 
*^ and wifdom, and ftrength, and honour, and 
<« glory, and bleffing. And every creature which 
^* is in heaven, and on the earth, and under the 
^< earth, and fuch as are in the Tea, and all that 
^< are in them, heard I, faying, Bleffing, and 
*^ honour, and glory, and power be unto him 
*' that fitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
** Lamb for ever and ever *." Nay, a true pe- 
nitent begins to fee the beauty even of the di* 
vine fovereignty, that all things belong to Godi 
and therefore it is moft fit that all things fhould 
be fubje£t to him, according to that ftrong and 
beautiful pafiage : ^^ And the four and twentf 
'< elders which fat before God on their feats, fell 
^^ upon their faces, and worfhipped God, fay- 
** ing, We give thee thanks, O Lord God al^ 
** mighty, which art, and waft, and art to come^ 
*^ becaufe thou haft taken to thee thy great 
•' power, and haft reigned -f/' 

The other obfervation 1 am to make is, that 
a true penitent always acquires vthe deepeft ab- 
horrence of that atrocious, tho' prevailing fin^ 
of profaning the name of God in common' dif^- 
courfe. There are many perfons^ not ptherwife 

• Rev. y. II, la, 13, -f- Rev, xi. 16, 17. 

the 
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(he moft abandoned, who have no juft fenfc of 
the heinoufnefs of this fm: and as k is iwt di- 
reflly levelled agairrft the temporal intereft of our 
neighbours, it is far from being generally fa 
fcandalous and difhonourable as k ooght to be* 
Such religion or virtue as is founded on worldly 
principles AmJi views, may eafiiy conftft wich it» 
continuance ; hut he who is convinced of the 
evil of all fin, as rebellion againlV, and difobe- 
dience to God, will fee the horrible guiit and 
impiety th^t* attends thrs abominable practice. 
That religion which fs the work of God's holy 
Spirit, and confifts in the recovery of his loflr 
image, will never be able to bear fo dire6V a vio- 
lation of his facred authority, fo unprovoked an 
infult upon his honour and glory. 

A fear of punifliment then we have feen, 
without a fehfe of the evil of fin in itfelf, is not 
fufficient* Let me how add, that this difcovery of 
the evil of fin in itfelf, muft increafe our fear of - 
punifliment, by fhewing k to be juft. A fear of 
punifhment while afone, always tempts the finner 
to fcarch about on all hands for arguments agaihft' 
that fufFering, the juftice of which he cannot, 
perceive. Hence infidelity of heart and fecret 
fiiggeftions, that furely it cannot be that God 
will punifla as he hath faid. Hence blafphemous 
^impatience. Hence rifing thoughts and rebelltbn 

K 3 * againft 
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againft God, even while under bis rod ; fuch aa 
are defcribed by the prophet Hofea : " And they. 
** have not cried unto me with their heart wh>ri 
** they howled upon their beds */' Nay, hence 
fometimes the bittereft profefled infidels among 
thofe, who have been brought up in the know- 
ledge of the truths of the gofpel, while they 
have never feen their beauty, or felt their power. 
But fo foon as there is a difcovery of the glory of 
God, and the univerfal and perfect obedience due 
from all to him, this throws a new light on the to- 
kens of a divine difpleafure againfl fin, in the works 
of creation and providence. This carries home, 
with irrefiftible force, all the threatnings of the 
wrath ,of God againft fmners in bis word. Their 
juftice is then deeply and inwardly felt, and the 
finner begins to wonder at the patience of a long- 
iufFering God, that has not long ere now made 
him a monument of vengeance. 

The fame view it is that not only begins, but 
carries ©n and compleats genuine convidlions of 
fm, that filences all objections, and refutes the 
jeafonings of the carnal mind. Every fincere 
convert will have, in a greater or leffer degree, 
the evidence in himfelf, that his change is of fo^ 
vereign grace. He will probably be able to re- 
colledl in how many inftaiices his mtnd iet itfelf 
to oppofe, and was at pzins as it were to coUedl 

* HQfea Tu, 14,, 
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and mufter up every objeflion agalnft the obli-* 
gation and fandlion of the law of God* The ob- 
jeftions are raifed, firft> againft the neccffity or 
benefit *of obedience, and then againft fuffer- 
ing for difobedience, till all are borne down by 
the fame almighty power whkh fpake and it waj 
done, and which can ** lead ciiptivity captive.** I 
cannot propofe to enumerate all the objeflions, 
or rather, all the forms, in which objeftions may 
arife in the finner's mind, when ftruggling againft 
conviction ; but I (hall mention a few of them, 
and (how what k is that muft put them to filence. 
J. Perhaps the (inner will fay, a1as1 why (hould 
the law be fa extremely rigorous^ as to infift 
ttpon abfolute and finlefs obedience f Hard in-^ 
deed, that it wril admit not of any traiifgreffion^ 
any omiilion, the leaft flip, or failing or frailty, 
but pronounceth fb fevere a fentence, '* Gurfed- 
** is every one that continueth not in all things 
** which are written in the book of the law to 
** do them *." But confider, I pray you, wliat 
is the law, and who is the author of the law. 
The fum of all the commandments of the law is,^ 
^ To love the Lord your God with all your 
** heart, with all your foul, with all your mind^ 
•* and with all your ftrength.'* Is this ujirea- 
knzbhl or, it it too much ? Is he not infinite-^ 

K 4, tf 
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ly amiable, and abfolutcty perfect ? Is he not * 
the juft and Jegitimatc objcfl of fupreme love ? 
Is not every defe£l of love to God eflentiaily ftn- 
ful ? and can it be otherwife confidered f He 19 
a God of truth, who will not, and who cannot 
lie. He muft therefore afiert his own majefty 
and right, and fay, as in the prophet, ^* Is there 
^* a God befides me ? yea, there is no God ; I 
♦* know not any ♦." A difcovery of the glory 
of God at once flicnces this obje£lion, and (hows 
that he afks but his due ; and as he is the un- 
changeable God, any abatement in the demands 
of the law not only would be un{;eafonable, but 
is in truth impoflible. 

2. Again, the finner will perhaps fay, *' But 
•• why fhould the fentence be fo fevere ? The 
** law may be right in Itfelf, but it is hard, or 
'* even impoilible for me. I have no (Irength : 
** I cannot love the Lord with all my heart. I 
f am altogether infufEcient for that which is 
" good." Oh that you would butconfider what 
fort of inability you are under to keep the com* 
mandments of God ! Is it natural, or is it mo- 
ral ? Is it really want of ability, or is it only^ 
want of will ? Is it any thing more than the de« 
pravity and corruption of your hearts, which is 
itfelf criminal, and the fource of all adual tranf-- 

• If, xi>. S. 
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gteffions ? Have you not natural, faculties, anun* 
dcrftanding,will, and affedions, a wonderful frame 
of body, and a variety of members ? What is it 
that hinders them all from being, confecrated to 
<iod ? Are they nota« proper in every refpeci foi* 
his fexvice, as for any bafer purpofe ? When you 
are commanded ta love God with all your hearty 
this furely is not demanding niore than you* can 
p<iy : for if you give it not to him, you will give 
^ it* to fomething elfe, that is far from being, fo de--. 
forving of it. 

. The law then is- not impoilible, in a firi£ik\ 
and proper ferrfe, even to you* Let me next afk. 
you^ Is it unreafonable ? Does he afk any more 
than all your hearts ? and are they not his own ? 
()as he not made thenvfor bimfelf? If not, let 
a^y rival rife up and plead his title to a (hare ? 
Does he afk any more than that you ihould love 
higi. fupremely f and is he not every way worthy,^ 
of your love ? If he commanded you to love 
lyhat was not amiable, there would be reafon for^ 
cpmplai-nt. By tracing, the matter thus to its 
fource, we /ee the r^ghteoufnefs and equity of- 
the divine procedure, and that the law- pf God is 
eternal and immutable^ as- hk oyn nature. 
Wherefore ** let God be true, and every man a- 
«• liar." All the atteo^pts to impeach his con-, 
dud as fcvere> only tend to (how the oblnjuity 

K 5 and 
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and pervcrfcncfe of the depraved creature, and 
not to diminift the excellence of the aU*gIorious 
Creator. 

While men continue flaves- to fin, it h abftird 
to fuppofe they fliould acquiefce ill their Maker's 
authority : but fo fooH as any perfon difeovers the 
infinite amiablenefs of God, and his obligation to 
love and ferve hiih, his mouth will be immedi- 
ately flopped, himfelf and every other finnef 
brought in inexcufably guthy. He will fte that 
there is nothing to hinder his complance witK 
every part of his duty, but that inward averfion 
to God, which is the very eflence of fin. It is of 
no confequence what ypur natural powers ape» 
whether tfaofe of an angel or a man, a phllofo^ 
pher or a clown, if foul and body, and fucb 
powers as you have, are but wholly devoted to 
God. Do you fay this is impofBble? where' 
then lies the impoffibility of it, but in your de< 
praved inclinations ? 

But we have not yet done with the objedfions s 
the mod formidable of all is behind. Perhdps ' 
the finner will fay, How unfortunate foever this 
inclination may be, I brought it into the world' 
with me : I derived it from my parents ; it is ' 
my very nature ; I am not able to refift it. This 
Iwrings in view a fubjeft far more eXtenfive than 
to admit of being fully handled here. We may* 

alfo 
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affir eaffly allow, that there -i^j fomctWng in It bc*^ 
yond the reach of our limited' capacity: butf 
whatiever be the nature and eiFefis, or manner of 
cornmunicating original fin ; whatever be the ufe 
made of it, in accounting for events as ia general 
caufe; if any voluntary agent hath nothing to 
ofRr in oppofition to the ftrongeft obligation, but 
that he finds himfclf utterly unwilling to obey," 
it feems to be an excufe of a very extraordinary 
kind. ' We are furc that no fiich excufe would* 
be accepted by an earthly law-giver j noi* havis 
we* the Teaft i;eafon to thitik, any more regard will- 
be paid to it by him " who judgeth righteoufly:'*' 
In this, as in mofl: other' things, ther^ is a^ 
wide difference between thefentiments of a hard- 
ened and a convinced finner. The firft, who* 
hath no juft view of the guilt of his aftual tran(^ 
gxeffibns, is always prone to extenuate them, by 
introducing ongihal fin as an excufe fdr his con- 
diift : but a finner, truly Convinced of the evil- 
of his felt and experienced enmity agafnft God,, 
ifrakes ufe of his early and original depravity for'^ 
his further humiliation. Thus the pfalmift Da- 
vid, when under the exercife of penitence for 
the complicated crimes of adukery and' murder, 
e)rprefles himfelf as follows; •* Behold, I \;(^ar 
^ fliapcn in iniquity, and in fin did my mother^ 
^ conceive me *." In whatever way it Was fefl^ 

•^Pf. ii; 5; 
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lAtroduced, it is certain that all averfion and op" 
poiitiqn to God muft be evfl in itfelf, and the 
fource of mifery to him in whom it dwelk } for 
all that <* are afar off from him" (ball certainly 
perifh ; and all that continue unlike to him 
mud depart from him. Without perplexing our- 
felves with debates about the propriety or mean- 
ing of the imputation of Adam's firft fin, this 
we may be fenfible of, that the guilt of all in- 
herent corruption muft be perfonal, becaufe it is 
voluntary and confented to. Of both thefe things* 
a difcovery of the glory of God will powerfully 
convince the finner. When he feeth the infinite 
beauty of holinefs, and the amiablenefs of the 
divine nature, he cannot forbear crying out of. 
himfelf, ^' Woe is me, for I am undone, becaufe 
<* I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in 
f^ the midftof apeople of unclean lips ; for mine 
•* eyes have feen the King, the Lord of hofts *." 
As the impurity of his heart, fo the irregularities 
of his life, will ftare him in the face : they never 
appear fo hateful, as when brought intocompari- 
fon with the divine holinefs ; and if he eflay 
V tojuftify himfelf, his own mouth will con- 
*^ demn him'* as guilty from choice. 
. Once mo^e, the fame view will efle£kua]ly, 
i;onfute, and (hew the vanity of, thofe preten-. 
fions which are derived from- our ownimperfed. 

• If. vi*.5, 

and 



ON REGENERATION. 205 

and defedive obedience. When convifiion firft 
lays hold pf a {Inner, however vain the attempt, 
be has ftill a firong inclination that righte- 
oufnefs " fhould come by the law.'* This is 
not wonderful ; for in no other way can he him- 
felf have any title to glory, and a thorough re- 
nunciation of all felf-intereft, is too great a fa- 
crifice to be made at once. Hence he is ready to 
look with fome meafure of fatisfadlion on thofe 
who have been greater Anners than himfelf, and 
fecretly to found his expeftation of pardon for 
thofe fins he hath committed, on the fuperior 
heinoufnefs of thofe from which he hath abftain- 
cd. Hence alfo he is ready to hope he may make 
fufficlent atonement for his paft fins by future 
amendment : but a difcovery of the hojinefs of 
God, and the obligation to love him with all the 
heart, and foul, and flrength, and mind, foon 
deftroys this fond imagination. It fhews him 
that he can at no time do more than his duty ; 
that he never can have any abounding or folicit* 
ihg merit : nay, that a whole eternity, fo to fpeak, 
of perfe£l obedience, would do juft nothing at all 
towards expiating the guilt of the leaf! fin. But 
befides all this, the fame thing (hews him, that 
his beft duties are ilained with fuch fins and im- ' 
perfedions, that he is fiill but adding' to the 
charge, infi^ad of taking from the old fcore ; for ' 
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<* we are all as an unclean thing, and ali out 
<** righteoufnefles are but as filthy rag^ ; and we 
<< all do fade as a leaf, and our iniquities, like 
•• the wind, have carried us away *." Thus, 
one after another, he is ftript of every plea, how- 
ever eagerly he maydeave to them^ and fupport 
©r bolfter up one, by the addition of another. 
He fees not only his danger, but his guilt ; not 
only the fearfulnefs of his ftate, but the holinefs 
and right^oufncfs of his judge. He lies down 
proftrate at the foot-ftool of the Almighty, and* 
makes unmerited mercy and fovereign grace the 
only foundation of his hope. 

SECT. IV. 
Of the degret af farrow for fin in irut panitents.- • 

TT AVING thus conAdered the proper fource 
of genuine conviction and forrow for rin> 
it was propofed next to enquire, to what degree, 
it muft be, in order to a faving change. The 
truth is, were not this a queAion often propofed, 
and the refolution of it defired by ferious perfons^ 
the weakeft of whom deferve all attention and re- 
gard from every rainifter of Chrift, I (hould have 
left it altogether untouched. The r^fon of this^ 
obfervation is, that I am perfuaded^ and take the 

e Ifaiah 1mv» 6, 
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prefent oppottamty: of affiirmiag it, that tli*e chief 
dtfitaAion between convuSiions genuine or falu-^' 
tary, amd fuch as are only traniitory and fruitlefs, 
does not lie in thet^r ftrength and violence, fo 
mudi as their principle and fource, which has 
been formerly explained* 

There is often as gteat, cr^ perhaps, it mzy 
be fafely faid there is often a greater degree of 
terror in peifons brought under occafionai con- 
vi£lions, which are afterwards fruitlels, than in 
others in whom' they are the introdudion to a 
faving change. It is probable that the horror of 
rh'ind whkh poflfeited Cain after his brother's' 
murder, was of the moft terrible kind. It is 
jlrobable that the humiliation of Ahab, after he 
had caufed Nsiboth to be deftroyed by falfe evr- 
dence,* and was threatned with a dreadful vifita- 
tfon, was exceeding great. It is probable that 
<the mere paffion of fear in either of thefe crimi- 
irals was equal, if not fuperior, to the fear of any 
true penitent recorded in fcripture. It is the' 
principle that diAinguifhes their nature. It is the 
differing princrpBe that produces oppofite effects. 
The one is alarmed and trembles through fear of 
wrath from an irrefiftible and incenfed God \ the 
other is truly fenfible of fin in ^11 its malignity, 
and fears the fanfiion of a righteous but violated 
law. The one feels himfelf a miferable creature ; 
the other confeffes himfelf a guilty finner. The 
One is terrified, and the other is humbled. 

It 
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It is fome doubt with me, whether in fruitkfs* 
convidions there is any fenfe at all of fin, as 
fuch ; I mean, as truly meriting punifbment- from 
% juft and holy God, Such peVfons ordinarily 
are dirpleafed at theholinefs of God's nature, and 
murmur at the ftri£lnefs of his law ; and there* 
fare, however much they may dread fuffering 
here or hereafter^ they cannot be faid to be con*- 
vinced of fin. Wc have feen fome who, when- 
afflidions brought their fins to renTembr^nce,. 
were but driven on,- by defpair, tp^ higher degrees 
of guilt, and, the more they feemed to fear the 
approachingJMdgment of God, oniy increafed ia* 
the impatience of blafpheming rage. 

However^' as there is a great meafure of deceit 
m the humaq heart, fome may be ready to flatter 
fhemfelve?, onahe one hand, that they have hen- 
the evil of fin in itfelf ; and fome, on the other,. 
to fear that they have not feen it as they ought, 
becaufe their ferrow has not rifen to the requtfite 
degree^ Many have exprefied uneafinefs that 
they never mourned for fin in a manner corre- 
fponding to the ftrong fcripture declarations of 
its odious and hateful nattKe, or to the following^ 
defcriptiot* of gofpel penitents : ** And I will 
** pour upon the houfe of David, and upon the 
<< inhabitants of Jerufalem^ . the fpirit of grace 
^* and fupplication, and they ihall look upon me 
<^ whom they have pierced, and they ihaU mourn 

« for 
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*< fpr him as one mourneth for his only foiii and 
^^ (hall be in bitternefs for him, as one that is in 
*' bitternefs for his firft-born *." For this rca- 
fon I (hall make an obfervation or two on the de- 
gree of forrow for fin in true penitents, which 
may enable us to judge in every qiieftion of the 
fame nature. 

I . One thing, in general, muft be carefully re- 
membered, that we ought not to lay down one rule 
for all perfons. We are not to meafure the for- 
row of any true penitent, and maice a flandard 
from it for the cfFeds or expreflions of forrow in any 
other. The (Irength of all the paffions, and their 
readinefs to exprcfs themfclves, is greater natu- 
rA]y in fomc than in others. There is nothing 
of which men may be more fenfiblc from daily 
experience. Love and hatred, joy and grief, de* 
fire and averfion, (hew themfelves by much more 
violent emotions in fome than in others. ' It 
would be wrongs therefore, to reduce all to one 
rule, and none ought to look upon it as a juft 
caufe of difquiet, that they have not had the fame 
degree or depth of diftrefs and anguifh which 
others have had, of whom they have read, ot 
heard. Another circumftance may alfo be thq 
occafion of diverdty. In fome, convidions may 
have been more early and gradual, and, therefore, 
lefs violent and fenfible. ^t is not to be fuppofed 

* Zecb. xii. lOt 
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that Samuel, whofe very conception was the air* 
fwer of prayer, who was called from his mother** 
womb, and ferved in the temple from his being 
a child, ihould have experienced the fame depth 
df humiliation with fuch as ManaiTeh, for ex^ 
ample, who had been guilty of many atrocious 
crimes, and continued long in a hardened and in- 
fcnfible ftate. Therefore, 

2* Suffer me to obfervc, that the great anJ 
principal evidence of a proper degree of convic- 
tion and forrow for fin, is its permanency antl 
praflical influence. Genuine convidion is not 
a fiafh of fervour, , however ftrong, but a deep, 
abiding, and governing principle, which wiH 
fhcw its ftrength by hs habitual power over its 
oppofite. Every true penitent will join in thefe 
words of Elihu : M Surely it is meet to be faid 
** unto God I have borne chaftifement, I will 
<< not offend any more : that which I iee not 
<< teach thou me; if I have done iniquity, I will 
** do no more ♦.'* Nothing elfe wHl be a fuf- 
ficient evidence of penitence, where this is want- 
ing ; and wkere this is. the cafe, nothing can be 
wanting that is really necefTary. This may, per- 
haps, as I obferved on another part of this dif- 
courfe, be thought too general, but I am per- 
fuaded it is the only fafe ground to build upon,, 
according to the fcriptures. Every other claims 

■ ♦ lob xxxiv. 31, 3*». 
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of relation will be rcjeSted at lafl by our Saviour 
and Judge, as be hath plainly told us : *^ Not 
*^ every one that iaith unto me^ Lord, lord^ ihall 
^' enter into the kingdom of heaven ; but he that 
<< doth the will of my Father which is in heavenv 
^* Many will fay to me in that day, Lord, lord^ 
^' have we not prophefted in thy name ? and lit 
•* thy name caft out devils ? and in thy name 
*' donft many wonderful works ? And then will I 
•* profefs unto them, I never knew you, depart 
" from me ye that work iniquity t«*' 

Would any know, therefore^ whether their 
for row for fm hath been to the requifite degree, 
let me intreat them to fiifFer confcience to anfwer 
honefijy to the following interrogatories. Haft 
your convr£tion of An been fuch as ta make you 
abhor and hate it, in every form i Hath it been 
fuch as to make you refolve upon a thorough and 
perpetual fepa ration -from your once beloved plea^ 
fures ? Does it make you ready to examine tho 
lawful ncfs of every purfuit, and to abftain even 
from every doubtful or fufpeflcd praSice ? Is there 
no known fin that you are defiroiis to excufe or 
palliate, fludious to conceal, or wilh'ng to fpare.^ 
Remember this necelTary caution of our Saviour: 
** And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, 
•* and caft it from thee : for it is profitable for 
** thee that one of thy members (hould perifh^ 

'I' Matt. YUi 2j^ zty 23. 
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" and not that thy whole body (hould be caft m* 
•* to hell. And if thy right-hand offend thee, 
•• cut it off, and caft it from thee : for it rs pro- 
** fitable for ihcc that one of thy members fbould 
** perifti, and not that thy whole body Ihould be 
*• caft into hell *." Is theref no fin, however 
long praflifed, or however greatly delighted in j 
is there no fin, however gainful or honourable, 
but you defire liberty from its enflaving power, 
fls well as deliverance from its condemning guilt ? 
Is there no part of the law of God, of the duty 
and chara£ler of a Chriftian, however ungrateful 
to a covetous heart, however defpifcd by a fcorn- 
ing world, but you acknowledge its obligation ? 
Would you, indeed, rather be holy than great ? 
Do you rather choofe perfecution with the peo- 
ple of God, than to cvjoy the pleafuresofCn for 
a feafon ? See what terms Chrift makes with his 
difciples : *' If any man will come after me, let 
«* him deny himfelf, and takcf up his crofs, and 
** follow me : for whofoever will fave his life 
** fhall lofe it, and whofoever will lofe his life, 
** for my fake, (hall find it f" Upon the whole, 
inftead of finding fault with the duty or Jot of 
God's children, can you truly fay, ** O that 
^* there were fuch an heart in me that I could 
•* keep his ftatutes F The law of the Lord is pcr- 
M fe£lly holy. The paths of the Lord toward 

* Matt. V. f 9, 30. ■ -1: Matt. xvi. 24. 
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•< me have been infinitely gracious. My heart 
«* only 13 exceeding finful. O Lord, write thy 
<^ law in my heart, aod put it ^n my inward 
<< parts : give me a new heart and a new fpirir, 
<* and caufe me to walk in thy fiatutes, and keep 
** thy judgments, and do them.*' 

3. It is an excellent evidence of conviftion's 
being right both in principle and in degree, when 
tbe penitent hath a greater fear of fm than of fuf- 
fering. As the great fource of genuine convic* 
tion of fm is a fenfe of its evil in itfelf, rather than 
an apprehenfion of its confequences even in the 
life to come, there is no way in which this will 
difcover itfelf more diftindly, than in the views 
we have of iln, and fufFering in the prefent ftate. 
Whether do you grieve moft heartily for fin, or 
for worldly loffes ? Which of them do you avoid 
with the greateft folicitude and care ? Will not 
this (how what it is that lies neareft your hearts, 
and hath the dominion there ? Will not this fliow 
it in a manner nhat muft be convincing even to 
yourfclves, and leave no room to reply ?. Alas ! 
how heavy a fentence does this carry againft 
many profefEng Chriftians ? How great their an- 
xiety about the things of time, bow little about 
the concerns of eternity ? How carefully will they 
obferve the increafe or decreafe of their trade 
and opulence ? But how little attention will they 
pay to the growth or decay of religion in their 

hearts ? 
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kearts ? They will dread the arts, and fly from 
the fociety, of a fraudulent dealer, hut will fuf- 
peft no danger while their ears are drinking in 
the poiron of licentious or impure converfation. 
The lofs of a child, or the lofs of theur fuhftance, 
oppreiles them with forrow, whOe even the com* 
mtffion of grofs fin, if concealed from the world, 
produces a reflection fcarcely felt, and fpeedily 
forgotten. 

I have fald, indeed, above, that all perfons are 
not equally fufceptible of violent emotions of any 
kind. But what fliall be faid of the fame per* 
fons, who have the ftrongeft paffions on every 
ether fubje£l, and nothing but coldnefs and in- 
difference in matters of religion ? What fhall be 
faid of the fame perfons, who are eafily and deeply 
affeded with all temporal fufierings, and yet are 
but very flightly affeded with a kntc of the evil 
of fin i Whofe tears flow readily and copioufly 
over a dying friend, but have no tears at all to 
ihed over a dying Saviour ? Does this at all cor- 
refpond with the defcription given by the prophet, 
** of mourning as for an only fbn ;" in which pe- 
nitential forrow is compared to the moft fevere 
and exquifite of all human calamities. I muft, 
however, obferve, that temporal fufFerings are 
ordinarily attended and aggravated by fenfible 
images, and are aifo fometimes fudden and un- 
expected, on both which accounts they may m6re 
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powerfully call forth the expreffions offorrow and 
fympatby. But it is not difficult to judge which 
of them dwells moft heavily upon the mind, which 
of them would be firft avoided by the deliberate 
choice of the heart. Every true penitent does 
certainly fee fin to he the greateft of all evils, 
and will difcQver this by comparifon with all the 
.other evils of which he hath at prefent any know- 
ledge or'experience. 

4. I {ball only mention one other evidence of 
conviction's being ta a proper degree, which is 
when a fenfe of the evil of fin is fiill growings 
jaftead of diminifbing. This will be found ef* 
fentially to difttnguifli a fenfe of the evil of fin in 
itfelf, from a mere terror of God's power in tak- 
ing vengeance on the finner. Time gradually 
weakens the one, but knowledge, and even the 
mercy of God, continues to increafe the other* 
When a fijiner is brought iinder great convic- 
tions, it is a date (o painful and diftreifing, that 
it cannot continue long* Seme kind of peace 
fnuil of nec^ty fucceed. Either he flifles his 
convictions, hides the danger by {hutting his own 
eyes, and returns to his former fecurity and li- 
centioufnefs of pra&ice ; or he does fome things 
for a time, to quiet the cries of confcience, and lay 
a foundation for future peace ; or, laftly, he re*- 
turns to God through Chrift, by true repentance, 
aiid continues to ferve him in oewnels^f life. 

7 ^ The 
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The firft of thefe cafes needs no illuftratjon ; 
the fenfe of fin in all fuch perfons being not fb 
properly weakened as deftroyed. In the fecond, 
the finner is under great reftraints for a feafon^ 
but, when the terror is over, his obedience and 
diligence is immediately relaxed. This fhows 
plainly, that he had no fincere or cordial affec- 
tion to the law of God, but was afraid of his 
power. It fliews that his conviflions never wer^ 
of a right kind, and, therefore, it is no wonder 
their ftrength (hould decay. But, in every true 
-penitent, a fenfe of fin not only^ontinues, but 
daily increafes. His growing, difcovery of the 
glory of God, points out more clearly to him his 
own corruption and depravity, both in its quan- 
tity and its malignity, fo to fpeak. The very 
mercies of God, whatever delight or fweetncfs 
they afford, take nothing away from his fenfe of 
the evil of his doings, but rather melt him down 
in penitential forrow. They ferve to cover him 
with confufion at his own unworthinefs, and to 
fill him with wonder at the divine patience and 
condefcenfion. 

The firft work of a convinced finner is, to 
mourn over the grofs enormities of a profligate 
life, or a life devoted to worldly purfuits. And 
his continued employment after converfion is, to 
refift and wreftle with that inherent corruption 
which was hidden from his view before, but be- 

« comes 



ON REGENERATION. 217 

comes daily more and more fendble. So true is 
this, that I have known many inflances in which 
the moft genuine expreffions of felf-abafement 
happening to fall from aged experienced Chrif- 
tians, have appeared to others as little better than 
afFeSation. They were not able to conceive the 
propriety of thefe fentiments, which long acquain- 
tance with God and with ourfelves doth natu- 
rally and infallibly infpire. 

From thefe Remarks, let me beg the reader to 
judge of the reality and progrefs of the fpiritual 
life. Does your fenfe of the evil of fin not only 
continue, but grow ? Do you now fee fin in 
many things which you never fufpe6!ed before ? 
Do you fee more of the boldnefs, ingratitude, and 
fottiih folly of finners and defpifers of God? Are 
you. daily making new difcoveries of the vanity, 
fenfuality, and treachery of your ^own hearts ? 
Be not difcouraged at it, but humbled by it. Let 
it empty you of all felf-efteem and felf depen- 
dance, and give you a higher rellfh of the gofpel 
of peace. The fubftance of the gofpel is ** fal- 
*« vation to the chief of finners, by the riches of 
•<* (jiivine grace, and the fandification of your 
*« polluted natures by the power of the Holy 
«< Ghoft." 

As I would willingly give as much informa-^ 
lion and inftrudion as poffible, I (halTy beforie 
quitting ^is part of the fubjed> fpeak a few 
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words of a pretty extraordinary opinion to be found 
in fome of the practical writers of the laft age. It 
is, that genuine convi£):ion» and the foul's fubjec- 
tion to God, oflght to be carried fo far in every true 
penitent, as to make him willing, fatisfied, an4, 
fome fay, even ^' pleafed," that God (hould glorify 
his jufiice in his everlaRing perdition. This is (o 
repugnant to nature, and to that very folicitude 
about our eternal happinefs, by which the con- 
fcience is firft laid hold of, that it appears to be 
utterly ' impoffible. There have been many 
to whom this requifition has given inexpreilible 
concern, has been a daily /nare to their con- 
fcience, and an obftrudion to their peace. There 
is fuch an infeparable connexion between our 
duty and happinefs, that the queflion fhould never 
have been moved i but, for the fatisfa<Stion of 
thofe who may have met, or may ftill meet with 
it in authors, otherwife defervedly efteemed, I 
fhall make fome remarks, which I hope will ei- 
ther explain it in a found fenfe, or fhew it to be 
at bottom falfe. 

Men do often diiFer more in words than in 
fubftance. Perhaps what thefe authors chiefly 
mean, is no more than what has been explained 
above at confiderable length, viz. That the fin- 
nei finds himfelf without excufe, his " mouth is 
.*' flopped," he feeth the holinefs of the law^ he 
confeiTeth the juftice of the fen tence, he quits 

every 
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«yery claim but mercy. Thus he may be faid 
.to abfolve or jufiify God, though he fbould leavfe 
bim to perifli for ever. So far, I apprehend, it 
is undeniably juft ; otherwift, the very founda- 
tion of the gofpel is overthrown, and falvation is 
not **.of grace," but " of debt.'* If we impaiv- 
lially examine the word mercy,- and the many 
Jftroog declarations in fcripture of our obligationa 
to God for the gift of eternal life, we (ball find 
.that they cannot, cbnfiftently, imply lefs, than 
.that the (inner " deferved," and was liable, to 
.** eternal. death.'' 

But to c^rry the. thing farther^ and to fay that 
•the penitent muft be pleafed, and fatisfied with 
4ail>Qation itfelf^ as be is pleafed with fufFering in 
another view, as it is his heavenly Father's (ano- 
tified.rod, appears to me to be at once unnatu« 
ral, unreafonable, unlawful, and imppflible. It 
is plainly contrary to that delire of our own hap- 
pinefs which is fo deeply implanted in our natures, 
and which feems to be infeparable from a rational 
creature. No fuch thing is, either dir«9Jy or 
confequentially, aflerted in the holy fcriptures^ 
.which fo often urge us to a due care of our own 
beft interef^s. " Wherefore, fays the prophet, 
.** do you fpend your money for thafwhich is not 
<< bread, and your labour for that which fatis- 
«< fietb not i Hearken diligently unto me, aai 
/< eat ye that whicli % good, and let your foul 
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*^ delight itfelf in fatnefs. Incline your ear, and 
<< come uoto me, hear, and your fouls (ball live, 
<^ and I will make an everlafting covenant with 
** you, even the fure mercies of David *." Fur- 
Cher» the propofition feems to me neceflarily to 
imply an impoflibility in itfelf. For what is dam- 
nation ? It is to be for ever feparated from, and 
deprived of, the fruition of God. Is this then, 
a dutiful ohjeSt either of defure or acquiefcence i 
It IS to hate God and blafpheme his name, as 
well as to be baniQied from his prefence. Can 
this be tolerable to any true penitent I or is it 
reconcileable to, or confident with, fubjedton 
to his righteous will f Can any creature be fup- 
pofed to pleafe God, by giving up all hope of his 
favour? Or is it lefs abfurd than *• difobeying" 
hinv from a fenfe of ** duty," and " hating" him 
from a principle of " love ?" 

We muft, therefore, carefully feparate the ac- 
knowledgment of divine juftice, and moft uncon- 
ditional fubjedion to the divine fovereignty, ffsom 
an abfclute defpair, or giving up all hope in the 
divine mercy. We have a very beautiful fcripture 
i])ftance of humble, yet perfifting importunity, in 
the woman of Canaan, who nret with many re- 
pulfes, confefled the jufticc of every thing that 
made againft her, aivd yet continued to urge her 
flea. Neither is there any difference between the 

• Ifa.fJT. %, 3. 
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way in which {he fupplicated of the Saviour a 
cure for her diftrcfled daughter, and the way ia 
which ah awakened finner will implore from the 
fame Saviour more neccffary relief to an affliflcd 
Confcience. •' And behold a woman of Canaan 
" came out of the fame coafts, and cried unto 
** him," faying. Have mercy on me, O Locd, 
•* thou fon of David, my daughter is grievoufly 
** vexed wuh a devil. But he anfwered her not 
•* a word. And his difciples came and befought 
•• him, faying,' Send her away, for flie crTeth 
** after us. But he anfwered and faid, I am not 
«* fent.but unto the loft flieep of the houfc of If- 
•* raeL Then came (be* and worihipped him, 
** faying, Lord help me. But he anfwered and 
" find, It is not meet to take the children's bread 
<* and caft it to dogs. And fhe faid, Truth, 
f* Lbrd, yet thetiogseat of the crumbs whicb 
•*^'fall fiom their mafter's table. Then Jcfus an- 
•^ fwered and faid unto her, O woman, great is 
** thy faith : be it unto thee even as thou wih ,*/* 
I (iiall conclude with mentioning an inflance of 
a fimilar character in a foreigner of eminent fta- . 
don, who had been a great profligate, and after^ 
wards became a great penitent f • He c<^mpcfed 
a little piece of poetry after his convecfibn^ the 
leading fentiment of which wa» what I have re* 
commended above, and in bis own tuiguage was 

• Matt. XT. »«-»2S. f Dct larffttts. 
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to the following purpofe: ^' Great God, tb3P 
« judgments are full of righteoufnefs, thou takeft 
" pleafure in the exercife of mercy ; but I hare 
fmoed to fuch a height, that juftice demands 
my deftrudion, and mercy itfelf feems to fo-, 
licit my perdition. Difdain my tears^ ilrike 
the blow, and execute thy judgment. I atn 
willing to fubmit, and adore^ even in perifh* 
" ing, the equity of thy procedure. But on 
*< what place will the ftroke fall, that is not co- 
« vered with the blood of Chrift?" 

SECT. V. 

Acceptance of fahation through the crofs ofChnJl. 

'in HE next great ftep in a finner's charige!^ is* 
a difcovery and acceptance of falvatiori frbnfi' 
fiaand mifery through Jcfus Chrift. Thife it thfe 
]aft and finilhing ftep of the gloKoiis woi-kv 
When this is attained, the change is coriipleated, 
the new nature js fully formed in all its parts. 
The fpiritual feed is implanted, and hath taken 
root ; and it will arrive by degrees, in every 
veflel of mercy, to that meafure of maturity 
and ftrength, that it pleafeth God each fliall pof- 
{tk: brfore he be carried hence. 

It is eafy "to fee, that conviflion of fin which 
hath been before iJluftrated, prepares and paves 
the way for a difcc^vcry a^d acceptance 6f falva- 
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n'on by Chrift. Before convifllon of fin, 6r when 
convi£lion is but imperfed^, the gofpel of Chrift, 
and particularly the dodrine of the crofs, almoft 
conftantly appears to be fooliflmefs. Or if, as 
fometimes happens, education and example 
prompts the (inner to fpeak with fome degree of 
reverence of the name, charafter, and under- 
taking of a Saviour, there is no diftind^ per- 
ception of the meaning, nor any inward reliOi* 
of the fweetnefs of tfaefe falutary truths. But 
thofe wbo hare been ^< wounded in their fpirits, 
^ and grieved in their minds," begin to perceive 
tfieir un^akable importance and value. That 
myftery which was hid from ages and genera- 
tions, begins tor open upon the fouf in its luf- 
fre and glory. The heljplefs and hopdefe ftate 
df the finner makes him earneftly and anxioufly 
enquire, whether there is any way to eicape, 
tvhcther there is any door of mercy or of hope. 
He fays, with the awakened and trembling jai- 
lor, ** What muft I do to be faved ? Innume- 
" ra'ble evils have compalTed me about, mine 
^^ iniquities have taken hold upon me, fo that 
^^ I am not able to look up ; they are more 
*' than the hairs of mine head, therefore my 
** heart faileth me *. I have no excufe ta 
•' offer, nor any flielter to fly to : the works^ 

<* the word, and the providence of God, feem all 
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** to be up in arms agaixifl; me, and have in- 
*' clofed me as an enemy to him. O how fear-. 
y ful a thing is it to fall into the hands of the. 
** living God ! Who (hall dwell with devouring 
** fire ? Who (hall dwell with evcrlafting burn-- 
*' ings ? Is there no profpeft of relief? Is there 
.** no balm in>Gilead ? Is there no phyfician there ? 
" Wonderful has been my paft blindncfs I I 
*< have awaked as out of a dream, and find 
** myfplf hafling faft to the pit ofdeftruftion. 
*< What would I not do, what would I not give,, 
^^ for good ground to believe that my guilt 
^^ were taken away, and my peace made with 
« God?" 

With what eagernefs and earneftnefs, hitherto 
unknown, does the finner now enquire after the 
way to life? With what folicitude does he 
*' go forth by the footfteps of.the flock, and 
** feed bieCde the ihepherds tents." The fab- 
baths, and ordinances, and word of God, are 
now quite different things froni what they were 
before. No more.wafte of that facred time in 
bufinefs or in play. No more ferenity of heart, 
becaufe he had been regularly and conftantly 
at church, but art aflonifliing view of the fins 
of his holy things ; carelefs, formal, heartlefs 
worfhip. He cries out with the Pfalmift, " Lord, 
^ if thou (bouldft mark iniquity, who fhall 
** {land.'* No more indifFerent, flothful, dif- 
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dainful hearing the word. No more critical 
liearing the word, that he may commend the 
ability, or deride the weaknefs of the preacher. 
With what concern does he hang upon the fa- 
cred meffage, to fee if there be any thing upon - 
which he can Jay hold? He then hears that 
*^ God is in Chrift, reconciling the world to 
** himfelf.'* The very news of falvation, the 
bare mention of pardon, is now a joyful found. 
It roufes his attention, it awakens his curiofity, 
and he fets himfclf to weigh and ponder the im- 
portant intimation. He hears that ** God fo 
** loved the world, that he gave his only begot- 
" ten Son, that whofoever believeth in^ him 
*• (hould not periih, but have everlafting life. 
** For God fent not his Son into the world 
** to condemn the world, but that the world . 
** ihrough him might be faved *. Is there 
" then," fays he, " hope of mercy with (iod^ 
^' whom I have fo long forgotten, and fo greatly 
^^ ofFended ? hath he indeed loved a guilty 
'^ world ?' hath he loved them in fo amazing 
*< a manner, as to fend his only begotten Son 
•* to fave them from deftrudlion ? How great 
•* is the giver, bow wonderful the gift, and 
'♦ how undefervtng the obje£ls of his love ?** 

- Here perhaps a difficulty may occur. ** It may 
«* be fo>" fays the foul ; «< but are all the chil- 

• Joha iii. x6, 17. 
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«* dren of Adam the obje<fts of divine love ? Shall 
•* every finner be partaker of divine mercy ? 
V Surely not. How then are they diftlngutfhed ? 
*' Perhaps he intends only to fave a few of 
*' the Icaft unworthy, and to glorify his juf- 
*< tice and feverity in the condemnation of the 
mod eminently guilty. What then have I 
reafon to expe£l .^ None^ none, none of any 
*' rank fo criminal as I. I have finned early, 
*^ and I have finned long. I have fmned againft 
<< the cleareft light and knowledge. I have iin- 
** ned againft innumerable mercies. I have fin* 
«* ned againft the threatnings of God's word, 
•' the rebukes of his providence,- the checks of 
<' my own confcience, and the unwearied pains 
*< and diligence of minifters and pareJits. I have 
burft every bond, and torn in pieces every 
retraining tie." How many gracious pro*, 
mifes prefent themfelves immediately to extin- 
guifli this fear ? ** Come now, and let us rea^ 
** fon together, faith the Lord ; though your 
<^ fins be as fcarlet, they (hall be as white as 
•' fnow ; though they be red like crimfon, they 
^^ (hall be as wool j if ye be willing and obe- 
*' dient, ye (hall eat die good of the land *L 
** Him that cometh unto me, I will in no wife 
*' caft out f. Wherefore alfo he is able to fave 
♦* them to the utterrtioft that come unto God by 

? Ifi i x8, .19. t John vi. 37. 
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** him *. And the Spirit and the brrde fay' 
** come; and fet him that' hearcth fay come ; 
" and let him that is athirft come j and whofo- 
" ever wiU, let him take the water of life 
^* freely f." To thefe promifes maybe added 
many fcripture examples of fir ft- rate finners^ 
faved by the power of God, that none may dc- 
fpair. An idolatrous Mana/Teh, an unrighteous 
and oppreflive publican Zacchcus, an unclcap 
Mary Magdalene, and a perfecuting Paul. Then 
is the foul brought to acknowledge and adore the 
matchlefs love of God ; to repeat and adopt the 
words of the apoftle Paul; " This is a faithful 
faying, and worthy of all acceptation, that 
Chrift Jefus came into the world tp fave fin- 
*^ ners, of whom I am chief.'* 

The fmncr, in fuch a iituation, is wholly em- 
ployed in alternately viewing his own deplorable 
character and ftate on the one band, and the 
fuflficiency aiid efficacy of the remedy on the 
other. As thefe take their turns in his mind, his 
.hope rifes or falls. Perhaps when he again r<r 
Ae£is on the infinite number, and heinous na- 
iure of his offences ; when- he confiders. the h©*- 
linefs and purity of God's nature and law« he 
is ready t^ bring all into quefiion, and to fay^ 
** How can thefe things be i Is it poilible that 
all this guile can be paiTed by, is it pof&ble that 
** it can be forgiven and forgotten by a holy 

• Heb, y'lu ac, f Hev, xxu. 17. 
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*^ God ? Is he not of purer eyes than to behold 
^^ iniquity ? Is it not faid, that evil cannot 
** dwell with him i that Tinners fhal] not (land 
•* 10 hts prefence ? How then can I prefume 
•• to approach him ? I, who have been fodaring 
**^ and obflinate a rebel i What reception can I 
*^ expert to meet with but. Bind him hand 
'^ and foot, and take him away, and caft him 
** into utter darknefs ; there (hall be weeping 
'• and gnalbing of teeth*." 

To remove this didruft, and ailure his hear^ 
before God, he is informed of the foundation o^ 
his hope, that falvation comes by a Mediator. 
He undertook our caufe, he purchafed redemp* 
tion by bis precious blood. Hear him faying in the 
councils of the Moft High, ** Sacrifice and of- 
** fering thou didft not defire ; mine ears haft 
^* thou opened. Burnt-offeiing and fin-ofFering 
** haft thou not required. Then faid I, Lo, I 
•< come, in the volume of the book it is writ- 
*« ten of me, I delight to do thy will, O my 
•* God ; yea, thy law is within my heart f,*' 
Hear alfo, in what manner he executed this gra- 
cious purpofe. *' He was wounded for our tranf* 
^* greffions, he was briMfed for our iniquities; 
<* the chaftifement of -our peace was upon him, 
«* dtui with his ftripes we are healed. All we 
** like {beep have gone aftray, we have turned 
* Matt. xxii. 13. f-Pf. xl. €, y, 8« 
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*< everyone to his own way, and> the Lord hath 
«' laid on him the iniquity of ms all*.'' Let us 
ftlfo fee how this matter is reprefented in the new 
teftament. *' Whom God hath fet forth to be 
<« a propitiation, through faith in his blond, to 
*< declare his righteoufneCs for the remLTion of 
** fins that are paft, through the forbearance of 
" God ; to declare, I fay, at this time his rightcouf- 
<< nefs: that he might be juft, and the juflifier of brtn 
^^ that believeth in Jefus f* For he hath bade him 
^* to be fin for us, who knew no fin, that we might 
<^ be made the righteoufnefs of God in him {." 
It is through this man, and through his 
blood, that ^^ repentance arid reo^on of fins 
*< is preached to all nations." Is not this a fufE- 
dent and ftab!^ ground of hope ? In the fubfiitutioa 
of our furety, we fee a way opened for the re- 
ception and reftoration of finners, in a perfe£t 
confiftency with all the divine perfedions. The 
fpotlefs purity and holinefs, the firi£k and impar- 
tial juftice of God, feem to raife an- infuperable 
obfiacle to our admiiCon into his favour ;. bi>t 
in the fufFerings and atonement of our Redeemer, 
we fee how he may teAify his abhorrence of fin^ 
and pynifh it, and at the fame timeihew mercy, 
to the finner. . There is a perfeft harmony of 
all the divine attributes in this defign, and par^ 
ticularly a joint illuftration of mercy and jufiice. 
This is the gofpel of Chrift,, the blefled and rcr 

• ir« liii. 5> 6» «f %<><&• ^» »5» 26. {a Oor. r. ai. 
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viving niefl&ge brought ittto dke i;^6rld by the 
prince of peace. This is ** the recbid which 
•< God hath giTcn of his Stjfn" 

How welcome, how reviving this, to the dtf- 
couraged, convinced Tinner ? His very cencern 
and fear, whep proceeding upon propner grounds, 
arifes from a view of the infinite evil of fin, fo 
provoking to a holy (jod. But in this plan laid 
by divine vvifdom, he fees ^hc guilt of fin fijili- 
ciently ^jipiated by a facrifice of infinite value. 
** For we are not redeemed with corruptible 
** things, fuch aS filver and gold— ^but with the 
** precious blood of Chrift, as of a Lamb with- 
<* out bleiiHh and without fp6t^." He com- 
pares and contrails, if I may fo fpeak, the grcat- 
nefs of his guilt with the price of his pardon. 
Then appears,with new and uncommon force, the 
greatnefsof this myftery ofgodlinefs, GOD ma- 
nifefted in the flefli. A viftim no Icfs confidera- 
ble than' the eternal and ** only begotten" Son 
of God, " the brightnefs of his Father's glory, 
^' ahdtheexprefs image of hfs perfon/* Whdt 
is it that cannot be purchafed by this marvellous 
exchange ? The believer fees with adoring won- 
der, the juftice of God moi*e awfully fevere, in 
** awaking hrs fword ^gainft the ttian who was 
*< his fellow," than if the whole race of oflPend- 
ing men had been irrecoverably^ loft* At the 

# z Pet« i. i8» 

- fame 
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fiihe tinie he fee» the itfirpeakable dignity and 
Inajefty of Gdd, in his infinite and truly royal 
iifiercy, gre^t ih itfelf, and greater ftill in til6 
way in Which it is difpenfed. ** Herein is lov6 
*< indeed ; not that we loved God, but that he 
** loved us, and fent his Son te be the propitia- 
•* tion for our fins*.'* 

I cannot help here obferving, that this falva- 
tion is fo amazing, (o wonderful in its nature, 
and fo far removed from any thing we knov(r 
among men, that we are in danger of being put 
to a ftand, and can fcarcely conceive it pofltble. 
Bat on the other hand, when we condder that it 
carrieth not upon it any of the marks of human 
wifdom, we are naturally led to fay, << Salva- 
*• tion belongeth uftto God.-— His ways are not 
*^ as our ways, ifOr his thoughts as our thoughts/' 
Therefore, when convi<£lion of fin makes us feel 
the neceffity, and difcovers the glory of our 
Saviour's atonement ; we may both reft aifiired 
of its truth, and triumph in Its power. We may 
fay with the apoftle Paul> ** Who iha)] lay any 
<< thing.to the charge of God's eleA i It is God 
^< that juflifieth : who is he that condemneth ? 
«« It is Chrift that died, yea rather that is rifen 
*» again, who is even at the right-hand of God, 
«' who alfo maketh tnterceffion for us f." 

• I Jo^n iv, !•» f Rom. viji. 33, .34^ 
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But, ^' Paufe a little, my foul»" faith the con* 
vinced finner, " what tidings ..arc here ? What 
** faith the fcripture. Who (ball lay any thing 
" to the charge of God's tkSt ? Unanfwerable 
" indeed! Happy, happy, thrice happy they, 
♦• who are the objeds of God's everlafting, dif- 
*'^ tinguiihing and electing love, fiuthowcan I be 
*^ fure that this includes, or rather doth not ex- 
^* elude n<e ? Can I ever hope to read my 
^' name written in the Lamb's book of life?" 
No. But when you confefs you cannot read 
any thing there in your favour, .who hath autho* 
rJzed you to fuppofe any thing there to your pre- 
judice ? Secret things belong only to God. We 
are not permitted to fearch, and we are not abl^ 
to> comprehend or explain the infinite depth c€ 
the divine councils. But do not things that are 
revealed belong to us ? And how ih^U we pre- 
fume to kt at variance the fecret and the revealed 
will of God ? Is not the commiHlon fufficiently 
extenfive? '^ And he faid unto them, go^ye 
^^ into all the world, and preach the gofpel 
** to every creature 5 he that believctb and is 
*^ baptized, iball be faved ; and he that beiieveth 
<* not, ihall be damned*.*' Is not the call un« 
limited and univerfal? ^< Come unto me, all ye 
^^ that labour, gnd are heavy laden, and I will 
«« give you rcftf^" " And Jcfus faid unto 

• Mark xyu 15, 16. f Matt. xt. 28. 
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•* them, I am the bread of life; hethatcometh 
•^ to me (hall never hunger, and he that bclifv-* 
*• eth on me (hall never thiid *." " And in the 
«* laft day, that great day of the feaft, Jcfus. 
** flood and cried, faying. If any man thirft, 
" let him come unto me and drink -f" 

Can you then entertain any doubt of the call 
reaching to you, orqueftion your title to reft upon 
this rock of ages? .Behold, We preach unto you' 
Chrift crucified, a defpifed Saviour, indted. *• to* 
** the Jews a {{umbltng-block, and to. the Greek* 
«* fooBflinefsv" but the *^ power of God, and 
^ the Wifilom of God for falvation to every ofiC 
**.that belicveth." There is no guilt fo deep,- 
but this precious blood will wafli it out. No 
gift (b great, but infinite merit is fiifficient to pro^ 
cure it. No nature fo poUuted, but infinite 
power is fufficient to renew, it. Sbtll w« therr 
any more WttbeJd our apprpbitton, or refufo'Qur* 
confent ? Shall not every ftnner, burdened- with 
a fenfe of guilt or danger, intimate his coiiif^itccT 
and urge his claim, and fay, *« Thanks, thanks 
^* be to God foe bis iln^kable gift — h is fa^' 
^^ vation by the death oCChrift, and therefbre' 
*^ becoming a holy and « jealous God, with 
** whom evil cannot dwell* It. is the Him&un- 
^' changeable God| who eoajtod the hoty law, 
^< and who publi(bes this glorious gofpel. — It 

• J«|iATi 3^, f Jtkm ▼iu 37. 
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** is faivatfon by grace, otfaerwife no child of 
<< Ada^ could have had any claim; and it is 
<< meet that* the lofty looks of man fhould be 
<' hiimbledy and the Lord alone exalted in thsct 
*« day. — It is Ovation to the chief of finners : I 
** am the man. I hear my charader clearly dc- 
** fcribed in the word of God. I can read my 
<' name in the general and gracious invitations 
*< i will accept of the offer^ I will receive and 
^< embrace this blefled Saviour as my IxH'd^ and 
^ my God> as my, life and my alL" 
* Once idote, perhaps the bdiever is ftUl dag- 
gered, aiftdr hifl faith begins to ML Afton}flle<f 
at -the g^cAfnefs of the mercy, *^ he betieveth 
«.6ot for .|oy,i amd wondcrtth/' H? is ^^ 
torfiiy, ^ Might I but hold iiift t&isr bq^nnkig: 
*^ iof-.my* cbnfidenccy I would 'n<»t envy the 
^ .grealefli lojcinardi' on esuth, his threhey his 
^' puf|rie^i or iib- fideptre^ bat wimM fmg the 
^^ ne^tfoilg put into my mouth. Unto faim' 
<' thii ' loved U9i and waflied us from our fin» 
^' iniJiiacMyn blood, and hath made us kings 
'<\and friefts: to God and hi^ Father, to bioi 
*^ be glory^and dcimintofi ^t ev^r and ever. But 
^9 alas I are rMt^X thfe pf6mifes of falvation only 
" in favour^ of *th'em thftt Believe ? Here then 
" the conclufion may ftii. ' I- afh fenfible of a 
** Jamentable W«aknefs and backwardnefs of 
^ mind \ and vv<httf f think I have no floubt of 

c( any 
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^« any of the truths of God, F greatly diftruft the 
** reality of my own confent and compliance 
** with his' will." Do you then really give cre- 
dit to all the truths of God' refpefling your own 
}off condition, and' the only way of deliverance 
from it. May the Lord himfelf increafe your 
faith ; for if it be fo indeed, you are happy and 
fafc. Thefc truths, thefe alone, are the fure 
foundation of hope. I am afraid We have all too 
ftrong a tendency to look for fome encouraging 
^uiilification in* ourfiilves, on whteh we might 
mwe ftcu^ay'rdf. Whait is faith? Is it any 
moire diM neceMi^ the re^d which Gfod hath 
givc^tt of hl!^$6»; Wlie^hi]| the teffimony of the 
aiten, thd trute and hiMxA withefs? Is not 
your pfoxreund ^detAV^Otttion with G6d, and the 
fiuiAification of yotir ifttiMres,' exprefsly* provrdeJ 
for in' the «ll-fii«eiMcy of GbrtflV itnd to him 
yoiiiUtisffiiKd fhdt yt)d miift be hidebt^d for 
toth i What ffandeth in Ae way pf your com- 
fort then^ but! either that yoti d6 Aot give credit 
to the promife he hath madey (dr >that yoit are 
not wiliing that he ihould do it for you i and 
this I acknowle^ is*Bot& uikb^lief and impeni- 

(^pp\jf^ ,ih^rffqxi^ flo more, th«it(iyi)u ^m 

afraid ^d^^j^ourfplvcs^ y^ii& yietr.y^u pretend 

^9^ nav^ th$ higheiii ^fieem qf the^ bleffings of 

redemptions on t^ie jcofitr^iy, fay unto God, 
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in a thankful frame- of fpint, *^ Glory to God in 
*< the higheft, on earth peace» and good-will to- 
*' wards men. I praife ihec for jthistneiTage of 
^^ peace. I think I fee, in fonjie mesifure, its 
^* neceflity, truth and beauty. 1 fee it^ I truft 
^< to fuch a degree, that it is the fole foundation 
•* of my hope. I renounce every other claims 
nay, I abhor the thoughts of any cnherclaim ^ 
Yea, doubtUfs, and I count aU4hipg8 tmt lofs^ 
'* for the exqeljency of the (cnow^dge of Chrift 
*« Jefus my Z«ord, , for whom. J[ ligve^u^Tered the 
<* lofs of aU thirogs^aod dp coufit thcfn but diJing 
^^ that i may win Chrift^and be /ound in luai» 
<' not buying mine; own righteoafnefs^ which 
^* is of the law, but that w[))ic;h is through the 
<^ faith of Qhriit, 4he. rigbtiMHiAiefs wbi^ » of 
** God by faitl^*. It.;gfi^et me* tiiat there 
^* is fuch •% backwftrdjpeffi in oSe lo'.g^veigkiry to 
*^ thy naniM) .sir^dHo be tndeblied to the riches of 
V thy gracq. Si^diiie my obftiiiacy, and rule 
f* by thine own power* Ziord, I believe, help 
<^ thpu miiie .unbieliief^ 

S E C T. VI. 

Hnu tbi bilievir ncovers feaa •ftm^fnmti* 
?11I^ E' have now feen fn what way the believer 
is reconciled to G6d^ and delivered f»eat 
condemnation. \v wilf not be improper however 

life 
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alfo to cohfidef how he recovers peace of conj 
fcience, and how his heart and life are governed 
in his after walk. This will ferve more fully to 
illiiftrate the influence and operation of the truths 
^f the gofpel. There is even a neceffity for do- 
ing fo on two different accounts : i. That, as 
'has' been ihewn above at conftdcrable length, 
■€vety true penitent i$ deeply \and inwardly fen- 
i5fMe of the evil of fin in itfclf. He is not merely 
afraid of wrath, but fees the impurity and poUu* 
tion of his own heart. Suppofing thel^efore, will 
•the intelligent reader fay, this great difKndion 
thoroughly eftabUihed, his relief is but halfac* 
complKbed. There may be no more condemna- 
tion for him in the law of God, for the breach 
of which fatisfa£lion has been made and accept- 
ed ; but hfe is only fo much the more liable to 
the condemnation of his. own confcience. He 
muft ftill fuffer the reproached and challenges of 
bis own mind, which make fo great a part of the 
mifery of a guilty ftate. 

This rec<^ives additional ftrcngth, from a fe- 
cond confideration, that as he is juftified by faith, 
he hath peace only through the blood of Ghrift. 
This is not from himfelf, and may be thought to 
leave him, fo to fpeak, in point of ftate and cha- 
ra£kr, in point of pollution and defilement, juft 
as before 5 nay, the extraordinary, unfolkitcd, 
undcfervcd grace of Qod, may be thought to in- 

creafe 
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creafe his felf-condemnation, and fet the malig* 
hity of his rebellion in the ftrongeft light. ,An4 
indeed fo far this is true, that the free grace of 
God was intended, and does f^rve t(> produce a 
growing humiliation of mind and feU'-ab^femf n^ 
as well as an admiration -of the Jqy« .of Qqd ip, 
Chrift Jefus. ; As the tendernef&of a pamit is afi 
image which .God. h^th v€;ry f|fejq^ently,made ufi: 
gf, to ihadow forth his own infinity comp^on^ 
I will borrow from it an illufiration of the twp 
remarks juft now made. Suppofe any child has 
pi^nded a parent by a grofs inftance of undutifMl 
behaviour, for which he hath been feverely re- 
proved, and for fome time kept at a diftance : if 
the parent forgives him, and receives him again 
into his favour, does not his being thus freed from 
the fear of fuffering« leave full room for his con<- 
cern at the oiFence i And does not a fenfe of his 
father's love melt his-heart more for having griev* 
ed fuch a parent, than any terror upon his mind 
for the punifhment of the crime ? He is imme- 
diately covered with confufion ^ and if there be 
in him any fpark of ingenuity, he is no fooner 
forgiven of his father, than the tide of his aiFec* 
tions returns back with full force, and he can 
hardly forgive bimfelf. 

But notwitbftanding this, as Chrift by his 
fuSerings and death delivered us from the wrath 
to come9 fo by the (hedding of his pt^ecious blood* 

the 
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the heart is alio, as the Tcripture expreiles it, 
fprinkled from an evil confcience. Qn this im- 
portant fubje£t, which leads us to the great prin- 
ciples of the fpirituallife, the following particu- 
lars arc recommended to the ferious attention of 
the reader. 

I. Through Jefus Chrift, and the whole of 
his undertaking as Mediator of the new covenant, 
the glory and honour of God is mod admirably 
promoted, and a perfefb reparation made to his 
holy law which had been broken. This muft 
needs be highly pleafing to every convinced finner. 
As the juftice of God is thereby fatisfied, fo con- 
fcience, which is God's vicegerent, and as it 
were pleads his caufe, is fatisfied by the fame 
means. The ground of a finner's diflatisfadion 
with himfelf, is the diihonour done to God. 
Muft it not therefore pleafe and fatisfy him to fee 
this difhonour fo perfedlly removed, and fo much 
of the divine glory (hining in the work of re- 
demption. All the divine perfedJions appear 
there with diftinguilhed luftre : and muft not 
this be highly refrefliing to the pardpned criminal ? 
The very holinefs and juftice of God, which be- 
fore were terrible to him, are now amiable. He 
alfo contemplates and adores the divine wifdom, 
as it is to be feen in the crofs of Chrift. We 
are told, that even the Celeftial hofts have new 
difcovcrics of the wifdom of God in this great dc- 

fign 
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fign of providence, *< To the intent that now 
<« unto principalities and powen in heavenly 
*^ places, might be known by the church the ma- 
** nifold wifdom of God *.'* How much more 
muft the interefted believer, with peculiar com« 
placency, approve and adore it ? But, above all, 
if that love and mercy which reigns through the 
whole is glorious to God, muft it not be delight- 
ful to the Chriftian ? God is love % and his tender 
mercies are over all his other works ) but creat« 
ing and preferving goodnefs are (haded and eclip- 
fed by redeeming love. It is the theme of the 
praifes of heaven, where Chrift, as the object of 
worlhip, is reprefented as appearing /< like a 
•* Lamb that had been flain." . 

2. Believers have peace of confcience through 
Chrift, as their redemption through his blood, 
ferves for their own humiliation and felf-abafei^ 
ment, for the manifeftation of the evil pf iin, and 
the vilenefs and unworthinefs of the finner^ 
Nothing could be fo well contrived as the docr 
trine of the crofs, in its purity and fin^pli<;ity, tq 
ftain the pride of all hutnan glory. We are par* 
ticularly called to deny ourfelves, ^nd to derivp 
our worth and ftrepgth from pqr Redeemer, in 
whom '* it hath pleafed the Father, that all fnl- 
«' nefs (Jiould dwell," and from whofe fulpefs all 
his difciples muft " receive, apd grace for 

" grace." 



OK REGJ^NER-ATION. z^i 

** grate.*' No hope of mercy tut through him. 
•* I am the way, and the truth, and the life : 
** no man Cometh unto the Father but by me */* 
** Neither is there falvation in anv other : for 
^ there is none other name under heaven given 
** among men, whereby ^e miift be faved t»* 
No accefsto the throne of grace, or acceptance 
in worihip, but through him: '* In whom we 
*' have accefs with boTdhefs and confidence, 
** through the faith of him J. And whatfoever 
** ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of 
•* the Ldrd Jefus, giving thanks to GoJ and the 
*< Father by him |j." No hope of {lability in 
duty, of ufefulnefs, or hblinefsof converfation, but 
by the continued exercife of faith in him. ** Abide 
** in me,'and*I in you"; as the branch cannot 
•• bear fruit of itfeJf, except it abide in the vine, 
** no more can ye, except ye abide in me. I am 
•* the vine, ye are the branches : he that abideth in 
•* me, and I in him, the fame bringeth forth much 
**' fruit 5 for 'without me ye can do nothing §.** 

Harcl fayings' and humbling doftrine indeed ! . 
But this is appealing to the confcience ; for as 
confcience condemns us as guilty and undeferv-- 
ing, this condemnation is ratified in every parti- 
cular by the gofpel. Thefe ycty circumftances 
in this dodrine, which provoke the hatred, or 

• John xiv. 6. f Afts iv. ix, J Eph, iii, jf 

I Col. ill. 17. § John XT. 4, j* 
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invite the contempt of worldly meii, do but fo • 
much the more endear it to the convinced foul ; 
and he fays from the hearty '* It is highly juft • 
*• and reafonable that God alone fhould be ex- ' 
*' alted, and that he, through our Redeemer, 
** fhould have the whole praife of our recovery 
** and falvation." Agreeably to this it will be 
found, that the apoftles, in celebrating the grace 
of God, feldom omit an exprefs condemnation of 
themselves, and a renunciation of all merit of 
their own, which indeed in every paflage on this ' 
fubjeft is manifeflly implied : " For by grace ye 
*• are faved^ thro' faith ; and that not of your- 
** felves, it is the gift of God : not of works j 
** left any man fliould boaft: for we are his work- 
** manfhip, created in Chrift Jefus unto good 
•* works, which God hath before ordained that 
** we (hould walk in them *. — Whereof I was . 
** made a minifter, according to the gift of the 
** grace of God given unto me, by the efTciSuai 
** working of his power. Unto me, whoamlefs 
** than the leaft of all faints, is this grace given, 
** that I fhould preach among the Gentiles the 
" unfearchable riches of Chrift f." 

3. Believers have peace from the challenges of 
an evil confcience, through Chrift, as they have 
an abfolute aflurance of being delivered from the 
power of fin, and efFefiually enabled to glorify 

• Eph, ii, ?, 9, 10, f Eph. iii. 7,. 8. 
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him with their fouls and with their bodies, which 
arc his. This muft be the moft earned defire 
of every convinced finner. He breathes after de- 
liverance from the bondage of fin : the more he 
hath felt the weight of his chains, the more he 
longs to be free. This is itifeparable from ge- 
nuine convJ(Sions, on the principles above laid 
down. How much muft it contribute to eom- 
pofe the confcience, to know that this defire 
fhall certainly be accompliflied ? However much 
caufe he may have to condemn himfelf for bis 
paft provocations, or to dread the wcaknefs of 
his own refolutidns of future amendment, he 
knows and trufts in the power of his Redeemer. 
He knows that henceforth he (hall not {ervc fin, 
that its dominion (hall be gradually broken thro* 
life, and entirely deftroyed at death. As the end 
of Chrift's coming was to glorify his heavenly 
Father, he knows that the glory of God cannot 
be promoted by leaving the finner under the 
bandage of corruption, and therefore that he 
{hall be purified, and made meet to be a '* par- ' 
" taker of the inheritance of the faints in light.'** 
If we look with care and attention into the 
New Teftament, we (hall perceive that there is 
a clofc and mutual cormeflion between our juf- 
ttiicatton and fan£tification, and that both are 
reprefentcd as the fruit of our Redeemer's pur- 
chafe : *' There is therefore now no condemna- 

M 2 '* tion 
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*^ tion to thofe that are inChrift JefuS) who walk 
*' not after the flefli but after the Spirit : for the law«.- 
'^ of the §piiit of life in Chrift Jefiis, hath made 
^^ me free from the law of fm and death : for what 
*^ the law could not do, in that it was weak- 
<* through the flefli, God fending his own Son 
<^ in the likenefs: of finful flefl), and for fin c<»i» 
« demncd fin in the flefli.*." All the blef- 
flngs of falvation are reprefentedas following one 
another in a continued cham or ferics, not one 
link of which* can poflibly be broken: ** For 
** whom he did foreknow^ he alfo did predefli* 
*< nate to be conformed to the image of his Son, 
<< that he might be the firfii-born among many 
*^ brethren. Moreover, whomhedid predefti- 
** nate, them he alfo called ; and- whom he-pal}* 
**. cd, them he alfo jufiified $ and whom hejuf- 
«* tified, them he alfo glorified f^" There is a . 
cleanfing and purifying virtue in the blood of: 
Chirft, as well as an infinite value in the way of 
purchafe and atonement : *' For if the blood of 
<* bulls,, and of goats, and the aflies of an heifer 
^ fprinkling the unclean, fandifieth to the pu« 
** rifying of the flefli-; how much morefliall the 
<« blood of Chrift, who through the eternal Spi- 
** rit offered himfelf without fpot to God, . 
*^ purge your confcience from dead works to* 
♦* ferve the living God iV 

* Rom. tiii, J, 2, ^*. f Roou viii, 291 30. % Hebr ix« > 
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None but real Chriftians, exercifed in the fpi- 
ritual life, know the value or neceffity of the 
promifes of firength and afliftattce contained in 
the fcnptures. The glory of their Redeemer 'jj 
perfon, fpoketi of in fo magnificent terms, both 
in the Oid Teftament and the New, is farveyed 
by them with the moft exquilite delight, l^he 
j)ower and efficacy of his adminiftration, is to them 
A fotirce of unfpeakable coovfort. Under him^ 
0is the Captain of their (alvation, they *^ difplajr 
*' tkeir bfimners/' and go forth with undaunted 
courage to meet every oppofing enemy, bel4€v4n'g 
that they fhaU be *^ more than conquerors thro* 
•* him that loved them.'* Among many others, 
fee the two following paffages : *' O Zi6n, that 
•• brUigeft good tidings, get thw up into the 
•* high mount-ain : O Jerufalcm, that bririg^rt 
" good tidings, lift up thy voice with ftrength V 
** lift It up, be not afraid : iay unto the cities 
*^ of Judah, Behold your God. Behold, the Lord 
^* God will come with firong hand, and his 
^^ arm Oiall rule for him : behold, his reward is 
*^ with him, and his work before him. He (hall 
'^ feed, his flock like a (hepherd ; he {hall gather 
** the lambs with his arm, and carry them ia 
^ his bofom, and (hall gently lead thofe that are 
*' With young *.— Fear thou not, for I am with 
** thee : be not difmayed^ foar I am thy God z 

• rlf*. xL 9^ 10, rr* 
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** I will ftrengtben thee, yea, I will help thee, 
.*' yea, I will uphold thee with the right-hand of 
** my righteoufnefs. Behold, all they that were 
•' incenfed againft thee, fhall be afhamed and 
** confounded : they fhall be as nothing, and 
" they that ftrive with thee, (hall perifli. Thou 
** (halt feek them, and (halt not find them, even 
«' them that contended with thee : they that 
*' war againfl thee^ (ball be as nothing, and as 
** a thing of nought, for I the Lord thy God 
*^ will hold thy right-hand, faying unto thee^ 
** Fear not, I will help thee *. 

SECT. vir. 

How the Chrijilan is gwerned in his daily convert 

fat ion. 

"DEFORE concluding this chapter, I (hall 
fpeak a few words of the principles by which 
a believer is go.verned in his after obedience. On 
this the reader may obferve, that a change in 
his whole character and conduct immediately and 
nccelTarily takes place. The love of God is 
** fhed abroad, in his heart by the HolyGhoft," 
and is the commanding principle of all his future 
actions. It conftantly difcovers its influence, 
except in fo far as it is refifted and counteradied 
by the remaining ilruggles of that *' law in his 
** members, which warretK againft the law of 

• If. xlir 10, ij, I a, I J. 
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'^ God in his mind." By the difcovery which 
he hath obtained of the real nature and infinite 
amiablenefs of God, his will is renewed ; he ap- 
proves the things that are excellent, and gets fuch 
an inrpreiTion of the obligation of the law of 
-God, as cannot be afterwards effaced. So long 
however as he continues under a load of unfor- 
given guilt, and fees every perfection of God 
armed with terror againft himfelf, there can Be 
little etfe than flav-ifh fear: but when he hears a 
gracious promife of pardon ; when on examin- 
ing the evidence his doubt and uncertainty 13 
removed ; when he fees the rrghteous ground on 
which this forgivenefs is built, he lays hold of 
it as his own, and is united to God by unfeign- 
ed love. This love, ihough weak in its mea- 
fure, is, notwithftanding*, perfect in itsr nature, 
and therefore powerful in its influence ; being 
,at once a love of efteem, of gratitude, and of 
defire. 

The love of God is the firft precept of the mo- 
ral law, and the firft duty of every intelligent 
creature ; but it is eafy to fee, that unlefs our love 
is fixed upon the true God, ft is fpurious and 
unprofitable : and unlefs the true God is {^trv in 
** the face of Jefus Chrift,** for any finner to 
love him is impoiIi\)le : but through the glorious 
gofpel, the new nature is effeflually produced, 
and cannot be produced in any athtr way. It 

M 4. >& 
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is Chrift Jefus who reveals to us the true 0od^ 
the knowledge of whom we had loil. '* N,o 
^' man haih feen God at any time ; the only 
** begotten Son, which is in the bofom of the 
** Father, he haih declared him *." It is he- 
who makes our peace with God, whom we ha4 
offended by our txanfgreffions ; for ** being Jufti- 
^^ fied by faith, we have peace with God through 
** our Lord Jefus Chrift t«" And.it is he who 
reconcileth our min<Js to God^ by difcovering his 
mercy to us ; fo that he might well fay of him-> 
felf, ^* I am the way, and the truth, and th^ 
^' life ; no man cometh unto the Father but hf 

« met*' 

I might eaiily (hew, thajt the Ipye of God is 
the fo>irce» the fum, atid th^ perf(^£Uon .of h9}i- 
nefs. lAIl other .duties natui:ally iJow from, it.; 
nay, ail other duties are nothing elfe but ^he ne- 
ceiTary exprefHons of it. But inilead of enter- 
ing into a particular detail, fuffer me only to ob* 
fcrve thefe two things ; f irft. That a believer is 
under the conftant influence of gratitude to God } 
and, fecbndly, That this includes in it, and will 
'tainly produce, the moft fmcere and /ervent love 
to all his fellow*creatures. 
^ i« A believer is under the con^ant influence 

of gratitude to God, and that not of a common 
Wtid. It is not merely thankfulne/s to a bounti« 

• John I. 18. f Rom. V. i. J Joha xiv. 6. 
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fui and lil^eral benefafior, for itiercics \<^icH 
have not been defervcd, but a dtep fenfc of ob- 
Kgation to a Saviour, who loved him, and waQi- 
td him in his own Mood from the guilt he had 
€oiitra<5ted ; who faved him by his own death 

' from the dreadful penalty which he had incurred,* 
What the influence cf this m»ft be, we may 
gather from the words of (he apoftle Paul, *« For 
^* the love of Chriil coaflraineth u^^ becaufe we^ 
*' thus judge, That if one died for aH, tl>en were 
*' all dead i and that he died for all, tWat thtf 
^^ which live Should not ke&ceforth 14ve unta^ 
*^ themrelves, but unto him which died for thert)^ 
«* and rofc again/' 

I cannot iinn>ediate!y drop tins fubjeA^ but 
iiJtreat the reader to ob&rve heW deepij* 9 frrffe- 

- x^f redeeming love m^ft be engraven on the fa^arf 
of evevy believer^ On how many cireumftaRces 
\yiJl he expatia^, which fervc to minify the 
grace of God, and point out the force of his 
own obligations ? The iirfinite greatnefs; ^nd 
glory of God, independent and aH-fujSkjentf 
that he ihould haivc compaffion on the guilty fin« 
ner, and (ay, *^ Deliver him from going down 
«« into the pit ; I have found a ranfom.'* O, 
how piercing thofe rays^ of love, which could 
reach from the Godhead to man ! To this he* 
will never fail to add his own unworthincfs bit* 
numerous, aggravated, re|>eated provocations* • 
lie never lofcs fight of thofe fins which firft coiq - 

M 5 peUed 
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pellcd him to fly for refuge ** to the ho()e fet be- 
** fore hfm.'* His own intereft obliged him to 
remember them before, as expofing him to con- 
demnation, and he is now willing toconfefsand 
record them, as ferving to illuftrate the divine 
mercy. 

And let us never forget the unfpeakable gift 
of God, " That he fpared not bis own. Son, but 
*^ delivered him up for us all." How fliall we 
fufficiently wonder at the boundlefs mercy of 
the Father, and the tnfinke condcfcenfion of the 
Son, when we refled lipon his incarnation, and 
on the .afloniihing end of his appearance in our 
nature, that he might '* bear our fins in his 
** own body on the tree." ~ Did he overcome all 
his enemies in his laA confliA, and ^^ make a 
" fliew of them openly, triumphing over them 
•* in his crofs ?** And fhall he not alfo, by the 
fame means, reign in his people's hearts, and be 
the fovereign Lord of all their affedlions ? 

To all this, I fhall only add that glorious in- 
heritance, which is provided for every " veflel of 
•' mercy," after he hath paflcd his preparatory 
trials. How well may we join with the apoftle 
Peter in this folemn form of thankfgiving, '* Blef- 
«* (td be the God and Father of our Lord Jefus 
•* Chrift, which, according to his abundant 
** mercy, hath begotten us again by the refur- 
*' rcflion of Jefus Chrift from the dead, to an 

<* inhe- 
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** fnhefitance incorruptible and undefiled, and 
•' that fadeth not away */' Now, when all 
thcfe circumftances are confidered by the believer, 
together with fuch as may be peculiar to himferf 
and his own paft conduft, mu ft he not be ready 
to cry out, " Lord, what wilt thou have me tcr 
** do ! O that I knew how I might repay fome" 
^' fmall part of my infinite obligations f O that 
** I knew by what means, or at what expence I 
" might magnify and do thee honour ! Writ^ 
*' thy laws \n my heart, and put rfiem in my 
*' inward parts, and enable me in every poiEble 
<< way to fhew that I love thee, becaufe thoa 
«' haft firft loved me.* 

a. This plainly includes in it, anJ will cer- 
tainly produce the moft fincere and fervent love' 
to his feliow-creatures. As love to God is the 
firft, fo love to man is the fecond commandment 
of the moral law. We have our Lord's own au- 
thority for faying it is *^ like" unto the firft-; and 
that love which " worketh^ no ill to his nefgh- 
'* hours," is the ** fulfilling of the law." Every 
one is ready to acknowledge, that love to manr 
is an important branch of praiSicaV religion: 
But many great plfeaders for this duty do not fuf- 
ficiently attend to its infeparable connediion withf 
the love of God, and in particular with a fenfe of 
redeeming love, or the love of God in Cbtift^ r 

• 1 Pet. i. I, 4. 
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Yet is there no fuch principle of uniyerfal lovQ 
any where to be found? 

In order to take a (hort view of this, it will be 
proper to diftineuith our brethren of mankind 
into the two general clafles of bad men and 
good. As to bad men, the fame love to God, 
the fame concern for his glory, which fills th^ 
Chrif^ian with grief and indignation at their moft^ 
daring offences, 'infpires the moft ardent defire 
Y>r their recovery and falvation* This is the 
only love to them, which is either acceptable to, 
pod or pro^^able to themfelves. It wijl (hew it- 
(elf in all the o6^ces of kindnefs and humanity i, 
in infirufling them where there, is ability, admo- 
niCbjnjg; them where there is opportunity, and 
in pleading for them at the throne of grace, to 
which there is always^ undifturbed accefs. The. 
^liever, knowing the danger of fin^ and having; 
a profpefl of approaching eternity, is moved 
with compaffion for blind and inconfiderate fin* 
ners. Their conduct leads him to refledl up- 
on the depravity of his own nature^ and earneftly. 
*to pray, that they may be partakers of di- 
vine grace. 

He that loveth God is under little temptation 
to hate his brother ; or rather, in fo far as he lov- 
eth God fincerely, he is under none at ail. Hatred; 
commonly arifeth from envy and, rival purfuits^ 
But aChriflian, more than fatisfied with his own 

por- 
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portion, hath no occafion to envy ptbf rs^ cither 
what they poffefs or profecute., Iq what a con- 
temptible light docs he look upon, the honours, 
riches and pleafures, about which there is {q vio- 
lent a ftruegle among worldly men ? It i§ im- 
poffibie, therefore, that he Ihoi^ld hate thofe 
who do not interfere with hipi, though in npany 
caf^s he is difpofed hfartily to pity their folly and 

deluuon. 

Nay, the matter does not even reft here, foe 

the Cbriftian is laid under the moft exprefs com- 
itiand to " love: his" perfonal *• enemies, to 
** blefs them that curfe him, to pray for theni 
<* who defpitefully ufc him and perf^cute him." 
This is the glory of the gofpel, w.hich gives the 
doiSrine of Chrift a Iviftre far fuperior to the 
moft admired fyftems of human viitue. And, 
however hard a fajring it may- appear a^ firft 
view, when we confider the charafter and hopes 
of a pcnit;ent finner, and the example of hii 
expiring Saviour, it hath nothing ftrange or in- 
credibie in it at all: That he, who expeftsfroni 
the free grace of God pardon for his innumerable 
and aggravated offences, (hould be ready to for- 
give the far (lighter trefpaffes of his brethren 
againft himfelf. Or rather^ that he fhouldtake 
the higheft pleafure, and think it his honopr to 
tio fo, when he rcmenabers his Redeemer's dying 
' ' Wprds^ 
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words, *'• Father, forgive them^ for they know 
*< not what they 'do," 

As to good men, there is no manner of diffi- 
culty : they are united together by the tendereffi 
and the flrongeft ties, and love one another 
with a pmre heart fervently. It was no won- 
der, that when Chriftianity was in a perfecuted 
ftate, the heathens (hould make the remark, " Be- 
** hold how thefe Chriftlans love one another !"' 
They had a common charaSer, a common Sa- 
viour, common fufFerings, and common hopes. 
And muft it not be the fame ftill I for ** all that 
** will live godly in Chrift Jefus muft fuffer per- 
** fecution/' If they are not perfecuted with- 
the fwords, they (hall be perfecuted with the 
tongues of men. They have the flrongeft mo- 
trves to love one another, and nothing to divide 
them, for there can be no rivalfhip or jealoufy 
between thofe who poflefs or court the *' true 
•* riches." There is enough in an all-fufficieilt 
God to fatisfy the defires of all his faints ; and' 
they being iiuimately united to the one only 
living and true God, muft of confequence be 
united to one another. This is the tenour of 
their Saviour's interceflbry prayer : ** 7^hat they 
*« all may be one, as thou. Father, art in me, 
•* and I in thee ;. that they alfo may be one in 
** us : that the world may believe that thou haft 
** fent me. And the glory which thou gaveflr 

**^ me* 
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" me, I have given them : that they may be onej 
** event as wc are one. I in them, and thou in 
" me, that they may be made perfeft in one, 
** and that the worid may know that thou haft 
** fent^ me, and haft loved' them, as thou haft 
" Joved me*." ' 

CONCLUSION. 

T Shall now clofe this difcourfe with fome prnc- 
•*• tical improvement of thefe important truths* 
Several refie£t5ons have indeed already been in - 
terwox'en with the particular branches, of the 
fubjeft, and the light which they throw on other 
parts of religion pointed out. I (hall therefore 
at this time only make a few obfervations upon 
the whole, and proceed to a ferious addrefs 
to all my readers on this moft interefting fub- 
jcSt, And, 

ift. From the various truths above eftabliflied 
and the order in which they have been opened, 
we may fee the indiffoluble conneftion between 
falvation by the grace of God, and holinefs in 
heart and converfation. We may fee their equal 
importance and their influence upon one another. 
There are many who attempt to divide ihofe 
things which God hath infeparably joined. Many 
infift only on the duties of the law of God, and 
our natural obligations to obedience; and are 

• John xvii, 21, aj; 33, 

hardly 
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hjirdly brougHt to any mentfon of the rightcouf- 
pcfs of Chrift, ^$ the ground of a finner's accep- 
tance before God. N^y, fome fcruple not to af- 
firm, that the doStunc of juftification by free grace^ 
or a Tinner's being foiiDd in Chrift, not having 
his own righteoufnefs, weakens the obUoation 
to holinefs, and tends to introduce licentiouf- 
nefs of praftice. But from what hath been faid 
in ihe above difceurfe» we may learn, not only 
in general ^he ^bfoluce neccflity of a change, but 
bow this ^ands conne^ed with the purchafe and 
gift of falyatio«i the charaSer and work of a 
Redeemer, It will plainly appear, that a change 
in fome refpefls is neceflary to bring us to, and 
i^n others is the necefiary efte<ft and confequcnce 
^f, the 2^cceptance of falvation, 

I have endeavoured in the preceding pages to 
fiiew, that a difcovery of the nature and glory of 
God, and of the ini/iite ^vil o^ fin, ia abfolutely 
neceflary, in order t» our cither und«rftanding 
qr relilhing the doflcine of the crofs* What 
i? this then, but a change begun ? Muft not 
t^e dominion of fin in every fuch perfon have re- 
ceived a mortal blow? Doth any thing more 
4ircdly tend to holineft, than to fee the power 
and glory of a holy God, and how *<^ evil 
*^ and bitter a, thing'* it is to depart from him ?^ 
Qn the oth^r hand^ is it not necei&r3^ ^<> com- 
plete the change, that thcuc be i^fenfe of recon- 

clliation 
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dilation and peace ? ** Can two walk together 
** except they be agreed ?" Can any perfon 
live in the love and fervice of God, while he con- 
ceives him to be his enemy, and fuppofes hin^- 
felf ftill the object of his wrath and difpleafure ? 
But fuppofing this reconciliation obtained, let 
me boldly aflc, What motive to holine& in all 
manner of cQnyerlation,«qual totW for^e of re- 
deeming love i Judge, O Chriftian, will .any 
cold reafoning on.the nature andbeauty of virtws 
have fuch an effed in mortifying corruptions, at 
a believing view of a pierced Saviour f Whc^ 
fhall we find fo faithful, (b afiiye. Co cbearful a 
fervant of G9d, as pne yiho joins iK^itfa the appftl^ 
Paul in Uyingj "I am .crucified ^ith Chrift •. 
** nevf rtheie/s I live ; yet oot I, .but Chrift livr 
<^ ^eth in me : and the life which I .now live in 
" the fleih, I live by the feith of the Soa Qf 
** Qod, who lovti me, and gave bimfelf for 
^* me f ." Faith in Chrid Jefus neyer can take 
place in a^y heart, unlefi there has been an in- 
ternal yrpT)c of the Spirit of >God teftifying of 
hipi ; >and there is no effedual principle of new 
obedience, but faith which worketh by love. 

2. What has been faid above, will ferve to ex- 
plain fome contrgverfies with which the truths of 
the gpfpel have been often darkened and per- 
plexed ; particularly thofe relating to the priority, 

.f XvU. U4 so* 
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or light of precedency, fo to fpcak, between faith 
and repentance. Sorne make repentance, that is, 
as they explain it, forrow for fin, ferious refolu- 
tions of forfaking it, and begun reformation, the 
joint grounds of our acceptance with the merit 
of a Saviour* Thefe, with great pJaufibiHty, 
ftate the matter thus : That our fincerity fs ac- 
cepted through the fattsfaflion of Chrift, inftead 
of that pcrfeil obedience to which we cannot now 
attain ;* and, when taken iri a certain light, this 
affertion is undoubtedly true. Others, difcern- 
'ing the falfhood that may lui'k under this repre- 
Ycntation, and fearing the confequences of every 
'felf- righteous plan, are tempted to go tothe op- 
•pofite extreme. That they might (hew falvation 
10 be wholly of grace, (bme have even prefumed 
to ufe this harfli and unfcripturaf expreflion, that 
it ifi not neccflary to forfake fin in order to come 
'to Chrift. I could ftew a fenfe in which this 
alfo is true, even as it is not neceffary to forfake 
your difeafe in order to apply to the phyfician. 
But if it is not necefl'ary to forfake it, I am fure 
it is neceflary, in both cafes, to hate it, and de- 
fire deliverance from it. . 

This difHculty will be eafily folved from what 
has been faid in the preceding parts of this trea- 
life, and we may learn to preferve the truth, with^ 
put expofing it to the fcorn or refentmcnt of its 
enemies. The reader may obferve, then, that 
' > none; 
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none can fee the forna or comellnefs of a Saviour 
ftanding in the room of finners, and purchafing 
forgivenefs from a holy God, till the glory of 
this God is difcovered, till the guilt of fin lays 
hold of the confcience, and its power is both felt 
and lamented. This may, perhaps, be called re- 
pentance, and I believe it is called fo fometimcs 
in the holy fcriptures, particularly in the follow- 
ing paflage : " Repent ye therefore, and be con- 
** verted, that your fins may be blotted out, when 
«* the times of refreftiing (hall come from the pre- 
*' fence of the Lord *." But the finner does not 
- fo properly forfake fin in order to come to Chrift, 
as he flies to him for deliverance from its con^ 
'demning guitt and enflaving power. He is fo (sa 
from comir»g to God with a gift in his hand, evea 
.of his own prayers and penitential tears, that hijs 
conviflions continue to follow hin>, if I may 
fpeak fo, through every lurking place, till he i^ 
entirely fubjedled, till he is ftript naked and bare* 
arrd deprived of every ihadow of excufe. Then 
it is that falvation through a defpifed crucified 
Saviour becomes unfpeakably amiable in all its 
parts, fin becomes more perfeflly hateful,' and 
an affured profpecl is obtained of its immediate 
mortification, and, in due time, ofitsintire and 
complete dcftruclion. Thus faith and repeiv 
tancc are involved in one another, they produce, 

^ Ads Hi. 19. 

and 
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and arc produced by one another. They may 
be treated of diftinftly, but they cannot exift 
fcparately. So that whenever any of them is 
found alone, or ftands independent of the other, 
th:it very thing is a fufficient evidence that it is 
falfe ahd fpurious. 

3. From what has been faid on this fubjet!);, 
we may be enabled to judge what are the funda- 
>fnemal and eiTential dodlrines of the gofpel, to 
which ^1 others are but fubordinate and fubfer* 
•vient. Regeneration, or the New Birth, we are 
warranted to fay, after the example of pur Sa- 
viour, is abfolutely hccefljiry to falvation : ** E^- 
>*^ cept a man be born again, he cannot fee the 
^* kingdom of God." If any m^, therefore, 
depart from this truth, he m^kes fhipwrcck gf 
•the faith, and will at laft be found to fight againft 
<jod. It is alfo plain, that the reconciliation of 
<i flnner to God muft be through tKe blood of the 
•atonement : *• For other foundation can no man 
** Jay> than that is laid, which is Jefus Cbrift *•** 
If any man hold by, and build upon, this great 
foundation, he fhall be finally accepted, though 
many things may be found in him juftly blame- 
worthy. Nor is it eafy, indeed, to fay what de. 
gree of error and mifapprehenfion concerning 
thefe truths themfclves, may be confiftent with 
abiding by the fubilance. But certainly all who 

* X Cor, iii- ix^ 
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dircflly and openly oppofe them, may be faid *^ to 
*' bring in damnable herefics, even denying, the 
** Lord that bbught them, and to bring upon 
♦« themfclveS fwift deftru£tion f." 

This may teach us, what judgment Chriftians 
ooght to form of the many parties and faftions 
which divide the vifible church. There may be 
fmailer diiFeretic^d, which keep them afunder on 
etrth, while, lit faith and in love to an unfeen Sa- 
viour; they are perfcflly united. We arc told 
that God (hall gather his cleft from the four 
^^ndsi sind that ^ many fhall come from the eaft 
•*' and' wefl-, and ffi^rll fit down with Abraham,' 
••• artd Ifaac, and Jacobs in the kingdom of hea- 
€«' ven*.*" I always think with much pJeafure 
on the pei-fcft union of this great and general af- 
fembly of the church of the firft born. Then all - 
other diftinfirbns, all other defignations (hall be 
abolifhed^ and thofe (hall make' one pure and un- 
mixed fociety, who have received " a white (lone 
**' and ' a new name,'* and ** whofe names are 
^ •*' wrltteti in the Lamb's book of life," The 
pfofpeft of this (hould keep us from immoderate 
rcfentmcnt, at prefcnt, againft any of whom we 
hikve reafbn to think that they hold the founda- 
tion, are acquainted with real and praftical reli* 

gton, or have had experience of a faving change. 

I 
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No man, indeed, can deny it to be jud, that 
every one would endeavour to fupport that plan • 
of the difciplinc and government of the church of 
Chrift, and even the minuteft parts of it, which 
appear to him to be founded upon the word of 
God. But ftill found do£lrine is more to be ef- . 
teemed than any form. Still we ought to confider 
the excellence of every particular form, as con- • 
fifting in its fitnefs to promote or preferve the 
knowledge of the truth, and to carry on a work 
of illumination, convi£iion, and converfion, to 
the faving of the foul. Would any Chriftian (hew 
that he is of a truly catholic diipofition, let him 
dffcover a greater attachment to thofe even ' of 
different denominations, who feem to bear the 
image of God, than to profane perfons, be their 
apparent or pretended principles what they will. 
Let us pay fome regard to other diftindions, but 
ftill the greateft regard to the moft important of 
all diftindbions, that of faints and fmncrs. 

4. As this great diftin£lion divides the whole 
human race, and is fo very Important in its con- • 
fequences, let me earneftly intreat every one who 
perufeth this treatife, to bring the matter to a 
trial with regard to himfelf. Anfwcrthis queftion 
an fcrioufnef?, Whether do you belong to the one 
clafs or the other ? We are dropping into the 
grave from day to day, and our ftate is fixed be- 
yond any poflibility of change. Whataftonifli- 
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in^ folly to continue in uncertainty whether we 
ihall go to heaven or hell, whether we (hall be 
companions of angels, or aflbciates with blaf- 
pheming devils, to all eternity. Nothing, there- 
fore, can be more falutary, than that you make 
an impartial fearch into your prefent character 
and flate. If you have ground to conclude that 
you are at peace with God, what an unfpeakable 
foufce of joy and confolatton ? If otherwife, there 
is no^ time to lofe in haftening. from the brink of 
the pit* May I not with fome confidence make 
this demand of every reader, that he would fet 
apart fome time, and apply with vigour and ear- 
neftnefs to the duty of felf- examination. Is not 
this demand reafonable ? What injury can you 
fuffer by complying with it ? Will confcience 
permit any to continue unreproved in the negle<Sb 
of it ? Have you read fo much on the fubje^t of 
regeneration, and are you unwilling to reap the 
benefit of it ? Let every one, without exception, 
take up or renew this grand enquiry, *' Am I in 
*< Chrift ? That is, am I a New Creature or not ? 
** Am I a child of God? or do I ftill continue • 
*' an hcir\)f hell ?" 

5. As it is more than probable there will be 
fome, readers who are, or have reafon to fufped^, 
themfelves unrenewed, I would now come as an • 
ambafTador from Chrift, and endeavour to nego- 
tiate peace. Wherefore " as thouglFGod did 
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<* bcfccch you by'mc, I pray you in Chrift*s ftead, 
«* be yc reconciled unto God *.'* While I at- 
tettipc this, I defire to do it under a juft impfeffion 
of the great and principal truths which have been 
illuftrated on this fubjed. I know that this 
change is a work of the Holy Spirit "of grace ; 
that he only cail* bring a clean thing' out of an 
unclean ; that without his efFedual bleffing, the 
cleareft and mod conclufive reafoning d2re<3ed ' 
to the underilafiding, the.moft warm and pathetic 
application to the alFeAions, will be altogether 
fruitlefs. I know that great natural abilities are 
often perverted and abufed, that the founded: rea- 
fctn in worldly things, and the moft'brutifli folly 
lit matters of eternity, are often joined together. 
Th^t men may be learned fcholars, eminent po- 
liticians, afbive meh:hafitts,' (kilful tradefm^fi, and 
yet blinded fmners, whom' no inftrudibn can <n* 
lighten, wliom no warning -can alarih. But I 
kn6w a6d believe, at the fame time,' that God, 
«< whcfm I ferve with my fpirit'in the gefpel of * 
**'his Sofi,^' is abte to makt " his word quick' 
«* " and powerful, (harj^er than a tw<i-rfged fword, 
*' piercing even to the dividing afiinder of foul 
-«<'and fpirit, and of the joints and 'marrowy 'and 
<• a difcernetof the thought^ and'intents of the 
••'heart fP* Tft^rc' is ^ an 'cxprefs appointment ' 
tlral th'e'wKfk^d 'flian <* receive Wafhtng,^' and in* 

6 this 
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thfs Way alette the >Vatchman pan ^* deliver his 
** ov^irfdtfl.** It rs alfo agreeafile to refled!, that 
when God giveth ** a door of utteranccj" he is 
atfo oftferi pleafed to give *' a door of faith," which 
Ipray may be the cafe with many who read this 
difeourfe, for CJhriff's fake. 

■t^C ftiej therefore, repeat in your ears this 
truth, and may God. Almighty by his Spirit carry 
it to yolir hearts, that " except a man be born 
•* again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of 
*^ God'.** Every child of Adam, by nature, is 
at enmity with God, and muft either be renewed 
irijhefpirif of his mind, or perifli eternally. It 
IS pf no confequence what you are as to outward 
(Vatfon, if you are not reconciled to God ; it 
is' of no confequence what you are as to outward 
pfofefllon, if you are not inwardly changed, 
God is no refpefter of perfons, and, therefore^ 
whether you afe high or low, rich or poor, whe- 
ther you arc of one denomination of Chriftians 
or another, if you hare not been the fubjefls of 
a renewing and faridlifying work of the Holy Spi- 
rit, you are children of wrath, and, if you die in 
that condition, muft ** go away into everlafting 
** puniflimejit." To refleft ferioufly but for a 
few moments on this truth, and that every one 
of us is fo deeply concerned in it, one would 
thick might ^e ftrffictent to alarm us all, either 
for ourfclves or for others, or for both. Who 

N could 



2.66 A P-RACTJCAI. TilHAT'It* 

could imagine that this weak fleft» fo frail in its 
nature, and fo e^ly taken to pieces^ fhould yet 
fo harden us againft the impreffion of approach^ 
ing eternity. — But is there any hope of relief? 
Yes there is, and that as univerfal as the danger. 
The commiffion is unllmitted, '* Go ye into all 
^* the world, and preach the Gospel to every 
" Creature ♦.* 

In order to make this exhortation the more 
diftind and efFe^ftufil, 1 (ball endeavour to addrefs 
it in a particular and feparate manner to the fol* 
lowing clafles: The Rich and the Poor; the 
Young and the Old ; the Self-righteous and the 
Chief of Sinners. 

I would preach the everlafling gofpel to t4ie 
Rich andAfBuent, on whom (as the world choofes 
to exprefs it) fortune fmilesj who are weJl and 
plentifully fupplicd with »evcry prefent conve- 
niency. The prophet Jeremiah, in trying the 
fuccefs of his meffa^e, fays, ** I will get me un- 
«' to the great men, and will fpeak unto them f." 
It is, indeed, a matter of no fmall difficulty often 
to perfuade fuch to hear the truths of the gofpel. 
Let them not be offended while I mention the 
words of our bleffed Saviour, ** Verily 1 fay un- 
*« to you, that a rich man (hall hardly enter- 
** into the kingdom of heaven." And again, 
♦< I fay unto you, it is eafier for a camel to go 

• Miiik x?i, 15. f Jer. r. 5. 
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•'* through the eye of a needle, than for a rkh 
^ man to enter into the kingdom of God *.'* 
When tlje world is plcafant and inviting, it is 
ready to ingroft our attention, to poflefs our e- 
fteem, and to attraft our homage. Worldly gran- 
deur is very ready to infpire the mind with pride 
and felf-fufficiency, which is, of all other things, 
the moft deftruflive of real religion, and which 
IS particularly oppofite to the humbling and felf- 
stbadng doSrine of falvation by grace. The 
great and fafhionable world is ftill in danger of 
the offence of the crofs. Denying themfelvcs, 
bearing profane fcorn, mortifying the flefli, lov- 
ing and fd^Iiowing a crucified mafter, are hard lef- 
fons, indeed, to men of weahh and afHuence, 

But fuffer me to warn all fuch, not to ** trufl: 
** in uncertain riches." Place not your happi- 
nefs in fo unftable a pofleilion.* How flrong, as 
well as how ju(f, the wife man's expreffions I 
*' Wilt thou fet thine eyes upon that which is 
** not : for riches certainly make themfclves 
** wings, they fly away as an eagle towards hea* 
** ven t-' ■ Behold, I preach the gofpel to you, 
and offer you the true riches. However pride 
may make you fondly flatter yourfclves, however 
your greatnefs or wealth may deter others from 
treating you with piainnefs and fincerity, you are- 
finners of the race of Adam, you are loft in him 

♦ Matt. xix. ag, 24* f ProT. xxiii. 5, 
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by nature, you are tranfgreiTors in pradice, and lia*- 
bh to divine wrath, from which there is no (belter 
but in the blood of Chrift. It is but a very little 
time thatyour worldly greatnefs canenduce. Death 
(hall write vanity on all created glory; and no- 
thing elfe (hall fcreen you from the wrath of the 
Almighty Judge in the lafi and great day. Th^e 
4 he rich and the poor, the prifoner and the op- 
preiTor, fhall fiand upon a level before the Maker 
of them all. Embrace then, while you may, the 
mercy of God. -^ Put on the fpotleis robe of your 
Redeemer's righteoufnefs, and value it more than 
purple and fine linen, or the moft coAly atdre- 
Seek the bread of life which came down from 
heaven, and value it more highly than the moft 
f^mptuous and delicate fare. Be not afliamed of 
a crucified Saviour* Endure with a«nobJe firm- 
iiefs the difdainful Aniles of a fcoffing world* O I 
How amiable is the union of high ftation and piety, 
honour and humility, wealth and felf-denial, witb 
a refolute profefiion of the goipel ! Bleiled is the 
memory of Jofcph of Arimathea, an honourable 
man, and a counfellor, who boldly begged, and 
honourably interred the body of our Lord, after 
it had been crucified at the inftigation of corrtrpt 
prieih, and pierced by the inhumanity of briital 
foldiers. May the Lord God of nature blefs and^ 
increafe your fubdlance, and make every thing- 
you do to proiper, but in his mercy dcliv^ you 
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from defpifing the gofpe), dying fmpenitent, ancf 
iiftiog up your eyes in torments* 

2. Let me preach this gofpel to the Poor, It 
was the glory of the gofpel that it was preached 
to the Foor, and given by our Savioiir himfclf as 
one of the marks of the MefSah's arrival, that 
** the go/pel was preached to the poor." Very 
afele was this to their ftate, good jiews were 
brought to them in their diftrefs. But thiiik not, 
my brethren, that your being f>oor is enough of 
itfelf.^ It may, indeed, preferve you from many 
(emftations to which the rich are exposed, and 
{t ought, one would think, to conflrain you to* 
Teek to be rich towards Grod»~ But, alas ! this is- 
jaot always the cafe, and, when it is otherwife, 
how does it make every confiderate hearts bleed 
with compaffion and tendernefs F O ! unhappy 
they who are both, poor and profeiw, miferable 
in time and miferable to eternity, defpifed on 
earth, and outcafis for ever. Pitiable cafe in- 
deed !: 

But does not -the Saviour of finners befeech 
jou to be reconciled unto God. He intreats you 
to come uAto hjm that you may hav< life. He 
regardeth not the perfons of men, but values a* 
precious HVimortal fpirit as much in a mean cot- . 
tag'e as in a fplendid palace. Your rags aod- 
nakednefs can be no hindrance to your obtaining, 
his favour. He counfels you>** to buy of hinii 
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** gold tried in the (ire, that you may be rich ; 
*< and white raiment, that yo|i may be clothed.." 
But O ! confider that you are naturaHy much more 
lotbfome by (in than by poverty. 'Humble your- 
felves deeply in the fight of God. Fly for refuge 
to lay hold of the hope iet before you. Accept 
of a free pardbn of all your fins through the blood 
of Chrift, and of his Holy Spirit to enable you 
to love and ferve him. Rejoice in your portion 
as all-fufficient and full, and in the covenant of 
peace, as *^ ordered in all things, and fure."~ Go 
in the fpirit of adoption to your reconciled Father 
in Chrift, and alk of him your daily bread. Do 
not €n\y the profpertty of others; fince it 
is not material whether you fhail live \n 
plenty and ileep on a bed of down, or live in 
ibaits and lie on a dunghil, compared to what 
fliall become of you for .ever. But, above all, be 
not {o mad as to envy £nners an unfandified 
profperity. . Rather, when you fee a man of opu« 
lence defplfing the fabbath, or hear a wretch in 
a gilded chariot profaning hts Creator's name, be 
ready to fay,^' Shall I complain of poverty, when 
*^ my Lord and mafter had not >vhere to lay his 
" head? No, let me, on the contrary, blefs that 
*^ adverdty which caufed me to confider. Let 
*^ me be very thankful for that humble ftation 
** whicj) gives me accefs to communion with 
** God, and does not wafte my time with crouds 
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«* of company. Whoknowcth whether I {houl3- 
•* have retained my integrity, if I had been con-- 
•* ftantly furrounded with profane gaiety, fwim-- 
** ming Ml pleafure, befieged by flatterers, {o- 
« licited by fenfyalifts, befet with temptations'?' 
•* O that I may be poffefled of the pearl of great 
*< price, reconciled to God, united to Chrift^ 
*♦ adorned with divine grace, and that f may be 
•* my Redeemer's- at his fecond coming/ ' 

3.- 1 would preach the gofpel' to thofe who are 
but yet: in the Morning of life. This is the" moft^ 
pleafa'nt and hopeful part of a minifter's work. 
Happy are you, my dear Children, who have been* 
fo early called into God's vineyard^ but infinitely 
more happ)^, if you are* inwardly* and fully de- 
-te'rmincdto comply with the call,- 1 befeech you 
•** Rismemt^r- your'Creator in tlie days of yotir 
:** youth, while the evil days come not, nor the 
;*' year* draw nigh^ when you (hall fay you have* 
" no pleafure in them *." Early piety is ex- 
ceeding lovely in the eyes of the fober part of 
mankind, highly acceptable to God, and will be 
•infinitely profitable to yourfelves. Be not enticed 
with the deceitful promifes and falfe pretences of 
•worldly enjoyments, which are fb ready to irr- 
fiame your pafliohs, and fo warmly folicit your 
love. Believe tho teftimony of all, without ex^ 
option, who have gone before youj and have 

•• Bcckf. jdu !• 
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left this record wricteo on created coovtbrts, that 
they are *' vanity and vexation of fpirit." Believe 
it, you have entered on a world of fin and foc*- 
row. You may feel the early ftirrings of cor- 
ruption in yourfelves, and fee its m^nifeft and 
manifold fruits, both in yourfelves and others. 
Ahs ! are there not foroe young perfons who 
learn^ as their firft language^ to t^afpheme their 
Makec^s name i Many children who cannot 
work, are expert in finning* Alas ! your hearts 
are naturally fiar from God- You *' go aftray 
«< as foon as you are born, ^akipg lies/' 

Be perfuaded, therefore, to fly to the blood cf 
Chrift, the precious blood of Cbrift, ** who 
*^ loved you, and gav^e hiiaie If for ytm*" He 
died upon the crofs to fave you from the bell 
which you have deferved by your fins ^ and he 
jgracioufly invites you, faying, " Siifter the little 
^^ children to come unto me, and fot bid tbeoi no^ 
•« for of fuch is the kingdom of God *.*' Blcff- 
ed are thofe children, wha, like their Saviour^ 
advance in wifdom as in fiature, and ^^ in fa- 
** vour with God and xnao." .Iijet young per^ 
fons in general remember, as they are growing 
up, that all the early oppQftuia[iiies of inilrac^ 
tion which they have enjoyed, efpecially (uA 
as have been brought up under the infpe^ion o( 
pious parents, will greatly aggravate their gUi)<> 

* Mark x. 14. « 
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if they coBliniie to dcfpdic them. Fojr this rea- 
foa fomcj I wijh I to^ld not fay many, are okl 
in fin, wh^n th^ we but y-oimg in year^. 
W.beccfore^ withputfurt^ber 4«lay, betake you r- 
felves to Gk)<J in Chrift j Ifiarh ^nd hve yo,ur Ra- 
deemer's naftie, and kt ^e life that you live in 
theflefb, be a life of faith 09 the Son of God and 
only Saviour of the world. Yoyr e^rly entrance 
on a religious life will mak^ you regular, efla* 
bliflxed^; ufcfnl, fruitf^ Chr^jaQs* If you Tkhe 
to continue lorjj in fcfee worlds it will greatly 
contribute to thp fw«etn^(^ 4n4 ferenity pf life ; 
and if it be the wijl of Qod dptat you (hould die 
foon, it will mdke y^u m^^ i^ thft inheritanoe 
of the (uf^iB m li^^llC* Tl^exe is fometi^ing very 
terrible in (^e de^tti (often tbe unei^eSed death) 
of ypuog perfons^ in the bloom ^r itiiddle of 
life, plunged in fehfiijality, inflamed with hift, 
and bent on iin of every kind. But, ble^d be 
God, there are alfo ibme agreeable inftances of 
young faints quickly ripened by divine grace, 
thoroughly mellowed by early affliftion, refiga- 
ing the world, not with fubmiffion only, but 
pleafure, and taking wing to a land of reft and 
peace, where ♦* the inhabitants ftial! not fay,^ I 
'♦ am fick 5" and '' the people that dwell therein 
** fliall be forgiven their iniquity *.*' 

* If. zzxiii. z/^t 
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4. I mdl now preach the gofpel to thofe wfifo 
are Old^ who having gone through many victffi- 
tudes, are perhaps tottering upon the brink of 
the grave, and drawing near to ** the houfe 
fr' appointed for all living." And I do it be- 
caufe my office obliges me to preach the gofpel 
tx> every creature. There is but little pleafure in 
addreffing Aich, becaufe there is but Httle hope 
of fuccefs* May I riot fuppofe, that fome one,. 
•or more, may be led to perufe this difcourfe, 
who have many years refifted the calls of the 
gofpel, and have been long accuftomed to iib 
cvil^ What caufe have you to admire the mercy 
of God, that you are not now " in the Jalre 
• ** which burns with fire and briihftonc for ever- 
•* more ?" Have you not followed many of your 
cquair in age to the churchi-yard/and committed 
their bodies to thi^'duft ?^ -What preparatioci have 
you made, in confequence of the reprieve allowed 
you, and - the admonitions given you I Hear 
then, once more, the joyful (bund : Believe in 
the name of the Son of God, tbjat you may have 
life through his name,. Fly to his blopd, that 
you may obtain the forgivenefs of your fins, and 
an inheritance among them who are fan<Siified* 
He, and hone elfe, is able to deliver you. Cry 
to him, that he may breathe upon the dry bones^ 
and they (hall live. Though you are hardened 
in profanity, though you: are befoted in fenfu- 
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ality, though earthly- mindednefs has overfpread 
you like a leprofy, his right-hand and his holy 
arm will get him the victory. He is able to 
create you anew unto good works ; and, as 
yott are already monuments of his patience and 
forbearance, to make you to eternity the happy 
monuments of his fovereign and almighty grace. 
Is there now any remaining objedion ? Is there 
yet any room for farther delay ? Hafh not time 
filed its hoary hairs upon your heads, and drawn 
its furrows upon your brows? Make harte 
then, and fly for your lives, lefryou lie down 
in forrow, and make your bed in hell. 

5. Let me preach the gofpel to the Self- 
righteous. By the felf-righteous, I mean thofe 
who truft in an outward, lifelefs form of duties, 
• in a charader formed upbh worldly prudence, 
and a few of the moft common offices of civi- 
' lity between man and man ; efpecially thofe, if 
any fuch have perfifted in reading this difcourfc 
to the clofe, who defpife the doflrines of the 
grace of God, Do any of you lean to the fa- 
. fi)ionabIe fcheme of irreligious, pretended mp- 
. rality ; and when you are at liberty, treat tjie 
: doftrine of free grace, and of Chrift's righte- 
oufnefs and merit, with contempt and fcorn. As 
the full foul lotheth the honeycomb, fo the 
felf-righteous foul fpurns at the riches of di- 
vine 
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vine mercy, and liices not the inceflant repetr- 
tion of the name of Chrift. Your gu^t is of 
the parked and deepeft dye. Your darker it is 
impoilible to conceive or e;^pi:efs.' What vievys 
have you in drawing near tp a holy God in fo- 
lemn worfhip ? Or what n>eeii];i^ do you expe^ 
with God, when he fitteth upon the throne of bis 
holinefs in the day of judgment ? Do you ever, tbo' 
in the fll^hteft manner, make conicienice of the 
duty of felf-exaoii nation ? May! not h^ve fonje 
ho]4 of you by that quarter f What tsktisfyi^^ 
tion have you in your own hearts ? Dare you 
tell us vow what p^i&s there? O the powrr 
Qf.felf- deceit ! You would be.cave/ed w^^hcon- 
funon, did but tbe world IcQOw t^e {^\k\ poD^i- 
tlon that jpdges within ypu : bow iQQkQch W(s 
fhall yoii be able to ftand, the {lFi<9^ aiid impar- 
tial judgment pf tbe g^eat S?arch?r of hearts ?r 

Do bvtt open the boojc of Qod» and' what 
page will not condemn ypu? This Sentence 
ftands uncancelled againft you, " Curfed is every 
" one, that cqntinueth not in all things thai are 
'* written iri the book of the law to dp the^n. 
** Out of your own mouths will you be jjadged,. 
' ** ye wickqd feryants. Thou that makeft tby 
*' boaft of the law, through breaking the law, 
*' diflionoureft thpu,God ?*' Bring forth your 
boafted morality, and hi it be p^t tp thetrj^l. 
Will you, or djare you fay, ** I have loved the 
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« Lord with all my heart, with all my fowl, 
*« with dll tity tnifid, and 'With all my ftrerigth ?" 
Will you fey, I h^ve loved bis worflaip, and 
ferved hrm irt public, in my family, and in fe- 
cpct, and 1 hope he will accept of it ? I think 
I iMii auihdriftd to atifwer ih his name, ^« Wa*. 
•* it worfhipt>ing trie to fee finging pjalms with. 
**" youT mouths, ah(J not once remembering 
^ their meaning ? to be thrnking of an hundred. 
^ yrsin things when you were in the houfe of 
** God? To be praifing without thankfulnds,. 
<« ronfeffing Without forrow, and aflcing.blelC- 
** ings without defiring tliem; and to be more 
** attentive to the faces and drefles of others 
*■ arotmd you, than to the frame of your own 
«^ heart% ? Was it hearing my word, to be 
♦< crlticifilig the fiile and maimer of the fpeaker, 
" and laying hold, with the utmoft eagernefs,. 
«' of every ifiUpiDper motion or Ul-chofen ex- 
" pr^ffion, as a fttnd. of entertainment for your- 
*** felvcs and yoUr companions over your cups 
^ and bowls? Or do you call your carelefs, 
" hafty, djfowiy f rayer^, with long intermif- 
** Hons, worfhipping me in fecret ?" 

But perhaps you will rather choofe to truft to 
the duties of the fecond tables and what ydu owe 
to your neighbour. Perhaps you will fay, I 
have been honeft in all my dealings, and never 
wronged any man : nay, I have been kind and 
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charitable, have dealt my bread to the hungry, 
and fupplied the wants of the afflided and poor. I 
anfwer, in the name of God^ '^ Many have been 
^ your defedls even in thefe duties ; but fuppofing 
^* it to be £of you have not feared roe. It might 
** \>e from pride, from fear-of cenfure, .from 
** prudence; but it was not in obedience to 
** me, for I -was not in all your thoughts. Was it 
** your duty to your neighbouf, to make a mock 
*^ at his fins, to lead him into intemperance, to 
*^ defpife him in your hearts, and ridicule him 
•• in your converfation ?" In one word, do but. 
examine all your ** righteoufnefles,** they will 
** be found as filthy rags before God." Truft 
not in fuch a " refuge of lies.- The bed is 
*^ (horter than that a man can flretch himfelf on 
** it, and the covering narrower than that he 
*' can wrap himfelf in it ♦.** Believe it, there 
is no falvation ia any other than in Chrift* His 
atoning blood will reconcile you to God : his 
grace and love will captivate your fouls : his 
holy and bleiTed Spirit will write his laws in 
your hearts. Believe in him, and you will be 
more holy than ever, and yet ftand aftoniflied at 
your profane and blind pride and, vanity. He 
will create in you a clean heart, and you will 
then blufb at the thoughts of your remaining 
pollution. You will apply yourfelves to his ier- 

• if. xzviil. »o, 
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vice with zeal and diligence, and yet ftill fay you 
arc unprofitable fervants. One view of the 
crofs of Chrift will make fin more odious than 
a thoufand fine defcriptions of the beauty of vir- 
tue, which commonly ferve only to nourifh and 
fortify the pride of man. If ever you defire to 
fee the face of God in mercy, or to dwell in his 
prefence, believe in Chrift, fOr there is no other 
way to the Father. 

6. In the laft place, fuiFer me to preach the 
gofpel to the Chief of Sinners. It is the glory of 
our Redeemer, that he faves '^ to the uttermoft 
** all that come to God by him." The dig- 
nity of his perfon, the greatnefs of his fufFer* 
ings, and the infinite value of his 'atonement 
founded on both, makes him ** mighty to fave.*' 
Let fuch finners attend to this, who are with- 
out excufe, whofe hearts have been a fink of the 
greateft impurity, whofe lives are ftaincd with 
the fouleft and the grofleft crimes, whofe fins 
have been numerous, and hainous, and fcanda- 
lous ; who have no plea to oiFer, but are fenfi- 
ble that they have juftly merited the wrath of 
God in its utmoft rigour. Let fuch attend to 
this, as are trembling at the thoughts of a 
righteous judgment, and faying, ^^ It is a fear- 
** ful thing to fall into the hands of the living 
•* God. Men and brethren, what (hall we 
" ^o?" Behold, I bring you good tidings of 

inercy 
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mercy unmerited, pjardbA unfoKcited, a full and 
free remiffion of all your fins. << I have blot- 
^ ted out thine iniquities as a cloud, and as a 
** tiiick doud dty fins: return utito me, for 
*« I have redeemed thee ?'* Rcceire this teftinfo- 
Tiff and <* fet'to your feal that God is true." 

Think not to do injury to the grace of God, 
by weaving 2tli^'« righteous cobweb, and tefdfitvg 
to believe, till you have laid down fome rules of 
a new life, and efFe^^ed forae t)artial refornia- 
tion, as if you wouM firft fate yocTrfelves, that 
y0u may be fit for feJvation byChrift. Thefe 
hopes will foon be dufhcd in pieces. Faith in 
the imputed righteoufnefs ef Chrift is the fin- 
ner's only plea. The more vile you are in ydur 
own apprehenfioD, tbe more need you have <* ti> 
•* put on Chrift." The fubfequent change of 
heart and pradice muft.be the effed of his 
power, is a p^rt of his purchafe, and ought 
to be received as his gracidtks gift. Aiid I will 
venture to foretel, that you will iWake the greater 
progrefs in true hoHmefs, the lefs you are dif- 
pofed to bcaft of, or to trcift in it. 

This, I aj)prchcltd, is thcgofpel itfclf, ftiled in 
fcripiure with the hrgheftprepriety, the " gbfpel of 
*< the grace of God." Ghriftcame **iTOttocall 
«< the righteous, but fiimers totepentance.'* If 
y<Hi will rely on him for falvation, he will fhed 
5 abroad 
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abroad^ the love of God in your hearts by the 
Holy Ghiofr, which will be a powerful and ope- 
rative principle of new obedience,, 1 befeech. 
you therefore, in the moft earned manner, not 
to rejeft the counfel of God againft yourfelves.'^ 
Nothing can be more liberal, or more gracious ^ , 
than the offer of the goipel ; " I will give, to 
^^ him that is athirft of the fountairi of the wa- 
- ** ter of life freely." There is no fin of fo - 
deep a dye, . or fo infe<5lious a ftain, but the- 
blood of Chrift is fuf&cient to wa(h it out. 

• 

There is not any flave of Satan fo loaded with ^ 
, chains, but he is able to £et him free. If you 
perifli, it is of yourfelves, I have given ydu . 
warnir)g, from a firrccre and ardent concern for 
your everlaftf ng intereft ; and itlay God himfelf, . 
forChrift's fake, by his Holy Spirit, etfedua^y 
perfuade you to comply with it. 
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